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Km g, Mubarak exchange views 

ROOSTER (Petra) - His Majesty King Hussein 
ami Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on Monday 
■ ^changed views on the latest developments on the 
ihaqi from as well as the Middle East peace process. 
In a telephone call. President Mubarak offered his 
•beM wishes to the King on the occasion of the start of 
^lasting month of Ramadan and inquired about His 
Majesty’s health conditions. The Egyptian leader 
.wished the King continued good health and happiness 
"and a safe return home. r 
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Chad leader breaks 

Libya embargo 

TRIPOLI (AFP; — Chadian 
fteskfeot Hriss Deby flew 
. into the Libyan capital Mon- 
day, violating the U.N. air 
^ernhagoon the tenth anniver- 
sary of the Lockerbie airliner 
borabtEg which sparked the 
ban. The United Nations 
' imposed die air embargo and 
ecoootnic sanctions in 1992 in 
a so far unsuccessful attempt 
to. force Tripoli to handover 
two of its nationals accused in 
the destruction of a Pan Am 
anfiner over Scotland, killing 
270 people. At least ten 
African heads of state have 
violated the embargo since 
September, after the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (OAU) 
decided to stop observing the 
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Tasting food does 
notbreakfasf 

• RIYADH (AFP) — A taste of 
food does not break the dusk 
to dawn fast of the Muslim 

^foly month so long as no food 
-is swallowed, senior religious 
officials declared Monday. “In 
case of need, just tasting food 
without ever swallowing, can- 
not break the Ramadan fast,” 
said a farwa or decree from the 
; Saudi scientific research com- 
1 mittee in Riyadh. All Muslims 
are called on to abstain from 
food and drink from sunrise to 
sunset during the lunar month 
of Ramadan which began Sat- 
urday-Sunday. Islamic schol- 
ars have long debated the 
question of tasting food which 
pfflticulariy tempts those 
involved in preparing the iftar 
evening roeaL 

Ecevit fails to form 
new government 

. ANKARA (AP) — President 
Suleyman Demire! appeared 
likely to turn to some widely 
misled lawmaker to form 
Turkey's next government, 
after a veteran politician aban- 
doned efforts Monday to per- 
suade bickering political lead- 
os to support Mm in a pro- 
secular coalition. Bulem Ece- 
vit of the Democratic Left 
Party foiled in a three-week- 
old attempt to form a govern- 
ment that could command a 
. majority of votes in parlia- 
ment ‘It is now dear that no 
party leader can form a gov- 

• emntent that can win a vote of 
confidence,'’ former Premier 
Afesut Yilmaz said after talks 
with DemireL 

Israeli ‘spies 1 
plead not guilty 

LARNACA (AFP) — Two 
’• Israelis accused of espionage 
-pleaded not guilty in a Lar- 
tuca court on Monday. Udi 
Aigov, 37, and Igal Damari, 
49, pleaded not guilty to 
chains of spjring. conspiracy 
to commit espionage and pos- 
session of banned listening j 
equapmeoLThe two suspected 1 
Mossad agents were arrested 
on Nov. 9 in the southern fish- 
ing village of ZygL The pair’s 
second request in a month to 
■ be released into the custody of 
Se Israeli embassy was reject- 
ed Monday. 

-Cypriot minister cleared 
of graft charges 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Embat- 
^ Cypriot Interior Minisfer 
Pjnos Michaelides has been 
cleared by cabinet-appointed 
ipvestigaiors of two corrup- 
tion charges. Attorney Gener- 
^Alecos Mariddes said Mon- 
tiay. -There is K) evidence to 

justify c riminal proceedings 
a §aiik foe interior minister 
for either of the allegations 
“westigated," Mariddes said 
studying tite invesnga- 
J** 1 report Ihe accusations 
uy parifomeni watchdog com- 
chainnan and ruling 
{% party member Christos 

^"Bgourides, concerned 
■■Unlawful enrichment through 
sale of ^jattmenis and 
of power at the immi- 


Iraq rules out any conditions, 
demands censure of U.S., U.K. 

Aziz: 62 soldiers dead, 180 wounded in raids 


Agencies 

IRAQI DEPUTY Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz demanded 
Monday that Britain and the 
United States be brought to 
book for the four-night aerial 
blitz against Iraq and ruled out 
any conditions for future talks. 

“We will never, newer accept 
any conditions" he said. 

"Any talks, any discussion, 
unilaterally, directly with us or 
within the Security Council 
about the future shall not be 
accepted by Iraq unless first 
foe aggressors should be marie 
accountable for their aggres- 
sion." Aziz told a press confer- 
ence. 

‘This aggression should be 
the focus of discussion in any 
forum,” Aziz insisted. ‘They 
are criminals and this aggres- 
sion is a criminal aggression.” 

Meanwhile in New York, 
the Security Council began 
discussions of tbe aftermath of 
the bombings amid sharp divi- 
sions on the future of the U.N. 
weapons inspection regime. 

Britain and the United States 
insist the UN. Special Com- 
mission for disarmament 
(UNSCOM) should verify 
that Iraq no longer holds any 
weapons of mass destruction 
before sanctions can be lifted. 


“Iraq refuses, refuses all 
these conditions,” Aziz said. 

“We shall never, ever accept 
any conditions made by Clin- 
ton or Blair. Iraq refuses all 
these conditions totally and 
strongly.” 

Once President Bill Clinton 
and Prime Minister Tony Blair 
had been brought to account, 
“then and with that tire embar- 
go on Iraq should be lifted,” 
Aziz said. 

“Iraq cannont tolerate the 
embargo and UNSCOM, then 
foe aggression was added,” 
Aziz said 

“If anybody wants to find a 
political solution, this is the 
legal and political solution." 

Asked how Iraq could 
rebuild relations with the 
United Nations, Aziz said 
“We did not damage our rela- 
tions with the United Nations, 
they damaged the United 
Nations itself. They acted 
according to the law of the 
jungle. 

“ft is their (U.S. and 
Britain's) responsibility to 
rebuild their relations with the 
United Nations.” 

Iraq would refuse any con- 
ditions set out by Washington 
and London to resume rela- 
tions with tbe United Nations, 
he insisted 


In revealing the first official 
figures on military casualties. 
Aziz said 62 Iraqi soldiers 
died and 180 were wounded 
in the four nights of the U.S.- 
British aerial onslaught 
against Iraq. 

He accused Britain and the 
United States of lying about 
their achievements in the 
assault which ended Sunday 
night and detailed the loll on 
military personnel. 

‘The serious damage was in 
the civilian area.” Aziz told a 
press conference. 

Bur he gave no figures for 
civilians saying only they 
were much much higher than 
the military casualties. 

Iraqi Ambassador to the 
United Nations Nizar Ham- 
doon said Sunday that thou- 
sands of people were killed or 
wounded in the U.S. and 
British air strikes. But he gave 
no breakdown either. 

“Clinton and Blair lied and 
lied to their people,” Aziz 
charged. 

“After the suspension (of the 
air anacks) they gave an 
account of their achievements, 
here they lied again.” 

Aziz noted that Blair and 
Clinton “boasted great suc- 
cess” in their siaied aim which 
was to “weaken and diminish 


... Republican Guard and Spe- 
cial Republican Guard.” 

Aziz declared the weapons 
inspection programme of the 
UNCOM is now over, and the 
only solution would be lifting 
of economic sanctions 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“Iraq cannot tolerate the 
embargo and UNSCOM,” 
Aziz said, adding that the 
British and the American 
attacks have “killed 
UNSCOM." 

“UNSCOM is their casual- 
ty,” he said. 

The commission is respon- 
sible for dismantling Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
— chemical, biological or 
nuclear weapons and missiles 
with ranges in excess of 150 
kilometres. 

In halting the air strikes Sat- 
urday. President Clinton said 
the 70-hour assault had 
severely damaged President 
Saddam Hussein’s ability to 
build weapons of mass 
destruction. Clinton ordered 
the air strikes after a report by 
UNSCOM chief Richard But- 
ler said Iraq was obstructing 
the inspectors’ work. 

(Continued on page 12) 



Iraqis buy some food at a Baghdad market on Monday. Life in the Iraqi capital 
returned to normal but has just become a little harder for its sanctions-hit people as 
food prices rise sharply, not because of bombings but strong demand due to seasonal 
celebrations (AFP photo) 


Knesset approves 
early elections bill 


Arab League considers Arab summit 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli parliament Monday 
approved at first reading a bill 
colling for early elections. 

The bill presented by the 
opposition was approval by 
81 votes to 30, with four 
abstentions, and five MPs in 
foe 120-member House did 
not take part in foe vote, speak- 
er Dan Tikhon said. 

Israeli Frime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu voted 
for the bill as did liawkish For- 
eign Minister Ariel Sharon and 
more moderate Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai. 

Two more readings will be 
necessary over tlie next few 
weeks for foe bill to become 
law. bringing elections both for 
parliament and the post of 
prime minister witfiin three to 
six months instead of Novem- 
ber 2000. 

Netanyahu tried right up to 
the last-minute to prevent 
approval of foe bill issuing a 
last ditch appeal to opposition 
Labour leader Ehud Barak to 
join a government of national 
unity. But Barak made clear he 
would continue to reject the 
overture even if MPs granted 
ihe prime minister foe three 
days’ grace for talks which he 
soughL 

The Knesset rejected 
Netanyahu’s peace policies 56 
to 48. with two abstentions. 

The vote on elections was 


put, a few absent legislators 
returned to tbe chamber, and it 
was approved 81 to 30, with 
four abstentions. 

Netanyahu had said earlier 
he would negotiate an elec- 
tions date with the opposition. 
Media reports said they could 
come any time between the 
end of March and the begin- 
ning of June. 

Just before the vote on peace 
policies. Netanyahu 

approached the Knesset podi- 
um and launched into an 
appeal fora national unity gov- 
ernment 

It was an about-face for 
Netanyahu, who had counted 
out such appeals from mem- 
bers in his coalition. Now he 
appealed for unity. 

He suggested a time-out of 
72 hours to negotiate national 
unity. “We will investigate 
possibility to come together ... 
if we don't succeed at least we 
tried at this critical moment for 
IsraeL” 

Barak refused- “Its a little too 
late.” Barak said, adding that 
he doubted the sincerity of the 
offer 

Tbe Knesset's spectators’ 
gallery was packed with digni- 
taries as tbe political drama got 
under way. A sticker posted in 
foe parliament’s halls read, 
“Come on, Sara, let’s go 
home” — referring to 
Netanyahu's wife. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
head of the .Arab League on 
Monday began consulting 
Arab foreign ministers on a 
request to convene a summit 
over the U.S. -British air 
strikes on Iraq. 

The Arab summit would 
be foe first since June 1 996. 
shortly after Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu was elected to 
office, sparidng fears among 
Arabs that foe peace process 
would be set back. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdel 


Anti-U.S. protests continue 


Meguid announced that he 
had contacted the foreign 
ministers of the 22 Arab 
League members to inform 
them of Yemen’s request for 
an Arab summit to discuss 
foe Iraq situation. 

However, Arab diplomats 
in Cairo say it is unlikely 
such a summit will be held 
because of opposition from 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

At the end of a League 
meeting on the U.S.-firitish 


air strikes, Kuwaiti delegate 
Abdul Aal A1 Kinai said his 
country “does not oppose 
holding an Arab summit to 
relaunch Arab solidarity.” 

Bul he said, “(inter- Arab) 
frankness must be guaran- 
teed before the reconcilia- 
tion.” 

Representatives from Jor- 
dan, Morocco. Sudan and 
the United .Arab Emirates 
expressed support for hold- 
ing an Arab summit, which 


was backed Sunday by 
Egypt. 

The Syrian delegate, how- 
ever, said he was not autho- 
rised to speak on foe issue. 

At a news conference, 
Abdel Meguid denied spec- 
ulation the summit was 
being used as an excuse to 
mask a weak reaction by 
Arab governments to foe 
military strikes against Iraq, 
w hich sparked angTy public 
protests throughout foe Arab 


World. 

“To stop this kind of mili- 
tary power is not in foe 
hands of the Arabs,” he said. 

He added that foe sum- 
mit’s goal was to point out 
that military strikes are not 
foe means to enforce com- 
pliance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

The result of the strikes, 
he said, “is that Saddam 
Hussein has gained more 
popularity in the Arab 
World.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


Humanitarian programme set back 

260,000 tonnes of rice destroyed 


Russian envoy to 
return to U.S. soon 


BAGHDAD (AP) — U.S. 
and British air strikes dis- 
rupted the distribution of 
suppties under foe U.N.- 
approved oil-for-food pro- 
gramme, foe U.N. humani- 
tarian coordinator in Iraq 
said Monday. 

The coordinator. Hans 
von Sponeck. also con- 
firmed an earlier report that 
a U.N. warehouse full of 
rice was destroyed and said 
it was in foe city of Tikrit. 

Tikrit, foe hometown of 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, is 170 kilometres 
north of Baghdad. 

The warehouse, managed 
by foe U.N. World Food 


Programme, held 26(1,000 
tonnes of rice. 

Von Sponeck told Associ- 
ated Press Television News 
that “our programme has 
been severely curtailed.” 

More than J00 U.N. aid 
workers were evacuated 
last Friday to Amman, but 
U.N. officials said they 
would return to Iraq on 
Tuesday. 

Those workers — along 
with about 30 “essential 
staff’ who stayed in Bagh- 
dad — supervise foe oil- 
for-food programme. 

The programme, which is 
an exception to U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq’s 


1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
allows Iraq to sell limited 
quantities of oil to buy 
needed food and medicine 
for its 22 million people. 

Oil continued to flow dur- 
ing foe bombardment, both 
U.N. and Iraqi officials 
said. But foe arrival of food 
was disrupted because 
monitors were not in place. 

Also Monday, foe U.N. 
Children’s Fund, UNICEF, 
said in a statement that it 
has drawn up plans to 
repair some of the buildings 
in Baghdad that were dam- 
aged during the airstrikes. 

t Continued on page 12) 


MOSCOW ( AFP) — Russ- 
ian ambassadors withdrawn 
from Washington and Lon- 
don in protest at Anglo- 
American airstrikes against 
Iraq will return to foeir 
posts soon, foe ITAR-Tass 
news agency reported 
Monday. 

Russia's long-serving 
U.S. ambassador, Yufi 
Vorontsov, and his counter- 
part in London Yury Fokin 
were recalled last week at 
foe height of foe Iraq crisis. 

However, citing highly- 
placed foreign ministry 
sources, foe news agency 
said foe two envoys would 


return to foe U.S. and 
British capitals "in foe 
coming days.” It did not 
elaborate. 

A spokesman for foe 
Russian foreign ministry 
said he could not confirm 
the report, and the U.S. and 
British embassies here said 
they had no information 
about the ambassadors’ 
mooted return. 

Russia, not consulted 
over foe U.S.-British air 
strikes which it had vehe- 
mently opposed, had never 
before ordered its Washing- 
ton ambassador to pull out 
in this way. 


By Alia A. Toukan 


Government manages to walk tightrope in Iraq crisis 
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AMMAN — fr ,r now, Jordan 
can breathe a sigh of relief that 
the latest air strikes on Iraq are 

over. But some officials fear that 
the Iraqi problem could soon 
resurface, forcing the govern- 
ment, once again, to tread a deli- 
cate line between its official neu- 
tral position, and the country s 
nro-Iraq sentiments. 

Following the end of foe four- 
dav U.S.-British air strikes 
against Ira q. Jordanian* have 
begun assessing foe Kingdoms 
policy towards foe latest ensis. 

F Although many analysts have 


given the government a “thumbs 
up" for its handling of domestic 
opposition to foe air strikes, law- 
makers as well as prominent 
politicians and writers, have crit- 
icised it for not throwing its 
weight behind Iraq. 

In a heated Lower House of 
Parliament debate on Sunday, 
spearheaded by the speaker of the 
bouse, Abdul Hadi Majali. the 
government came under heavy 
fire for what deputies described 
as its fence-sitting strategy. 

One deputy after another took 
to the podium to condemn foe 
attack, and demand retaliatory 
diplomatic action against Wash- 


ington, London, and Israel. 

The Kingdom should unilater- 
ally lift the economic sanctions 
against Iraq, demanded several 
deputies — bul impossible for 
Jordan considering it would 
mean violating an international- 
ly-sanctioned embargo. 

Jordan's support for foe Iraqi 
people, at both foe official and 
foe popular level, remains iron- 
clad. despite strained ties 
between Amman and Baghdad, 
and foe Kingdom’s close links 
with Washington. 

But foe parliamentary debate 
was significant in that it high- 
lighted foe wide gap between 


government policy and public 
sentiment, say analysts. But in 
stark contrast to foe 1990-91 Gulf 
War. the general public appeared 
more subdued this time. 

The recent air strikes, however, 
once again demonstrated Jor- 
dan’s unenviable position. Faced 
by a Middle East peace process 
moving at a snail's pace, coupled 
with turmoil to foe east of its bor- 
der, Jordan is held hostage to the 
political winds of the region. 

“Despite the sensitivity of our 
position between Iraq in foe east 
and the Palestinians in foe west, 
this country has been dealing 
with foe situation in a way that 


would minimise our losses and 
maximise our gains. This is a 
legitimate stance and a means of 
self-defence.” Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh told parliament 
Sunday, responding to the 
deputies' attack. 

Throughout the year, when two 
U.S. crises with Iraq were on foe 
brink of erupting, and during the 
latest strike, Jordan made it clear 
fo3t it was unwilling to set foe 
clock back eight years when 
Amman’s perceived pro-Iraq 
stand left it shunned by its West- 
ern and Gulf allies for years, and 
inflicted massive losses on the 
country's fragile economy. 


Since the 1990-91 Gulf War. 
foe Kingdom has shifted 
alliances, repaired its damaged 
ties with the west, distanced itself 
from foe Iraqi regime, and made 
peace with Israel. 

“Under these circumstances, 
we have done very well, and 
have matured with the eight- 
year-old crisis " remarked one 
official, requesting anonymity, 
adding that it would have proved 
difficult to maintain quiet domes- 
tic opposition if the strikes had 
resumed for much longer. 

(Continued on page 12) 




2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 22, 1998 


London continues 
campaign to regain 
support lost over Iraq 


LONDON (AFPj — London 
on Monday continued its 
intensive campaign to regain 
international support lost over 
its decision to join four days of 
U.S. air and missile strikes on 
Iraq. 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook met his German coun- 
terpart Joschka Fischer, saying 
that he would spend the rest of 
tire day in telephone talks with 
other European and Arab lead- 
ers and UN. Security Council 
members. . 

Alter splitting from the 
international community and 
becoming the oily nation to 
join the United States in 
attacking Iraq. Britain faces an 
uphill task in its attempts to 
buDd support for its strategy of 
diplomacy backed by the con- 
stant threat of ready force. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said Sunday that London and 
Washington's future strategy 
would be for tighter sanctions 
and isolation of Iraq — medi- 
ated by more effective aid for 
the Iraqi people and opposition 
— backed by the permanent 
threat of strikes. 

This contrasts with calls 
around the world for a review 
of the UN. sanctions in place 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
1990 and a reabsotbtion of 
Iraq into the international 
community. 

“What TD be seeking to do 
is to build the broadest possi- 
ble consensus in the 
international community 
a g ainst Saddam, and making 
sure that he is as isolated as 
possible both in the 
international community and 
also among his own people.” 
Cook told BBC radio. 

Fischer, on the other hand, 
speaking after the meeting, 
pressed for the "reintegration" 
of Iraq, adding: “The priority 
needs to be humanitarian aid." 


He added when Germany's 
six-month presidency of the 
15-nation European Union 
began in January. Bonn would 
coordinate attempts to start a 
European initiative delivering 
aid to Baghdad. 

While te did not directly 
criticise the U.S.-British 
strikes, he said he was "very 
happy" they were over. 

"On the whole we will have 
to focus very much on creating 
a situation in which we need 
not return to the confrontation 
we have just seen,” he said, 
although be repeated that 
Bonn thought Iraq brought the 
strikes on itself. 

He further acknowledged 
dial after talks with Cook and 
French Foreign Minster 
Hubert Vedrine creating EU 
unanimity on Iraq "will not be 
easy." 

Cook tried to aigue that 
Britain and the UJS. were 
themselves not as isolated as 
they appeared. 

“The majority of the govern- 
ments in the Arab World per- 
fectly well understand that 
Saddam is trying to achieve 
that capacity fix weapons of 
terror and that military 
machine to use against them," 
be told the BBC. 

Later he said he had 
“absolute confidence that with 
the German government that 
we will be able to build a con- 
sensus to go ahead and build a 
strategy of containment of 
Saddam Hussein." 

Cook said be agreed with the 
delivery of EU food and med- 
icines “in die new few 
months” and proposed with 
Fischer an annual EU human 
rights report on Iraq. 

Asked about French propos- 
als Jot continued control of 
Iraqi arms combined with a 
review of sanctions and an 
improvement in living condi- 


tions for Iraqi citizens. Cook 
was dismissive in the earlier 
interview. 

“If you go around Europe 
you'll find that there is an 
awful lot more support for the 
perspective that we have 
taken." he saicL 

But be welcomed France's 
detemunation ' to continue to 
work with London and Wash- 
ington. 

Cook also denied that Lon- 
don had lost face by lnwKhing 
the raids without any clear 
strategy for the post-strikes 
period, an accusation levelled 
in almost all British papers on 
Monday. 

“We have had a diplomatic 
strategy ready for some time,*’ 
be said. “You can't start that 
diplomatic campaign in the 
middle of military campaign." 

The British intervention and 
die unstinting support given by 
Blair to Washington's hardline 
stance raised hackles in 
Europe coming only two 
weeks after a Franco-Britisfa 
agreement on joint military 
operations seen as a first step 
towards building an indepen- 
dent European defence force. 

France criticised the raids 
launched without prior 
approval of die UN. Security 
Council, and Italy expressed 
“regret" that Britain acted 
against Iraq without consult- 
ing EU partners. Fischer went 
as for as to aigue for a lifting of 
sanctions. 

Britain is facing criticism at 
home as welL 

Calling off a truce observed 
while British forces were in 
action, Conservative foreign 
policy spokesman Michael 
Howard warned Monday of a 
developing "policy vacuum” 
and a lack of a diplomatic con- 
sensus which “does not bode 
well for the future.” 






A U.S. Harrier jet lands on board the USS BeDeau-Wood sailing Monday in northern 
Gulf waters (AFP photo) 

‘Kuwait no party to war on Iraq’ 


KUWAIT cm' (AFP) — 
Kuwait is not involved in the 
hostilities against Iraq, the for- 
eign minister said Monday, 
although British warplanes 
took off from bases in the 
sheikhdom where thousands 
of U.S. troops are deployed. 

"We were not implicated 
although Kuwait has various 
agreements with a number of 
states," Sheikh Sabah A] 
Ahmad A1 Sabah told journal- 
ists. 

He said other Gulf states 


had s imilar agreements, 
meaning military cooperation 
accords with Western and 
Gulf countries. 

“I assert once again that 
Kuwait is not a party in this 
affair.” 

Last Friday, after the U.S.- 
British air war on Iraq began, 
the minister was first moved 
to deny any Kuwaiti role. 

British Tornado fighter- 
bombers rook off from Ali AJ 
Salem airbase in Kuwait to 
carry out repeated air raids on 


Arab TV station wins double Saddam scoop 


By Habib lYabelsi 

Age nee France Presse 

DUBAI — President Saddam Hus- 
sein intervened twice publicly in the 
air war on Iraq and both times be 
chose a satellite television based in 
Qatar with a growing reputation for 
defying orthodox Arab media values. 

The Iraqi strongman clearly want- 
ed to reach the widest Arab audience 
with his appeal Friday to his coun- 
trymen to resist the U.S.-British 
onslaught and a speech Sunday pay- 
ing tribute to his people. 

With his own two Iraqi stations 
silenced by rhe aerial blitz, he chose 
A1 Jazira. providing the station with 
exclusive raped messages. 

“The American CNN and British 
BBC were also considered," said A1 
Jazira’s Director General Moham- 
mad Jassem. “Saddam preferred AJ 
Jazira for its credibility and wide 


audience in die Arab World" 

“Our station refuses to be any 
regime’s propaganda instrument It 
is open to any Arab leader” be 
stressed. 

AJ Jazira is no stranger to contro- 
versy having provoked a series of 
official protests from Arab countries 
since it was launched in November 
1996. 

But it has ridden the storms taboo 
subjects have whipped up and today 
enjoys high ratings in the Arab 
World. 

The Arab States Broadcasting 
Union (ASBU), set up through the 
.Arab League, has refused to allow in 
A1 Jazira despite its official mono of 
"promoting brotherhood between 
Arab countries." 

ASBU demanded in the peculiar 
language employed in the Middle 
East when toeing the official line is 
required, that A1 Jazira confirm to 


the “code of honour of the Arab 
media.” 

“I think that on the contrary A1 
Jazira's joining would be an honour 
for the ASBU," said Jassem. ‘The 
Arab people have acquired trust in 
Al Jazira, despite the anger of some 
Arab governments.” he said 

The channel’s star programme 
called “The Opposite Meaning” has 
provided a tribune for opponents of 
many governments unused to hear- 
ing and not ready ro accept differing 
views. 

Egypt, Jordan. Algeria, Morocco. 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have all 
protested about the programme 
fronted by Syrian Faisal Al Qassem. 

Even the U.S. embassy in Doha, 
capital of Qatar, made a strong 
protest after calls to strike American 
interests were made during the pro- 
gramme early this year when. Wash- 
ington was threatening Baghdad 


Qassem has been accused of being 
an agent for the Americans, Iraq. 
Israel and Syria. 

“That proves I'm on the right 
path.” Qassem told AFP. 

A survey among journalists in the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt and 
Tunisia found that Qassem's pro- 
gramme was their favourite in the 
Arab World where official-speak is 
the order of the day. 

“Is it contrary to this code of hon- 
our ro discuss a point of view and the 
opposite of that point of view?” 
asked Deputy Director General 
Abdullah Al Haj. 

“I don’t think any Arab regime has 
been as denigrated on Al Jazira as 
Iraq,” he noted “We are trying to 
inform people in an objective way 
whether it pleases some people or 
not.” 

The Saddam scoops might be con- 
sidered a just reward 


Iraq and several thousand 
US. troops are at Camp 
Doha. 

American warplanes are at 
the Ali Al Jaber base, SO kilo- 
metres south of Kuwait City, 
invaded by Saddam Hussein's 
troops in 1990, sparking the 
1991 Gulf wan 

Kuwait expressed hope the 
end of the air blitz will ease 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and lead to the implemen- 
tation of UN. resolutions on 
full Iraqi disarmament. 


Military success of 
Iraq bombing not 
clear — analysts 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
military success of the four- 
day U.S.-British bombing 
blitz against Iraq is far from 
clear-cut, British military 
analysts said Monday. 

Nick Cook, aviation edi- 
tor at Jane’s Defence Week- 
ly, said that for all the dra- 
matic military video pic- 
tures of bombs landing on 
buildings, Saddam Hus- 
sein's remaining arsenals of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion may have escaped. 

“It’s impossible to know: 
as far as anyone's con- 
cerned all you could be hit- 
ting are empty buildings." 

Cook said the Iraqis were 
“very adept” at moving 
their most powerful 
weapons out of harm’s way 
despite the huge amount of 
high-technology spy equip- 
ment deployed against 
them. 

“I’m sure they know 
exactly when an American 
spy satellite passes over. 
Obviously they know when 
a spy plane passes," he said. 
'There is not continuous 
coverage." 

Although the primary jus- 
tification for the biggest 
cruise missile attacks in his- 
tory was eradicating the last 
elements of Iraq’s once- 
exteosive chemical and bio- 
logical warfare programme. 
Cook said the post-bomb- 
ing emphasis seemed to be 
falling on undermining Sad- 
dam's political base. 

“Its notable that the tar- 
gets they've been talking up 
are Saddam Hussein's 
power base.” be said, listing 
the installations of the elite 
Republican Guard, the 
communications and (he 
command and control net- 
works. 

“It would be interesting to 
see whether the actual 
bombing attacks are fol- 


lowed up with rather more 
covert destabilisation tech- 
niques." Cook said, such as 
jamming of radio stations. 

Neil Partrick. head of 
Middle East programme at 
the Royal United Service 
Institute for Defence Stud- 
ies, also said that Washing- 
ton and London showed 
they wanted to put Sad- 
dam's power base "directly 
under pressure... so they 
might in the near-renn 
future move against Sad- 
dam.” 

However, he said that 
even the success of this 
prong of the attack was sur- 
rounded by uncertainty 
since bombing the Republi- 
can Guards might in the end 
dissuade, rather than per- 
suade them from mounting 
a coup. 

Tts a bit like taking the 
rug away from the very 
people who you hope fer- 
vently may move against 
Saddam,” he said. 

Given this paradox, the 
U.S.-British leaders may be 
relieved that they were con- 
strained by the start of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan 
and international pressure 
to keep the campaign short 
and therefore limit their 
punishment of the elite 
troops. 

“If they had been as suc- 
cessful as claimed, they 
would be undermining the 
very people” they needed to 
overthrow Saddam, Partrick 
said. “It’s a hard circle to 
square.” 

As with the attacks on 
sites suspected of links to 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. the attacks on the 
Republican Guards and 
other security centres may 
also not have worked sim- 
ply because “many of the 
key installations have been 
emptied,” Partrick said. 


Annan ‘hopeful 9 on anniversary 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — UN. chief 
Kofi Annan expressed regret Monday that 
Libya had failed to hand over two suspects in 
time for the lOfoamihmao'oflfaeLodceibie 
bombing. But the UN. chief, who held talks 
with Libyan President Moammar Qadhafi on 
Dec. 5, told reporters here he was “still hope- 
fid that we wfll get a positive decision from the 
Libyan government” Annan was asked 
whether he had a message for the families of 
the 270 victims of the Dec. 21. 1988 bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. He replied: “Its regrettable that 10 years 
after the event, we have not been able to get to 
the truth so they can put this behind them, 
mourn their dead and carry on with their lives.'' 

Envoys meet over Ocalan 

ANKARA (AFP) — Italian and T urkish diplo- 
mats have met to discuss a way out of the cri- 
sis sparked by the arrest of Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan, the Anarolia news 


agency reported Monday. One solution dis- 
cussed at foe meeting, in the Turkish embassy 
in Rome, was the expulsion of Ocalan to a 
third country agreed by Ankara and Rome, 
Anatolia said. 

Israel urged to release Syrian 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — One 
hundred French intellectuals have called on 
Israel to release a Syrian who has served 10 
years of a 25-year sentence for plotting an 
attack against the Jewish state, his lawyer said 
on Monday. Yasser Moazan was 17-years-oid 
when he was captured in the “security zone” 
set up by Israel in southern Lebanon, his 
lawyer, Tamar Peleg, said He was sentenced 
to 25 years in prison for planning to carry our 
an attack on Israeli territory, she said Since 
August, he has been hospitalised for treatment 
of a serious kidney problem. In a petition sent 
to Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, the 100 french intellectuals said 
Moazan was urgently in need of a kidney 
transplant. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Children's French programme 
, 15:30 ...Canoon-Baremas inPyjamas 
I 16:00 ...—Doc - Life Choices 
1630 .....Ch. 2 links with Ch. I 
17:00 ....Doc. - Mahers ofihcWiid 
18:15 .......Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

, 19:00 JLe Journal 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19-30 News headlines 

1935 Comedy - Step by Step 

20ri)0 Journey Across the World 
of Islam 

2030 J>ama- Tom Jones 

21:05 Doc. — You and Your Car 

2130 UN Cut 

22:00 News in English 

2230 — Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature film —‘‘Stone, Scis- 
sors, Paper” 

0030 EndofXX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:05 J^ajr 

06-37 (Sunrise) Duha 

1134 _ - Dhuhr 

14:18 ‘Asr 

16:41 - ....Maghreb 

1&04 — 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Maty of Nazareth Church 
Sweified TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 




4622366 

A n gjBca n Church Tel. 
4624S53/46248 1 1 . 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chnrdi Tel. 4771751. 

Amm an International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

Gennan-spea/dng Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salte College TeL 5661757 
Church of (he Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TfeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swo- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Urriate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Lan guage 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Chuch TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Q>Mic 

Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 

Church TeL 477S261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meicorvlogy 


Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly with winds southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
nefftherfy moderate and seas calm. 


A mman 

Aqaba — 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


07/17 

- -09/24 

05/2D 

11/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 22 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 50 percent, 
Aqaba 42 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajkxm 

Jerash — 

UmQays — 

Madaba 

Petra 

Dead Sea — 


03/11 

-. 10/18 

- -06/17 

—.04/15 

03/17 

12/25 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du AbdldMa^dAISha'ir. _439 1405 
Dr. Pakftri 

Thyeh -4915880 

Dt FaktarBabekL 5522233 

Dr. MazmNbaB 5350435 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AJ Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....5537004 

RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mebammad AJ Sbar7ffi)7 J00588 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zaboar Al Qadi ..<09)906606 
Palestine Pharmacy. .(09 1983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre — .4637111 
CivQ Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emetgency — .199 
Rescue Police- 192, 4621111, 4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police., — -5343402 

Traffic Police. -4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Comptointx. 5661 176 

Water & Sewage Canphinis 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance} — 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Aixfaii TeL Repairs-.-.— 5661 101 


-V’sw.- 

Jordan Television 47731 11 

Radio Jordan 47741 11 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information-. .44-53200 
Queen Alia M Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: * 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sutgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre-5856856 

Luanfla .4630195 

Khali di Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

JahaJ Amman Moronity-. ..4642362 
Maihas. J. Amman. — .4636140 
Palestine, Shnwisani — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

Univereity Hospital 5353444 

AhMuasher Hospital 5667227/9 

ALAhlLAbdafi 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muftajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir — 47751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Araal Hospital 5607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre -5353000 



(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital 402)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibo A] Nafees Hospital 

(0217101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital — JG2)71CG100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (05)20401 11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AHA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian f RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 ( 52700 % Information On 
Royal Wag? flights am be sup- 
plied on phone 487 5 20 J -5 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Iffigjbts 

ZARQA: 05:50 .Tehran (RJ) 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 06:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

Zarqa National HcspiiaL (09)900560 07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

Ibn Sim Hospital — (09)98673 1 09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Al Ffikma Modem Hospital 


Muses, Dubai (RJ) 


10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1630 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO ....London, Frankfurt (RJ) 
17:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
21:10 New Yoric, Amescnfam (aid) (RJ) 
22:10 Bangkok, Shariqab ladd) (RJ) 

23:10 J3eimt(RJ) 

0105 TU Aviv (add) (RJ) 

04:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Olher Flights 

1230 Aden(IY) 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

1&00 — Dubai. Damascus (EKl 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

1&45 Kiev (6LTj 

19rOS Paris (AF) 

2035 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20-AO Cano (MS) 

22z25 -London, Damascus (BA) 
23:35 — —— Amstertiam (XL) 

2355 Lamaca(CY) 

0035 Bucharest iRO) 

0200 Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09-50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

11: 10. Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

l&OQ.Aqaba (striving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:45 Td Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

2250 Aqaba (arriving at Matka 
Airport) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
0&25 -Amsterdam. New Yoric (RJ) 

10=50 Berlin. Brussels (RJ) 

11:05 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1&00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

19-35 Beirut (RJ) 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

23K» leddafa (add) (RJ) 

23:10 Td Aviv (add) (RJ) 

00-AO Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights 


07:10 

13-30 

15:35 

Uk00 ._ 

19>10 

20=00 

21:10 

21:40 _ 

0035 

0135 

03:00 


Frankfurt (LH) 

AdenflY) 

Istanbul (IK) 

Dubai (EKl 

Kiev(6U) 


^ Tel Aviv (LY) 

Cairo (MS) 

--.-Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 

Rom: (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) flights 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- ? 
pat)' CKW) ' \ 

0830— Aqaba (from Marka Air- 4 
port)(RW) * 

1630 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
portXRW) | 

2030 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) | 


Home News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 22, 1998 


■ "'4s qj. 
iTl «Hiuir ' 

-Repu^ 

'juheon 


* 
Sef i 

rudui. ilk 
tt's mavis 
: "erecuj. 
'tin of ^ 


il pn-saif. 
pawn ^ 
limit ifo 
«hi ^ 

>e*n as sat- 
imed. ihp 

miming it 
nerdafe 
am. Panra* 
irJ urcle si 

•injck' a 
••t links i 
.0 ?' iImiu;- 
cl> on k 
.iuard' xtj 
venire^ ro, 
worf.ed rii&; 
many uf ill 
i- hjtf te 
ivp. -.jd 



■■.•Iwmi it 
kbhento? 

j jtk! toft 


tf-'Pi-k 

j-.c dW* 

fu? 

, r nloiDitti 

s f.jtf* 
<-Li«ir- -' lff ; 
lyrurvo. I*; ! 


1,0 1 


*" A 

• ivr 





Members of the Lower House National Guidance Committee meet Monday with 
Information Minister Nasser Judeh iPetra photo* 

House committee asks that official 
media serve as public forum 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House’s National 
Guidance Committee Mon- 
day, requested that the official 
media serve as a forum for 
the public to express the peo- 
ple’s views concerning issues 
of concern to the nation. 

The committee also asked 
that media affiliated with the 
Information Ministry play a 
leading role in safeguarding 
the country’s traditions, help 
enhance the sense of national 
belonging among the Jordan- 
ian public and reflect the 
country’s policies and its 
btight image before the 
world, the committee's chair- 
person, Raji Haddad, said. 

Speaking at a meeting 
attended by Information Min- 
ister Nasser Judeh and heads 
of official information depart- 
ments, Haddad said the com- 
mittee demanded that Parlia- 
ment and the government 


intensify- their efforts to 
develop journalism and the 
media profession and 
upgrade the work of the coun- 
try's official information ser- 
vices in a manner that would 
reflect the credibility' of the 
Kingdom and its achieve- 
ments and help highlight Jor- 
dan’s role within the Arab and 
international communities. 

The committee asked that 
national cultural and artistic 
production be supported by 
allowing such activities to be 
presented through official 
media outlets, Haddad added. 

He said the committee 
requested that the official 
media be the main source for 
all credible information and 
reflect the Jordanian public's 
feelings and views. 

Judeh told the committee 
that the government is con- 
cerned with maintaining 
cooperation among the com- 


mittee, Parliament and the 
press in a bid to help the 
media better serve the nation. 

The minister said thm the 
government is concerned 
with the enforcement of the 
Press and Publications Law 
but in a flexible manner, as it 
strives to maintain a good 
level of cooperation with the 
press. 

He said the government is 
following a policy of dia- 
logue with the various media 
services and the press 
because the media reflects the 
country ’s political position. 

Judeh also noted that the 
Information Ministry' has 
concluded an agreement with 
the Jordan Press Association 
on referring issues connected 
with the application of the 
press’ code of honour to the 
JPA to deal with them 
through its disciplinary coun- 
cil. 


Ad hoc committee to request 
changes to pharmacists law 


Ben Hussein 


AMMAN — A special com- 
mittee formed to look into 
ways of curbing the increas- 
ing n umb er of pharmacies in 
the Kingdom will refer its 
recommendations on intro- 
ducing new articles to the 
pharmacists law to the 
health minister today, a 
pharmacists union official 
said yesterday. 

The recommendations 
include issuing pharmacy 
licences in the Amman area 
only to individuals who are 
graduates in pharmaceutical 
sciences with at least five 
years’ working experience, 
said Talal Albo, secretary 
general of the Jordan Phar- 
macists Association. 

As for die rest of the coun- 
try, Albo said the recom- 
mendations set the mini- 
mum experience to open a 
pharmacy at four years for 
governorates and three for 
districts, with no minimum 
experience for rural areas. 

Another measure stipu- 
lates that any pharmacist 
who sells his/her pharmacy 
will be considered as having 


no experience- if he/she later 
applies for a licence to open 
a new pharmacy. The appli- 
cant will have to work as a 
pharmacist to regain the 
required experience to open 
a new pharmacy, said Albo. 

Jordan bas one of the 
highest pharmacy-popula- 
tion ratios in the world, said 
Albo. 

“Since approximately 65 
per cent of Kingdom’s pop- 
ulation receives its medicine 
from the Health Ministry or 
military or university hospi- 
tals. the 1.600 pharmacies 
currently operating across 
the Kingdom must compete 
for the remaining 35 per 
cent of the market." Albo 
told the Jordan Times earli- 
er. 

■This has led to a situation 
where there are barely 1,000 
people per pharmacy in Jor- 
dan, compared to the world 
average of about one phar- 
macy per 5.500 citizens," he 
added. 

Albo said the pharmacists' 
situation is further com- 
pounded by an expected ten- 
fold increase in the number 
of pharmaceutical science 


■ . graduates -in. the .coating- 
years. Jordanian universities 
graduate an average of 100- 
200 pharmacists a year, but 
the number of universities 
offering majors in pharma- 
ceutical sciences will 
increase from three to seven 
within the coining next two 
years. 

Albo said an amendment 
has been recommended con- 
cerning the distance 
between pharmacies in 
commercial and residential 
areas, it stipulates that the 
minimum distance between 
one pharmacy and another 
in a commercial area must 
exceed 150 metres instead 
of the current 40 metres, 
while in residential areas the 
distance musi exceed 250 
metres instead of 150 
metres. 

i The recommendation state 

*that the size of any pharma- 
cy should be 40 square 
metres instead of the current 
32 square metres, added 
.Albo. 

The committee comprises 
officials from the Health 
Ministry and the Jordan 
Pharmacists Association. 


House requests Arab Parliamentary Union 
meeting to discuss attacks on Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament on 
Monday called for an emer- 
gency meeting of die Arab Par- 
liamentary Union to discuss 
the U.S.-U.K. attacks on Iraq, 
which the House described as 
a dangerous precedent that 
violated the UK Charier and 
international law. 

“The Lower House has fol- 
lowed with deep pain and con- 
cern- the flagrant U-S.-Brmsh 
aggression against Iraq, which 
resulted in the destruction of 
numerous military and civilian 
installations and caused the 
death and injury of innocent 
people," said a' House state- 
ment. 

“The U.S.-Brinsh attack was 
based on UNSCOM’s report, 
which was viewed with criti- 
cism and suspicion by various 
governments and organisa- 


tions in the West who 
described it as lacking integrity 
and serving the US. adminis- 
tration’s purposes," the state- 
ment added. 

it said the attacks, bundled 
on Iraq against the will of the 
U.N.. the majority of the Secu- 
rity Council members and the 
world community, have creat- 
ed a very dangerous precedent 
that will encourage other 
nations to launch similar 
attacks on other countries at 
will. 

“It is unacceptable to see the 
U.5. leading the Middle East 
peace process while at the 
same time leading acts of 
aggression against a country in 
the same region,” noted "the 
statement. 

Calling for an end to a dou- 
ble-standards policy concern- 
ing the elimination of mass 


destruction weapons, the 
House said this principle 
should be applied to all parties 
through peaceful dialogue and 
agreements to enable the 
region to enjoy real peace and 
security. 

While urging the world com- 
munity to prevent similar acts 
in the future, the statement 
voiced appreciation of the 
stand of the Russian and Chi- 
nese governments and parlia- 
ments, who supported a peace- 
ful solution to die crisis. 

“The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment has decided that the sanc- 
tions on Iraq should be broken 
and calls on the government to 
carry out this decision and ail 
other Arab stales to follow suit. 
The House calls on Arab coun- 
tries to hold an emergency 
summit meeting to help restore 
solidarity a mons Arab states 


and confront U.S. attempts ro 
impose its hegemony on the 
Arab Nation."' 

“At the same time, the 
House calls for an extraordi- 
nary meeting of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union to discuss 
the attacks against Iraq and 
adopt a unified stand in the 
face of this aggression,*' the 
statement said. 

House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali sent a copy of the state- 
ment to APU President Ahmad 
Faihi Stout, noting that the 
emergency' meeting' requested 
could be field in any Arab cap- 
ital 

Writers group stages 
sit-in to protest attacks 

Also on Monday, the Jordan 
Writers Association staged a 
sit-in at the association's 


offices in Amman to protest 
the American-British attacks 
on Iraq. 

After a minute of silence in 
honour of the victims of the air 
strikes, several speakers deliv- 
ered addresses expressing soli- 
darity with the Iraqi people and 
calling for the collection of 
donations to be sent to Iraq by 
a delegation representing the 
association. 

The association issued a 
statement condemning the 
attack as a barbaric act of 
aggression against the Arab 
people. 

A major public rally was 
held in the city of Salt in the 
Balqa govemoraie during 
which speakers denounced the 
U.S.-British attacks and . ailed 
for the lifting of the sanctions 
that have been on Iraq for the 
past eight years. 


Envoys offer differing views of EU success in Mideast 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — European 
envoys in Amman on Monday 
showed signs of disharmony 
when it came to presenting 
their views on areas in which 
the EU has or has not made 
achievements in the Middle 
East. 

At a press conferences ahead 
of the passing of the gavel of 
the rotating European Union 
presidency, the ambassadors 
representing the EU troika - 
the current, former, and future 
presidents of the EU - agreed 
that their economic role has 
been successful, but saw their 
political role in different lights. 

For Austrian Ambassador 
Philipp Hoy os, whose country 
currently holds the presidency, 
the EU political role in the 
Middle East peace process 
could have been more promi- 
nent 

"The EU played an active 
role in its relations with the 
Middle East in the economic 
fields, but we would Eke to 
play a political role in the 
peace process,” Hoyos said. 
“But the conditions were not 
in our favour, therefore we 
were not able to do so,” he 

Supporting his diplomatic 
colleague’s position, German 
Ambassador Peter Mende said 
his country would do its 


utmost to back the ongoing 
peace process and to further 
cement European Union links 
when Germany takes over the 
presidency in January. 

“It goes without saying that 
the old European role should 
be changed, but we will try, 
during the German presidency, 
to enlarge the political role of 
Europe." 

But he stressed the EU's 
“firm position” saying that 
“we stand by the legitimate 
right of the Palestinians to self- 
determination, as well as the 
security of Israel.” 

But British Ambassador 
Christopher Battiscombe. 
whose country presided over 
the EU presidency from Janu- 
ary to June 1998, said he 
believed Europe indeed played 
an active role, particularly with 
regard to the work of special 
EU Envoy to the Middle East 
Miguel Mconnos, but in a 
complimentary manner: 

*T think we do have a signif- 
icant role, but the Americans 
remains in the lead, and our 
role is a supporting one," said 
Baitiscornbe. 

He said that the EU has been 
working in “practical ways, 
like security cooperation with 
the Palestinians, helping in the 
establishment of die new air- 
port in Gaza, and on several 
other issues." 

In representing the countries 


of the EU, Mende emphasised, 
the international body repre- 
sents the citizens of member 
stares. Therefore, he explained. 
the EU has io take decisions 
that are understandable to their 
citizens; peace abroad, securi- 
ty at home and economic pros- 
perity with a guarantee of high 
levels of employment 

“Europe has on interest and 
responsibilities in the Middle 
East region, so we would like 
to take our share of the whole 
process." die German ambas- 
sador said. 

Saying there are “several 
issues between the EU and the 
Middle East in which the 
member states will continue to 
work on in all dimensions," 
Mende cited as an example 
that “the EU may also acquire 
a particular role in supporting 
the preparation and observa- 
tion of the elections in the 
Palestinian territories.” 

“We also believe that Jordan 
is a very active partner, there- 
fore we have to consider all its 
problems, the refugee problem 
being one of die main issues,” 
he said. 

Jordan signed an EU-Jordan 
partnership agreement in 
Brussels at die end of 1997, 
and also engaged during die 
last few years in several Euro- 
Mediterranean dialogues, 
which concentrated on eco- 
nomic, political security. 


social and cultural issues. 

Turning to the Issue of Iraq 
and the reasons the EU is 
divided on the role it should 
take in solving the eight-year 
old crisis, as well as factors for 
h nor applying the same strate- 
gy' to the Iraq problem as it 
does to the peace process by 
appointing a special envoy to 
Baghdad, the envoys leaned 
on the United Nations. 

‘The Iraq crisis or question 
is not pan of die EU policy, but 
it is pan of the U.N. and the 
Security' Council policies,” the 
German ambassador said. 

Barriseorobe, whose country 
was pan of the U.S.-U.K. 
alliance that launched the laiest 
military strikes against Iraq, 
added: “Iraq has been mainly 
managed through the UN. 
Security Council, which has 
several European countries 
represented, but not an EU 
representative.” 

Veering from presenting the 
EU’s position on Iraq and 
offering instead his country's 
national stand, Mende stressed 
that Germany hopes “that the 
Security Council is able to 
recover a common stand 
towards Iraq.” 

“We would like to see Iraq 
return to the international com- 
munity after it fulfils the Secu- 
rity Council resolutions,” 
Mende added. 

As for differences on the 


Iraq issue within the European 
countries, mainly France, Bar- 
tiscombe said that “there was a 
great deal of exaggeration... Of 
course, a lot of people are con- 
cerned about the result of the 
use of force. We took the deci- 
sion [to strike] extremely 
reluctantly, but in the end. we 
saw no alternative but to use 
force, which has been limited 
strictly to military targets." the 
British ambassador said. 

“But 1 can assure you that 
there is not a great difference 
between us and the French in 
our attitude towards dealing 
with Iraq... we both rake the 
threats from Iraq seriously.” he 
added. 

Stressing the importance of 
UNSCOM’s role in Iraq, Bat- 
nscombe said. “We would like 
to see some forms of an 
UNSCOM, or something like 
it going back into Iraq... 
because if sanctions are to be 
lifted, that requires someone to 
verify that the weapons of 
mass destruction have been 
dealt with, and [that] Iraq has 
complied with the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council resolutions:” 

“We hope dial in the future 
Iraq will be prepared to coop- 
erate with the UN. and to 
enable UNSCOM to do its 
work, and to verify or monitor 
that die Iraqis are complying 
with their obligations.” die 
British ambassador added. 


Staff of Gulf returnees compensation bureau begin strike 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The staff of a 
bureau in charge of seeking 
UN. compensation for Jordani- 
ans fonred to flee Kuwait after 
the 1990 Gulf crisis Monday 
began an open-ended strike, 
bureau officials said. 

The 13 men and women 
employed at the bureau 
launched the strike to protest 
what they said was the Labour 
Ministry's five-year-long inter- 
ference in the office's opera- 
lions and to press for a clear 
budget ro ensure its continued 
operations, they added 

The near-penniless noa- gov- 
ernmental organisation has 
been woridns with a bare mini- 


mum of funds for the last two 
years because the government 
has failed to earmark alloca- 
tions for its operations, they 
said 

The Labour Ministry and the 
NGO have been engaged in a 
dispute for years over who has 
the right to seek compensation 
claims for the more than 
300,000 Jordanian returnees, 
many of whom are of Palestin- 
ian origin and have no past 
records of personal identifica- 
tion on file in Amman. 

Labour Ministry officials 
could not be reached for com- 
ment 

Meanwhile, Yahya Utaibi. 
head of the bureau, declined to 
disclose any information on the 


strike, saying the action had 
taken him by surprise as he had 
just come back from a 17-day 
trip to Switzerland for talks 
with die Geneva-hased UN. 
Compensation Committee. 

But KhaTed Hamdan, vice 
president of a committee of Jor- 
danian investors seeking UN. 
compensation through the 
bureau, said the strike would hit 
the investors hardest as it will 
paralyse all communications 
with the United Nations. 

This, in turn, would further 
postpone hefty compensation 
requests made by 1.706 
returnees from the UN., 
already' delayed because some 
ministry and NGO workers 
“provided some incomplete 


information on 1,365 requests,” 
according to Hamdan. 

The 1,706 returnees, seeking 
compensation estimated at S 1 .6 
billion, are among the last to 
receive their dues from the UN. 
fund, whose revenues come 
from limited Iraqi oil sales 
under the oil-for-food deal 
approved bv the United Nations ’ 
in 1996. 

Many of the other Jordanian 
returnees have already been 
compensated by the fund, 
including those who incurred 
losses, some of which were 
over S100.000, because of the 
crisis, sparked by Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Hamdan, wbo is seeking 
$14.5 million himself, claimed 


that red tape was holding up 
around S500.000 in interest on 
$125 million transferred by the 
UN. fund to the government 
months ago while the NGO did 
not have money to •‘buy pens 
and pencils.” 

Many of the returnees, 
including affluent businessmen. 
Kuwaiti government employ- 
ees, teachers and bankets, were 
forced to flee Kuwait after 
Iraq’s invasion. Others where 
evicted by Kuwait after the 
U.S.-led military forces liberat- 
ed the emirate. 

Hamdan said the committee 
of investors would seek help 
from officials in solving the 
running dispute between the 
NGO and the government. 


Voluntary groups organise meals for needy during Ramadan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since the start of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, Jordanian 
charitable voluntary organisations and 
benefactors have been organising free 
meals for the needy in various parts of 
the country. 

The food offered as iftar (the meal to 
break the day’s fast) is usually sent to 
mosques and Islamic centres for the ben- 


efit of the poor and is open to the public 
free of charge throughout the whole 

month. . . 

In Zarqa, one of these organisations. Al 
Rahman Food Society, offered meals to 
around 500 needy people at Omar Ben 
Al Khattab Mosque on Sunday. 

In Amman, the Rotary Cub (western 
Amman) distributed iftar food to 


orphans cared for by the Urn Al Hussein 
Orphanage. 

The iftar, held in cooperation with the 
Hard Rock Cafe, was attended by nearly 
140 orphaned children. 

A Rotary spokesperson said the club 
was preparing to distribute gifts to the 
needy in Amman as well as poor districts 
in other parts of the country. 


UNDP awards local organisations 
$100,000 for environmental projects 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme Monday awarded 
$100,000 to four local grass- 
roots projects designed ro 
tackle a range of environ- 
mental problems. 

At a ceremony, the grants 
were presented to four Jor- 
danian non-governmental 
organisations operating 
under the UNDP's Small 
Grants Programme, which 
seeks to help households and 
communities combat climate 
change, land degradation and 
desertification as well as 
threats to biodiversity and 
international waters by 
applying local solutions. 

Financed by the New York- 
based Global Environment 
Facility, a funding arm 
mobilised at the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit, the Small 
Grants Programme gives 
high priority to environmen- 
tal initiatives that involve 
youth and women. Two of 


the four grant recipients were 
youth groups whose projects 
aim to prevent land degrada- 
tion and educate young Jor- 
danians on global environ- 
ment problems, a UNDP 
statement said. 

Using palm seedlings pro- 
vided by the Agriculture 
Ministry, the Damia Social 
Youth Club's project will 
plant palm trees in the village 
of Damia along the Jordan 
River. 

The Jordan Valley Authori- 
ty plans to extend the com- 
munity irrigation system to 
include the village, located in 
the south of the country, and 
the local municipality has 
agreed to undertake the 
preparation of land for plant- 
ing. 

The project is expected to 
create jobs for Damia resi- 
dents and serve as a model 
for sustainable land use for 
other landowners in the area. 

The Science and Technolo- 
gy .Club, an NGO which 
works with youth, plans to 


use its grant ro establish a 
research lab for practical 
applications to raise aware- 
ness among young Jordani- 
ans on global environment 
issues. The club is a previous 
recipient of GEF grants, 
which were used to form a 
Nature Appreciation Centre 
for schools and youth groups 
across Jordan. 

The Middle East division 
of Birdlife International 
designed an initiative to 
monitor and protect 17 
important bird habitats — 
several of which have been 
recognised internationally — 
covering about 9.5 per cent 
of Jordan’s land area. The 
project aims to address the 
threat of extinction facing 
bird species as well as local . 
and migratory wildlife as a 
result of environmental 
degradation. 

The Mukbeibeh Develop- 
ment Society, a previous 
recipient which established a 
palm tree nursery with a pilot 
phase grant, plans to use its 


second grant on training in 
ihe village of Mukheibeh, 
which sits on the border of 
Jordan, Syria and Israel. The 
local community will I earn 
watershed management tech- 
niques that will allow them to 
cultivate land without pollut- 
ing or depleting nearby water 
resources. 

The GEF Small Grants 
Programme was launched in 
Jordan by the UNDP in 1992. 
Earlier this year, six NGOs, 
Che majority of which were 
women's groups, received 
grants to address desertifica- 
tion and land degradation — 
among Jordan’s most press- 
ing environmental problems. 

To date, the Small Grams 
Programme has funded 32 
projects at a total cost of $1 
million. Jordan is among five 
Arab countries that have ben- 
efited from the programme 
since its establishment Other 
small gram recipients in the 
region include the Palestinian 
National Authority, Egypt, 
Morocco and Tunisia. 
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China sentences 
dissident to 13 years 
in half-day trial 


BEIJING (AP) — 
Underscoring the govern- 
ment's resolve to crush dis- 
sent, a Chinese court 
Monday sentenced a promi- 
nent dissident to 13 years in 
prison, accusing him of try- 
ing to subvert state power 
by organising an opposition 
party, his lawyer said. 

The harsh sentence for Xu 
Wenii came at the end of a 3 
1/2 hour trial, said court- 
appointed lawyer Mo 
Shaoping. 

The trial was conducted 
in secrecy amid extremely 
tight security. Xu’s wife, 
who was told of the trial 
only late Friday, was the 
only person among his fam- 
ily and supporters allowed 
i, to attend. 

During the trial, Xu 
refused to reply to any 
questions posed by the 
prosecutors and judges and 
responded only to questions 
from his own lawyer. “Xu 
Wenii said he won't appeal. 
He said this is political per- 
secution," Mo said. 

Xu's conviction deprives 
the nascent China 
Democracy Party of a 
potent organiser and a mod- 
erate voice. He is the most 
influential dissident leader 
to have been tried in a 
three-week campaign that 
has seen at least 32 mem- 
bers detained or questioned. 

Xu. 53. was convicted of 
subversion for his role in 
organising the party and 
thereby challenging the rul- 
ing Communist Party. His 
sentence is just slightly 
shorter than that given to 
fellow activist Wei 
Jingsheng, who was sen- 
tenced to 14 years in prison 
in 1995. also allegedly for 
trying to subvert the gov- 
ernment. Wei was released 
on medical parole in 
November 1997 on condi- 
tion he go into exile. 

During Monday morn- 
ing’s tnal. uniformed and 
plainclothes police cor- 
doned off the Beijing 
Intermediate Court in the 


city's western suburbs, pre- 
venting journalists and 
other bystanders from 
approaching within 500 
metres. Court officials con- 
tacted by telephone 
declined to comment on the 
case. 

Asked the reason for the 
tight controls, one police 
officer said “state security." 
Chinese in the neighbour- 
hood were surprised by the 
police presence and said 
they didn't know about the 
trial or Xu. 

“Chinese people aren’t 
allowed to know what's 
going on and foreign 
reporters aren't allowed to 
go in. This is democracy." 
said a local resident, who 
gave only his surname. 
Zhang. 

Three plainclothes police 
equipped with radios fol- 
lowed Xu's wife. He 
Xintong, as she, spuming a 
police offer to drive her to 
the court, took the subway. 

To prevent supporters 
from rallying outside the 
court, police detained two 
of Xu's colleagues Sunday 
and kept watch on the 
homes of at least two oth- 
ers. friends and a Hong 
Kong-based rights group 
reported. 

As it was rounding up 
Xu's friends, China Sunday 
released into exile a promi- 
nent labour rights cam- 
paigner in what appeared to 
be an attempt to blunt inter- 
national criticism of the 
trial. 

Liu Nianchun was taken 
from a prison camp outside 
Beijing and, with his wife 
and daughter, was put on a 
plane to Canada and then 
New York, his first taste of 
freedom in more than 3 1/2 
years. 

Authorities released Liu 
on medical parole five 
months before the end of 
his sentence provided he go 
abroad, said his brother, 
exiled democracy cam- 
paigner Liu Qing. 

Over the past two years. 


as China tried to woo the 
West, Beijing signed two 
key U.N. rights treaties and 
won praise for bringing its 
spotty legal system closer 
to international standards. 
The ruling Communist 
Party relaxed some controls 
on dissenting views among 
academics. 

Xu Wenii and other dissi- 
dents saw opportunity in 
the more open atmosphere 
and tried to use Chinese 
laws to set up and register 
the China Democracy Party. 

To wipe out the opposi- 
tion movement, authorities 
have violated recently 
revised laws intended to 
protect the rights of crimi- 
nal suspects. They rushed 
Xu and fellow leader Qin 
Yongmin to trial with less 
than four days* notice to 
their families, instead of the 
required 10. 

After authorities scared 
away prospective lawyers, 
Qin and a third principal 
organiser. Wang Youcai. 
were forced to argue their 
own cases in trials held last 
Thursday. No verdicts have 
been announced. 

The Beijing court 
appointed a Xu a lawyer, 
but his wife said it was a 
formality. 

“He hasn’t even read the 
whole indictment How is 
he going to represent my 
husband?" He Xintong 
said. 

Xu edited a dissident 
journal in the Democracy 
Wall movement 20 years 
ago and spent 12 years in 
prison, mostly in solitary 
confinement. Since his 
parole ended last year, he 
played the role of elder 
adviser to other dissidents. 

He became openly 
involved in the China 
Democracy Party in 
November, organising the 
group’s branch in Beijing 
and nearby Tianjin. Shortly 
before his arrest he called 
on party members and 
exiled dissidents to convene 
a nationwide congress. 


Mexican government blames 
year-old massacre on history 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 
year after gunmen massacred 
45 Indian villagers in southern 
Mexico, the federal attorney 
general's office has issued a 
report that blamed the slay- 
ings on local conflicts and 
said they were not politically 
molivated. 

Attorney General Jorge 
Madrazo released a 153-page 
report detailing investigations 
into the Dec. 22. 1997. mas- 
sacre in Acteal of 21 women, 
1 5 children and nine men who 
sympathised with Chiapas 
state's Zapatista National 
Liberation Army. 

“We found no political roots 
of the massacre” Deputy 
Attorney General Jose Luis 
Ramos Rivera said at a news 
conference Sunday. 

Most of the suspects in the 
killings identified themselves 
as supporters of the ruling 


Institutional Revolutionary 
Party, or PRI, while the vic- 
tims belonged to a group that 
sympathises with leftist 
Zapatista rebels. 

The Zapatistas staged a brief 
armed uprising in Chiapas in 
January 1 994. demanding 
greater democracy and Indian 
rights. 

Peace talks between the 
government and rebels have 
been stalled since 19%, and 
clashes between the two sides 
have been frequent since then. 

The deputy attorney general 
said there was no evidence the 
ruling party was aware of the 
massacre plans. The report 
also found no evidence of 
charges Mexico’s army aided 
the armed group that commit- 
ted tiie slaying. 

Madrazo outlined three 
major causes of the massacre: 
a long history of religious and 


economic conflicts among 
Indian communities in the 
region: the creation of a rebel- 
tun town near Acteal where 
tiie Zapatista presence “radi- 
calised" existing conflicts: 
and the absence of law and 
order in the area, which 
caused villagers to resort to 
vigilante justice. 

Of 135 people arrested in 
the case, only one has been 
sentenced — a former state 
policeman sentenced to three 
years for his role in transport- 
ing arms used in tiie massacre. 

The National Human Rights 
Commission charged last 
week that the government has 
failed to adequately punish 
those responsible and has not 
reformed the stare police force 
or provided economic aid to 
the area. 


Search called off for 6 Cubans missing 


MIAMI (AP) — The Coast 
Guard has suspended its 
search for six missing Cubans 
who fled their homeland on a 
crowded speedboat that cap- 
sized in a botched immigrant- 
smuggling attempt that killed 
eight others. 

Federal authorities at the 
weekend charged two of the 
nine survivors — Francisco 
Gomez and Pedro Julio 
Guevara — with alien smug- 
gling. 

“We’re going forward with 
the prosecution," Border 
Patrol Assistant Chief Daniel 
Geoghegan said Sunday. 

Guevara, he said, already 
had been under investigation 
by his office’s anti-smuggling 
task force ‘Tor a previous 
smuggling trip in July.” 

Eight bodies, all of middle- 
aged women, were retrieved 
from Atlantic waters off 
Elliott Key south of Miami 


Friday; six more people were 
still missing when the search 
was called off late Saturday. 

in addition to the men 
charged, seven others sur- 
vived the trip from the island 
nation just 145 kilometres 
south of Key West Florida- 
Two of the survivors are chil- 
dren. ages 9 and 4. the son 
and niece of Guevara, 
according to reports Sunday 
in the Sun-Sentinel in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Federal authorities identi- 
fied the survivors as 
Francisco Alberto Palazuelos. 
34; Pedro Julio Jimenez. 35; 
Javier David Saez, 26: 
Barbara Rosendo, 28; Alexis 
Guevara. 30; Yasel Guevara. 
9: and Lineidys Guevara. 4. 

The search would not be 
resumed. Coast Guard 
Lieutenant John Pierce said, 
“unless we get further infor- 
mation on their whereabouts 


as to the feet that they’re 
alive.” 

Gomez and Pedro Julio 
Guevara were being held at 
the Federal Detention Centre 
in downtown Miami, and 
were scheduled to appear 
before a judge for a bail hear- 
ing early this week. 

If they get charged in the 
deaths of the refugees, (hey 
could face the death penalty, 
if convicted. That's in keep- 
ing with a 1996 immigration 
law that calls for tougher 
penalties against alien smug- 
glers. 

Prosecutors hope that ai 
least four of the seven 
refugees being held ai Krome 
Detention Centre, a holding 
facility of the U.S. 
Immigration and 

Naturalisation Service, will 
eventually testify against the 
alleged smugglers. 
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Pro-democracy’ activist and legislative councillor Leung Yhi-Chung bolds a portrait 
of veteran Chinese dissident Xu Wenii during a demonstration at the government 
headquarters in Hong Kong. A group protested after a Chinese court sentenced Xu 
to 13 years in prison for subversion after a trial that lasted jost a few hours (Reuters 
photo) 


Wei Jingsheng calls for mutual 
support at start of Taiwan visit 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — 
Exiled Chinese dissident Wei 
Jingsheng arrived in Taiwan 
Monday, saying he looked for- 
ward to witnessing die island's 
freedoms first hand and urging 
Taiwanese to support the 
democracy movement in main- 
land China. 

“We hope to meet with 
(Taiwanese) leaders from all 
sides, to see, to talk, and to 
exchange views on the full 
range of topics." Wei told 
reporters on arrival at Taipei's 
Chiang Kai-Shek International 
Airport. 

“For everyone involved, 
information received through 
direct contacts is surely more 
accurate that news overheard.” 

Wei said he hoped for wide 
ran gin g discussions on human 
rights in Asia and would 
encourage mutual support of 
human rights campaigners in 
China and throughout the 
region. 

During his nine day visit, Wei 


will be received by top govern- 
ment officials, including 
President Lee Teng-Hui and 
Premier Vincent Siew, along 
with officials of the ruling 
Nationalist Party. 

He was quoted by a newspa- 
per published Sunday as saying 
be would discuss assistance 
and funding with people in 
Taiwan, but wouldn’t accept 
political conditions attached to 
any such aid. 

Wei’s first-ever visit here 
highli ghts Taiwan’s calls for 
more democracy in China, as 
well as the sensitive relation- 
ship between Taipei and 
Beijing, which split politically 
amid civil war in 1949. 

The Nationalists say 
Taiwan's peaceful transition to 
democracy over the last decade 
should be a model for China, 
which in size, population, and 
development challenges, 
dwarfs this newly-affluent 
island of 21 million people 

They say reunification 


between the rides can only hap- 
pen after China democratises, 
though many in the overseas 
Chinese democracy movement 
have accused Taiwan of failing 
to back up its rhetoric with sub- 
stantive support . 

While Wei embraces calls for 
democracy in China, he will 
likely speak cautiously about 
Taiwan’s drive for a higher 
international profile that China 
considers tantamount to seces- 
sion — a charge far more seri- 
ous than advocating democra- 
cy. 

Wei will also meet heads of 
the opposition New Party, 
which backs reunification with 
China, and the Democratic 
Progressive Party, which calls 
for Taiwan’s formal and perma- 
nent independence from China. 

Wei. who was released from 
a Chinese prison after 18 years 
in prison off-and-on, is visiting 
at the invitation of the private 
World League for Freedom and 
Democracy. 


Balloon team denied 
permission to fly over China 


LONDON (AP) — British 
tycoon Richard Branson and 
his crew skirted the Himalayas 
Monday, but encountered a 
new obstacle in their quest to 
circle the globe in a balloon 
when China abruptly denied 
them permission to fly over its 
territory. 

It was the second time poli- 
tics threatened to derail die 
voyage. Libya also unexpect- 
edly denied perodssion, but 
backed down at the last 
moment Saturday. 

Branson and die ground crew 
of ICO Global, a mobile tele- 
phone company that is support- 
ing die trip, were scrambling to 
persuade the Chinese to reverse 
the derision. 

The Virgin boss, Chicago 
millionaire Steve Fossett and 
teammate Per Lind were flying 
along die Himalaya mountain 
range Monday morning on 
their way towards China. 

The team readied the tower- 
ing mountain range shortly 
after dawn and were expected 
to fly over the top of the 
Himalayas' catching sight of 
Everest and K2 on the way. 


Weather conditions can dete- 
riorate rapidly in the 
Himalayas, however, and gusts 
of warm air from below can 
prove a formidable challenge to 
balloonists. 

The 82-metre balloon 
reached the Himalayas after a 
quiet day Sunday crossing 
Turkmenistan in Central Asia 
and flying over Afghanistan. 

Over the- weekend, the team 
had faced fierce thunderstorms 
and was forced to pass through 
a narrow corridor in foe 
Caucasus to avoid flying over 
Iraq. Iran and Russia, which 
had denied foe crew the right to 
use their airspace. 

Branson and Lindstrand both 
broke their personal duration 
records of 48 hours in a hot air 
balloon during a 1991 crossing 
of the Pacific. 

Fossett has made four tries to 
ring foe globe. Branson has 
tried, and failed, four tiroes to 
become foe first person to cir- 
cle foe world in a balloon. 

Improved technology has 
been used to make the balloon, 
including a canopy of Kevlar of 
foe kind used for bulletproof 


vests that covers foe canopy 
over the crew’s pressurised 
capsule. 

The crew members, all of 
whom are wearing silver jump- 
suits. estimate foe trip could last 
from eight days to nearly force 
weeks. 

They hope to touch down 
somewhere in western Europe 
at foe end of a 62,000 kms 
flight, which will take them 
over India, die South China 
Sea, the Pacific and tire United 
States. 

The plan is to cross San 
Francisco on Christmas Day, 
with a goal of reaching Europe 
by New Year's. 

The team secured permission 
from 97 countries for over- 
flights and initially had only 
four refusals — Iran. Iraq, 
Russia and North Korea. 

At least three other crews 
have been waiting for 
favourable weather to launch 
balloons — from Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Loves Park, 
Illinois, and foe Swiss Alps. Yet 
another team plans to take off 
□ext month from Alice Springs, 
Australia. 



'Impeachment issue should be 
resolved quickly’ 

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard called Monday for a speedy resolution to the 
impMrhmpni proceedings against U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
But Howard said he would not take sides in wbatwas a “domes- 
tic political contest between a Democratic president and a 
Democratic White House and the House of Representatives.” 
“The only observation I would make is that the constitutional 
processes of foe United States are very different from ours and 
they do throw up this extraordinary situation where you can 
have a president’s authority under challenge in the most funda- 
mental of ways for a period of months,” Howard said in a radio 
interview. “I can only express foe hope that the issue is resolved 
as speedily and effectively as possible.” Howard said his deal- 
ings with Clinton had been positive. “As far as foe relationship 
(between Australia and the United States) is concerned, he has 
been a good president. “As far as his leadership in foreign affairs 
issues are concerned, I think he has been an effective president 
and there’s hole doubt that the American economy during his 
presidency has prospered very strongly." Howard said peoples' 
private lives should be off limits except where there was a clear 
demonstration that private issues were impinging on the perfor- 
mance of their public duties. 4 T think there has to be a clear 
dividing line between the two." he said. 

Congressman’s campaign HQ 
damaged by arson fire 

FARMINGTON HILLS , Michigan (AP) — An arson fire dam- 
aged US. Rep. Joe KnoDenberg’s campaign headquarters 
Sunday, and police are investigating whether it was revenge for 
his votes on impeachment *Tf it is determined that this was 
re taliati on of some son because of KnoUenberg’s position yes- 
terday, there could be a domestic terrorism charge,” said Police 
Chief William Dwyer. No one was injured, and foe office suf- 
fered minor fire and smote damage. Dwyer said. The fire was 
started with plywood political signs. KnoDenberg. a 
Republican, voted fix* all four articles of impeachment against 
President Bill Clinton Saturday. He said his office received hun- 
dreds of calls concerning the impeachment and the attack on 
Iraq last week. Dwyer said witnesses provided a possible vehi- 
cle description and suspect information. 

Chinese police seize 207kg 
of heroin 

BEUING (AP) — Authorities arrested two men and confiscat- 
ed 207 kilogrammes of heroin in one of China's largest drug 
busts this yean the state-run Xinhua News Agency reported 
Monday. Police discovered 384 packages of heroin dining a 
search of a cargo truck in southern China’s Guangxi province on 
Nov. 24. the report said. It was the largest haul of heroin found 
in Guangxi since Communist China was founded in 1949 and 
the third largest drug bust in the country this year, the report said 
without providing further details. Guangxi is adjacent to Yunnan 
province, which borders major South Eastern Asian drug pro- 
duction areas and is a key drug trafficking route. 

Singapore’s American Club 
evacuated after bomb threat 


SINGAPORE (AP) — A club for American expatriates in 
Singapore was evacuated and the U.S. embassy was searched 
Monday after an anonymous bomb threat, an embassy 
spokesman said. No bombs were found in either location. The 
embassy received a non-specific threat against Americans by 
phone around noon, said foe embassy spokesman. Singapore 
authorities were notified immediately and a search of the 
embassy was conducted, the spokesman said No bombs were 
found and the embassy was declared safe at 1:15 p.tcu he said 
Security personnel at the American Club, a private facility for 
U.S. citizens that is also open to Singaporeans, said the dub was 
evacuated and closed Police conducted a search but found no 
bomb, they added. It was not known whether the bomb threat 
was connected with the recent U.S. military strikes against Iraq. 
U.S. Embassies around the world have heightened their securi- 
ty since the bombing started last week. 

Two killed, 30 injured in clashes 
in Bangladesh 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — Rival political groups fought 
pitched battles with bombs and guns, telling two people and 
injuring at least 30 others in southern Bangladesh, police said 
Monday. The clashes took place Sunday between the student 
wings of the ruling Awami League party and tire main opposi- 
tion Bangladesh Nationalist Party in the town of Feni. 128 kilo- 
metres southeast of Dhaka. Feni is an Awami League strong- 
hold Such political violence is common in Bangladesh. 
Witnesses said a group aimed with bombs and guns attacked 
and ransacked the homes of local BNP leaders. Some of the 
homes were set on fire and the wife of one BNP leader was 
injured in the attack. The gunshots and explosions created panic. 
The local administration called in armed border guards to 
restore peace. Opposition supporters, meanwhile, used mosque 
loudspeakers to call for help, witnesses said and then fighting 
broke out Opposition activists ransacked and torched the hous- 
es of their rivals. Police confirmed 30 people were injured but 
did not say how many people had been arrested One person 
each from foe ruling and the opposition party was killed and 13 
of the 30 injured were in critical condition, police said AH shops 
and businesses remained closed for the day Monday. Police 
reinforcements were called in from neighbouring towns. 

Nobel Prize winning biologist 
Sir Alan Hodgkin dies 

LONDON (AP) — Nobel prize winning biologist Sir Alan 
Hodgkin has died aged 84. his family said Sunday. Ho dgk in’s 
daughter Rachel said her father died Sunday at his Cambridge, 
eastern Eng la n d home, after a long illness. She did not give a 
cause of death. Hodgkin won the Nobel Prize- for medicine in 
1963 with fellow scientists Sir Andrew Huxley and Sir John 
Eccles after discovering the complex system of how nerve cells 
transmit electrical impulses from the skin to the brain and back 
again. “The problem was ewe that has haunted physiology for 
100 years," the Nobel committee said at foe time of the award. 
Hodgkin was bom on Feb. 5 1914, and wfaratwl at Cambridge 
University. He halted his research into the nervous system at the 
onset of World War fl, when he wotted with other scientists to 
develop Britain’s radar program. After the fell of Nazi Germany, 
Hodgkin investigated foe ionic theory of bow nerve cells send 
messages to foe brain via an "electric cable” in the spinal cord. 
They conducted a series of ingenious and complex experiments 
on foe nerve fibres of squids and frogs to discover how the 
human brain responded to nerve messages. Hodgkin's 
American fafoer-in-law, Frederick Rous, won tiie same Nobel 
award three years later for discovering that some forms of 
leukaemia are caused by a virus, Hodgkin was knighted in 1972 
and awarded the prestigious Order of Merit in 1973. He is sur- 
vived by his wife. Marion, and four children. 
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Senators agree on swift 
resolution of impeachment case 


Riissjan Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov (left) throws rose petals on a memorial for Mahatma Gandhi — the 
father of the Indian nation, in New Delhi. Primakov, who is in India on a two-day official visit, said that he favoured 
1 ‘strategic triangle' involving China, Russia and India to ensure regional geo-political stability (Reuters photo) 
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becomes 
first to pull 
out of Hong 
Kong’s new 
airport 

HONG KONG (AP) — An 
iiuemational airline said 
Monday it will end services 
to Hong Kong because 
Asia’s economic downturn 
tad higher operating costs 
at the Chinese territory's 
new airport are undercut- 
ting its profits. 

Scandinavian Airlines 
System, which flies four 
times weekly to Hong 
Kong, will stop services on 
March 1, said Per MoIIen 
Jensen, general manager in 
Hong Kong for the 
Stockholm, Sweden-based 
carrier. 

U will become the first 
airline to pull out of Hong 
Kong since the U.S. $20 
billion Chek Lap Kok 
opened in early July to a 
string of humiliating com- 
puter glitches affecting 
both passenger flights and 
caigo handling. 

Services have been back 
to normal, but airline offi- 
cials have been complain- 
ing about the steep landing 
and parking charges — 
about 20 per cent higher 
ton before. 

Jensen said the Hong 
Kong routes have been 
unprofitable for the past 
two years because of fewer 
passengers, increasing 
competition from other 
European airlines and high- 
er costs to operate front die 
raw Cfaek Lap Kok airport. 

“h’s quite expensive to 
t&e the new airport, and 
Hong Kong is generally a 
v 'oy expensive place to 
°P e rate,” he said. 

The number of passen- 
8°* is off by about 20 per 
“ot from the Airport 
Authority's forecast as 
Asian travellers, hit by the 
^onal financial conta- 
in®. stay home, said Chris 
Jtonnolley, a spokesman 
to the government body 
Acting the airport. 

Paced with the same 
Problem, Singapore recent- 
Jy hashed landing charges 
10 per cent at the 
jp^gi Airport. Hong 
Kong's main competitor. 

The move is expected to 
ave airlines $11 million 
"*** year, officials said. 

Donnolley said the 
authority has no plans to 
®jver charges, especially 
Jjto it cm rents for retailers 
25-40 per cent last 
juoiHh. He said the authori- 
*y u» required' by law to bal- 
the budget, “which 
AAesri’t leave us a lot of 
to manoeuvre." he 

said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House impeachment votes 
barely over, senators are pon- 
dering how to handle what 
would be the first trial of a sit- 
ting president in 130 years — 
or even whether to conduct one. 

Whatever the course, mem- 
bers of both parties said Sunday 
they want a swift Senate resolu- 
tion of die charges that 
President Bill Clinton lied and 
obstructed justice in trying to 
cover up his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Onin Hatch, a Utah 
Republican, suggested the fust 
step should be a quick poll of 
his colleagues to determine if 
there is anywhere near the 67 
votes needed to oust Clinton 
from office. 

If there are only 55 votes — 
the number of Republicans in 
the Senate — "then there has to 
be some consideration to what 
do you do that is the best under 
the circumstances to resolve 
this matter and in the best inter- 
ests of the country,” Hatch said 
on NBC's “Meet the Press." 

While that should include the 
start of a trial, he said, there are 
other options "where every- 
body could vote on this and 
vote their conscience and it 
would be fair." He refused to 
offer details. 

Clinton's chief of staff. John 
Podesta. said the White House 
legal team would consider 
whether to challenge the consti- 
tutionality of a situation in 
which the charges against 
Clinton were brought in the 
outgoing 1 05th Congress but 
the president tried in the 106th 
Congress convening Jan. 6. 

"T think titat our legal team 


will take a look at that in the 
days to come.” Podesta said on 
CNN's "Late Edition. "Some of 
the constitutional experts who 
have reviewed that maser 
believe that it is not consistent 
with the Constitution to have 
done this in a lame-duck 
Congress, especially in the par- 
tisan way that they did that. So, 
1 think we’ll have to take a look 
at that" Democrats suggested 
getting together with the While 
House and Senate Republicans 
to search for a compromise that 
would avoid a trial altogether. 

Endorsing censure — a mea- 
sure that Clinton has indicated 
he would accept — Sen. 
Christopher Dodd, a 
Connecticut Democrat, said a 
trial would "tie up three branch- 
es of government for the next 
four months." Chief Justice 
William H. Rehnquist would 
preside over a Senate trial, with 
charges presented by members 
of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

"In many ways, the Senate's 
on trial here in a way, too,” 
Dodd said on NBC. "We're the 
court of last resort of trying to 
restore some civility here.” 
Senate Republicans, however, 
continued to insist on a trial or. 
in Hatch’s case, at least the start 
of one. 

"The Constitution says if you 
receive these articles you’ll 
have a trial," Senate Majority 
Whip Don Nickles, an 
Oklahoma Republican, scud on 
"Fox News Sunday." 

"1 think it can be done very 
quickly. (Senate Majority 
Leader) Trent Lott has said 
originally maybe three days to 
three weeks. I think he has it 
about right. I think it could be 


done in three weeks if the 
White House wanted to." The 
White House, meanwhile, 
began preparing a defense to be 
led by White House Counsel 
Charles Ruff, with political 
guidance from people such as 
former Senate Majority Leader 
Geoige Mitchell, a Maine 
Democrat, who retired in 1994. 

"We have been talking to a 
number of different senators, 
including Senator Mitchell, to 
get ads ice and counsel on how 
to deal with the Senate,” Greg 
Craig, coordinator of the White 
House impeacliment legal 
defence, told Fox. 

Podesta noted that another 
former majority leader. 
Republican Bob Dole, recently 
wrote a guest column in The 
New York Times proposing a 
joint resolution of Congress to 
censure Clinton. 

Saturday. the House 
approved two articles of 
impeachment against Clinton 
— one charging him with per- 
jury. the other with obstruction 
of justice. Two other counts 
were defeated. 

The matter was referred 
immediately to the i 00- mem- 
ber Senate for resolution. The 
last time the Senuie held a trial 
for the nation's chief executive, 
in IS6S. it acquitted President 
Andrew Johnson by a single 
vote. Conviction takes a two- 
thirds majority. 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, a 
Kentucky Republican, said the 
Senate was obligated to hold a 
trial, but it could be tamed by 
taking testimony from some 
witnesses in private. "This will 
not be a spectacle," he said on 
NBC. "It will not demean the 
Senate.” 


Woman gives birth to first 
known surviving octuplets 


HOUSTON (.AP) — Doctors knew 
the infant delivered two weeks ago 
was just one of several babies 
Nkem Chukwu carried in her 
womb. Bui none knew the girl was 
just one of a remarkable — and his- 
toric-eight. 

Mrs. Chukwu delivered her 
daughter’s five sisters and two 
brothers Sunday to complete the 
fust known surviving set of cou- 
plets. They ranged from 310 
grammes to nearly a kilo, and all 
were in critical condition after binh, 

-We’re very hopeful all of the 
babies will survive, but they re crit- 
ically ill newborns and we can’t say 
for sure everything will be Oh- 
said Dr. Patti Savrick. a pediatrician 
at Texas Children's Hospital- 

The first siri was 12 weeks pre- 
mature, and the others were 10 
weeks earfy. The survival rate for 
babies bom so young is 8? per cent. 

doctors said. u . , , 

The babies were whisked one by 
ok to Texas Children's fi«n 
operating room at Sl Luke s 
E pfeaipal Hospital. A team of 
Z» 30 medical pexsotwl were 
SSrt til the 45-rmnute 


Gie^an section. 

Seven of the babies were cm ven- 
tilators Monday to help them 
breathe, and all eight will likely 
remain hospitalis'd for two or three 
months. 

Dr. Leonard Weismun. chief 
neonatal specialist at Texas 
Children's, said he will watch for 
Jung and bean problems over the 
next few days. After that, metabol- 
ic problems and infections are a 
danger. 

"The babies are critically ill, but 
they currently all stable,” Weismun 
said Monday morning on the NBC 
■Today” show. 

Mrs. Chukwu, a Nigerian native 
who lives in Houston with her hus- 
band. Ike. was in stable condition 
Sunday night and could be out of 
the hospital by week’s end. Her 
husband, a respiratory therapist, 
was not present for the deliveries 
and could not be readied for com- 
menL 

Mr. Chukwu had been taking 
fertility drags. She conceived 
triplets last year but lost them mid- 
way through her pregnancy. 

The couple has no other children. 


Until the first child was bom nat- 
urally on Dec. 8, doctors were 
unsure how many fetuses Mr- 
Chukwu was earning because her 
uterus was so crowded, said Di. 
Brian Kirshon. a specialist in high 
risk births and one of three doctor' 
who delivered the babies. 

Mr. Chukwu had been taking 
drugs to postpone labor, ami 
Kirchon said giving birth to the fiN 
baby probably bought the other 
seven valuable time to mature. The 
litilest of the seven bom Sunday 
might not have survived much 
longer in the womb, he said. 

Mr. Chukwu entered the hospi- 
tal in early October and was con- 
fined to bed for six weeks. For the 
past 2 1/2 weeks, her bed was 
inclined with her head towards the 
floor in order to keep pressure oil 
her lower body. 

T think she is remarkable in that 
she was able to tolerate extreme 
conditions, to lie upside down in 
that degree of discomfort and that 
degree of immobility." Kirshon 
said. 

Mrs. Chukwu also was fed intra- 
venously late in the pregnancy. 


Indian, Russian ties 
solid, Primakov says 


NEW DELHI. India (AP) 
— Ties with military and 
nuclear customer India are 
strong, the prime minister 
of cash-strapped Russia 
said Monday at the official 
start of his New Delhi visit. 

The partnership is "solid, 
it is based on mutual inter- 
ests, on our common desire 
to live in a stable world.” 
Yevgeny Primakov told 
reporters, according to a 
translation of his comments 
by TASS. He added that 
along with China, the two 
nations could form a pow- 
erful strategic triangle. 

“India is a great power, 
and many things in (he 
region and in the world in 
general depend on the poli- 
cy pursued by India. China 
and Russia.” he said. 

He also reiterated 
Russian criticism of [he 
U.S. -British bombing of 
Iraq, an opposition India 
strongly shares. 


“Russia’s attitude to the 
use of force in international 
relations bypassing the 
U.N. Security Council is 
very much negative,” he 
said. 

Primakov, who flew in 
Sunday, was welcomed 
with an honour guard at the 
presidential palace Monday 
morning ahead of a full day 
of meetings with Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and others. 
Primakov’s entourage 
included his Finance 
Minister Andrei 

Shapovaiyants, Trade 
Minister Georgy Gabuniya 
and Justice Minister Pavef 
Krasheninnikov. 

Later Monday, he was 
scheduled to sign seven 
agreements, including one 
on extending current mili- 
tary and technical coopera- 
tion through 2010. 

India is a leading buyer of 
Russian arms and its 


defence forces depend up 
to 80 per cent on Russian 
equipment and spares. 

India also is building two 
nuclear reactors purchased 
from Russia in a S2.6 bil- 
lion contract. Both sides 
say the reactors are for 
energy purposes and cannot 
be used for military' means 
— progress on the agree- 
ment came even after 
India’s nuclear weapons 
tests in May angered 
Russia and other countries. 

The sales represent a 
valuable source of hard 
currency and jobs for the 
financially struggling 
country. India signed a con- 
tract last week to buy 10 
Sukhoi-30MKJ fighter jets 
from Russia. The value of 
the contract was not dis- 
closed. but an earlier deal 
for 10 Sukhoi-30MKIs was 
reportedly worth about 
5350 million. 

India and Russia will also 


sign an extradition treaty 
and an agreement covering 
legal assistance in criminal 
matters to deal with terror- 
ism. Indian officials say. 

The economic agree- 
ments will seek to enhance 
cooperation in steel, power 
and telecommunication 
sectors. The two countries 
also will study the possibil- 
ity of jointly undertaking 
oil exploration in the two 
countries and in Central 
Asian republics. 

In September, Russia 
delivered the first of seven 
contracted cryogenic 
engines to India. The 
engines are crucial to the 
development of the geo- 
synchronous satellite 
launch vehicle that would 
carry a 2.500 kilogramme 
communication satellite. 

India plans to launch a 
satellite to a stationary 
point in an orbit high above 
the earth's surface in 1999. 


Indonesian students suspend 
protests during Islamic holy month 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (.AP) — 
Studem groups have promised 
to suspend a campaign of 
sometimes violent pro-democ- 
racy protests during the 
Islamic holy month of 
Ramadan, a news report said 
Monday. 

The decision follows calls 
from religious and government 
organisations for peace during 
the month when Muslims are 
expected to pray and fast 
Ninety per cent of Indonesia’s 
200 million people are 
Muslim. 

The Indonesian Observer 
said the groups plan to conduct 
other activities, such as distrib- 
uting food to the poor. 

However, a leading Muslim 
opposition figure Arrn'en Rais 
has called on students to keep 


staging peaceful demonstra- 
tions through Ramadan so as 
to maintain pressure on the 
government to reform. 

"Without demonstrations, 
the status quo will reappear 
again. It may even get 
stronger," the Observer quoted 
Rais as saying. 

Rais, the former leader of 
Muhammadivah. the country's 
second largest Islamic group, 
said Muslims are permitted to 
protest during Ramadan. 

Thousands of students have 
been staging almost daily 
demonstrations and street 
marches in Jakarta and other 
cities for weeks to press their 
demands for greater democra- 
cy. 

They also want former 
Resident Suharto to be seat to 


trial for alleged corruption. 

Suharto quit last May after a 
wave of student protests and 
riots against his 32-year 
authoritarian rule. 

His successor and one rime 
protege. Resident BJ. 
Habibie, has promised some 
democratic reforms, including 
elections next year. He has also 
ordered an investigation into 
Suharto's wealth. 

However, students say 
Habibie’s agenda for change is 
too slow and too limited and 
have recently stepped up their 
protests against him. 

Last Thursday, at least 4,000 
students attempted to storm the 
Parliament building. Hundreds 
were injured when police and 
soldiers fired on them with 
plastic bullets, batons and tear 


gas. 

Some students attacked 
security personnel with bam- 
boo sticks. 

They also threw rocks and 
gasoline bombs. 

Habibie has warned that the 
protests could lead to the 
breakup of the sprawling 
Southeast Asian nation, the 
world’s fourth most populous 
country. 

Indonesia is grappling with 
its worst economic turmoil in 
decades and has been plagued 
by political uncertainty as 
inflation, unemployment and 
poverty rates climb. 

Nine students were killed 
Nov. 13 in dashes with securi- 
ty forces when protesters tried 
to march on foe Parliament. 


Serb policeman reported killed 
in northern Kosovo town 


PRJLSTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— A Serb policeman was 
reported killed and a woman 
wounded Monday in a tense 
northern Kosovo town, usher- 
ing in another week of blood- 
shed that threatens to plunge 
the Serb province back into all- 
out war. 

The Serb-run Media Centre 
reported 52-vear-old Mi lie 
Jovic was shoi and wounded 
by unknown assailants using 
automatic weapons in 
Podujevo early Monday. 

He died en route to die hospi- 
tal. A woman accompanying 
Jovic was wounded in the leg, 
ihe center said. The informa- 
tion distributed by the Media 
Centre cannot be independent- 
ly confirmed, but has proven 
reliable in the past 

Pbdujevo is overwhelmingly 
ethnic Albanian town some 40 
kilometers north of Pristina, 
close to central Serbia. 
Tensions there have crown m 


past weeks, as local Serbs com- 
plained of a growing guerrilla 
presence and demanded a stare 
action against them. 

Jovic's killing is the latest in a 
series of setbacks for Kosovo’s 
fragile truce between Serb 
security forces and the ethnic 
Albanian separatist rebels. It is 
certain ro enrage the Serbs, 
already furious over last week’s 
killings of six Serb youths and 
a prominent Serb official. 

The killing also came a day 
after the KLA buried 33 fight- 
ers who were killed last week 
in a battier dash with foe 
Yugoslav array. Some 5,000 
Kosovo Albanians attended the 
funeral, pledging to continue 
their battle against the Serb 
state. 

The attack on Jovic also 
heightens fears that violence in 
Kosovo is moving from the 
rugged countryside to the 
towns. The six youths were 
killed m .i h.u in Ilk; western 


town of Pec and the offidal 
found dead last week was 
deputy' major Kosovo Polje. a 
Serb stronghold outside 
Pristina. 

The KLA has denied respon- 
sibility for the killings, but 
Serbian officials and media 
blame the KLA. 

The minority Serbs are to 
stage another rally in Kosovo 
Pojje Monday demanding pro- 
tection against what they say is 
increasing danger from the 
Albanians. Serbia’s interior 
minister is expected to address 
the rally. 

The surge in tensions and 
incidents in Kosovo could dis- 
rupt a shaky cease fire agreed 
to in October, and lead to 
resumption of large-scale fight- 
ing. The previous Serb crack- 
down launched last February 
claimed more than 1,000 lives 
and forced some 300,000 peo- 
ple from their homes. 

Attempts .it finding a peace- 


ful solution for Kosovo have 
failed so far with the two sides' 
positions still very much apart 
Ethnic Albanians, who make 
up 90 per cent of the popula- 
tion. want independence while 
Serbia refuses to give up con- 
trol over its southern province. 

The KLA funeral Sunday 
was also aimed at presenting 
the rebels as a formidable 
force. A special, elite KLA unit 
dressed in black uniforms, fired 
volleys of semi-automatic fire 
into foe air in a final salute as 
the simple wooden caskets 
were lowered into the frozen 
ground on a ridge renamed 
"Heroes' Graves" about 30 
kilometers west of Kosovo's 
capital Pristina. 

•‘We all together took the 
oath for foe same cause," a 
KLA commander, Saban 
Shala. said in a eulogy. "And 
we promise you that we will 
continue our fighting for t'ree- 

ik'lli.” 
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Initiative worth pursuing 


ALL EYES are now focused on the French 
initiative that President Jacques Chirac on 
Sunday said France would launch to deal 
more reasonably with the Iraqi situation fol- 
lowing the U.S. and British attack on that 
country. President Chirac Is already on 
record as being opposed to any military 
action against Iraq without the consent of the 
U.N. Security Council. Paris has long called 
for a general review of the Iraqi file and made 
daring attempts to relax the sanctions being 
imposed on Baghdad. France also stands out 
as opposing the agenda of both Washington 
and London on the need to change the regime 
of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein by foreign 
intervention. All in all, the credentials of the 
French president contrast sharply with those 
of U.S. President Bill Clinton and British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

This places Paris in a unique position to take 
an initiative that can be acceptable to all sides 
especially Iraq. Russian and Chinese solidari- 
ty with any such French move would certain- 
ly lend valuable support to it within the U.N. 
Security Council. There is a basic agreement 
between the three major capitals that the case 
of Iraq must be returned to the council as sine 
qua non to any meaningful, just and perma- 
nent settlement of the decade-long crisis. This 
would necessarily mean the renouncement of 
any use of force by either Washington and 
London In the future and the immediate 
relaxation of the sanctions on Iraq. 

Moscow. Beijing and Paris were obviously 
outraged by the unilateral military actions of 
the U.S. and Britain. The remaining missing 
link in the efforts to breathe more life into 
the French initiative is the elaboration of an 
effective Arab position. The Arab capitals 
have been caught off guard by the events of 
last week and saw their mild and Ineffective 
reactions overshadowed by Russian, Chinese 
and Vatican pronouncements. The Arab 
World needs to get its act together by adopt- 
ing a clear and coherent stance on the Iraqi 
situation and on how to deal with it in die 
aftermath of last week’s bombardments of the 
country. 

The Lower House of Parliament in Jordan 
has taken due notice of the bold declarations 
of Moscow, Beijing and the Vatican on Iraq 
and lamented, and rightly so, Arab inaction. 
This is as good an occasion as any for the 
major Arab capitals to coordinate their 
efforts with Paris, Moscow and Beijing in 
order to bring back sanity and compassion to 
the conflict 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek said rhe recent U.S.-British 
aggression on Iraq was criminal by any standards and had. 
been planned long ago. The report of UNSCOM's chief 
inspector Richard Builer, who is a “spy." provided 
Clinton with a justified excuse to strike Iraq at suitable 
time. Fanek argued, referring to the U.S. president’s 
return from his visit to the Gaza Strip and Israel, to the 
impeachment vote in Washington. Qinton himself has 
not claimed that the attack was on behalf of the U.N., said 
the writer, as the aggression, in fact, represented a breach 
of the international community. Fanek said the strikes 
were aimed at protecting Israel, and not Iraq’s Arab and 
Islamic neighbour as the U.S. president claimed, adding 
that the latest U.S. crime, which killed hundreds of Iraqi 
civilians and destroyed several homes, schools and hospi- 
tals, as well as oil refineries, was targeting all Arab and 
Muslim people. If the U.S. chooses to practise interna- 
tional terrorism, said Fanek. then it does not retain the 
right to complain about fundamentalism which results 
from these policies. Clinton lied under oath in the 
Lewinsky case, why should he not do the same in this 
instance, asked Fanek. 


AI Arab AJ Yawm’s Saleh Qallab said that by halting the 
air strikes on Iraq, one round of confrontation with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton has ended. The U.S. leader condi- 
tioned the end of the strikes on UNSCOM’s return lo the 
country, said Qallab. Clinton renewal his support to the 
Iraqi opposition, talked about replacing Saddam 
Hussein's regime with a democratic government, stressed 
that U.S. forces will remain in the region, and said the ban 
on Iraqi aviation in the north and south will continue, said 
Qallab. These conditions imply that the situation will 
remain as is in the region, which could result in worse 
developments, said the writer, adding that U.S. efforts are 
likely to focus on forming an alleged democratic state by 
the Iraqi opposition. This new tactic would require estab- 
lishing no-man’s lands in the north and the south, and 
from there both the opposition and the U.S. can attack the 
regime, claimed Qallab. As such, warned the writer, 
Arabs have to be aware of this danger, unify their efforts 
against it. and prepare themselves for a confrontation. 


Bill, Tony, 


I HAVE tried to find rational rea- 
sons for the ferocious Anglo- 
American bombing of Iraq last 
week, but have been unable to 
identify any that stand the test of 
law, morality, logic, or reason- 
able political practicality. Aiming 
to “degrade" Iraq's capacity to 
develop and use weapons of mass 
destruction, the British- American 
attacks in fact have degraded 
much more than that, in both the 
Middle East and their own lands. 

This recurring Anglo-American 
instinct for imperial violence, 
racist rhetoric, and insulting 
moralistic nonsense has assumed 
such epic proportions that it will 
find a deserved place in history. 
That place will be alongside the 
comic escapades of Daffy Duck, 
Tom and Jerry, Popeye the Sailor 
Man, and other cartoon charac- 
ters - who engage in perpetual 
violence without achieving either 
merciful closure or justifiable 
and measurable results, only 
repeated chuckles from an 
amused audience. In fact, the jus- 
tifications, conduct, and after- 
math of the Anglo-American 
bombing will probably have the 
opposite effect of that which was 
intended by the U.S. and the U.K. 
The Anglo-American claim that 
Iraq today threatens its neigh- 
bours remains an unproved 
charge, because Iraq has been 
effectively contained since 1991 
(though Iraq was a threat to 
Kuwait in 1990. to be sure). If we 
- Iraq’s allegedly threatened 
neighbours - are shown convinc- 


Saddam and the ghosts of Ramadans 

A View from the 


mg proof of Iraqi threats to our 
well-being, we would probably 
join a legitimate international 
effort to deter and contain Iraq. 
But this is not the case. Cartoon- 
time is the case. 

Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction largely were being 
efficiently contained and 
destroyed via the U.N. inspec- 
tions and embargo system. If Iraq 
was not cooperating with the 
U.N. weapons inspectors, the 
best approach would have been 
to engage Iraq more diligently in 
order to complete and improve 
the inspections system. Last 
week's attacks may spur Iraq or 
others in the region to find more 
effective clandestine means of 
developing, buying, and hiding 
weapons of mass destruction, all 
of which can be rebuilt or repur- 
chased. The Americans and 
British degraded a rather effec- 
tive U.N. weapons inspections 
system that was limiting Iraq’s 
potential to cause harm in the 
region. Good-bye weapons 
inspectors, hello Daffy. 

The “degrading” of Iraq's 
weapons capabilities has been 
accompanied by a degrading in 
the credibility of the United 
Nations' peace-making role: a 
degrading in the standing of the 
.U.S. and U.K. in the Middle East; 
a degrading of Western credibili- 
ty because U.N. resolutions on 
Iraq are implemented with much 
more force than U.N. resolutions 
on Palestine/Israel; and a degrad- 
ing in the relations between the 


U.S.-U.K. duet and the other 
great powers (expressed most 
dramatically Monday by 
Moscow’s suggestions of a 
Russian-lndian-Chinese get- 
together, to counter the hegemon- 
ic, neo-imperial poticies of the 
U.S. and U.K.J. 

Added to this is the insulting, 
facile, and politically racist sug- 
gestion by Bill Clinton and Tony 
Blair that they wish to avoid 
attacking Iraq during Ramadan. 
The true spiritual meaning of 
Ramadan is alien to these con- 
fused middle aged men driven by 
the brutality’ of power politics 
and the psychology of loins and 
manhood, these drifting moral 
shipwrecks whose policies have 
killed tens of thousands of Iraqi 
civilians in Ramadans past due to 
the impact of their countries' 
bombings 'and embargo. 

Clinton/Blair engage in political 
and religious blasphemy. They 
speak of respect for Muslims dur- 
ing this Ramadan, but in private 
they should be haunted and tor- 
mented by the ghosts of 
Ramadans past. 

The fact that the Anglo- 
Americans must bomb Iraq every 
few years emphasises the gross 
failure of unilateral punitive mil- 
itarism and economic barbarism 
as an effective policy. These tac- 
tics have not had the desired 
effect of bringing Iraq to its 
knees, though they have so for 
contained Iraq's military power 
and kept the Iraqi state and peo- 
ple pulverised and dehumanised 
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Rami G. Khouri 


over the past decade. 

The recurring Anglo-American 
resort to military barbarism is 
now also combined (again) with 
the Captain Kangaroo School of 
Diplomacy’s support of the Iraqi 
opposition - probably the most 
non-credible and ineffective 
national or political movement 
since the advent of the modern 
nation-state in Mesopotamia 
about five-thousand years ago. 
To the comic has been added the 
truly haUucinatorv. Clinton/Blair 
do not merely blaspheme, they 
dream-blaspheme. 

Most of us in the Arab World 
also condemn many aspects of 
the Iraqi regime’s behaviour at 
home and regionally, though we 


are equally a 
tamed political 
moralistic double - 1 
Iraqi and 

regimes. Most of us.seb-liT* 
U.K unilateral 

non in the Middle East ite 
more serious threaMkSfer^s^^ 
torical fact and a recumhg 
raare. The consequences 1 
week's events confirm fois'-yet 
again. ' , J 

So what should be dode 
the legitimate challenge hfW 
and its occasionally aggressive 
policies? We should remember 
how the world has addressed 
other serious disputes 
like Northern Irelaha ^fii ififc 
Korea, Northern Cyprus; ,!-^ 
Timor. Tibet, KashmfifeMa-^ 
Western Sahara, and otbers:;£he 
right approach is: ideating 
problem and its multiple: root 
causes, address those issues'^i. 
gently, deal with the protagegas 
on the basis of law, iegitijn^cy 
and human and national digj&j, 
remove the underlying cause&of 
conflict by dealing in a^wi&r 
regional context, bring 
main other interested parties,;® 





the neighbourhood, forge 
promises, combine punishme^ 


with rewards, and painstakingly 
seek to achieve justice, stability, 
progress, and sustainable peace. 
Why can the British \zb& 
Americans adopt this senfifife 
approach in other conflicts 
around the world, but not inlraq? 


Happy holidays, sonic boom style 


By Hady Amr 


LEBANON — I leapt out 
of bed as a BOOM shook 
Beirut. It wasn't an earth- 
quake. I knew that. A year 
ago April when an earth- 
quake rattled Lebanon I 
had a tough time getting 
out of bed. I was too tired. 
But this was different, 
more menacing, and from 
above. It was just before 9 
a.ra. Wednesday, 

December 9. I rushed to 
the balcony to survey the 
neighbourhood. Many like 
me were scanning the 
horizon for signs of an air 
raid. A few others ducked 
inside buildings for cover. 
Israeli jets, we could bear 
them. I checked the calen- 
dar. It was two weeks 
before Christmas, a week 
before Hanukkah and 10 
days before Ramadan. 
“Good” I thought, “wars 
in this part of the world 
can sometimes start on a 
holiday, at least it’s not a 
holiday today." 

It couldn’t have been 
more than a few hours 
after U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human 
Services Donna Shalala 
had left Lebanon having 
just paid the longest U.S. 
cabinet-level visit to 
Lebanon (four days) since 
1975. It was a “feel good" 
visit. Ms. Shalala, the 
highest-ranking Lebanese- 
American to serve in 
office (and who taught 
English in Lebanon in the 
1960s) visited schools in 
poor rural areas, paid a 
visit to Lebanon's new 
president, and debated stu- 
dents at the American 
University of Beirut. She 
talked about a new era of 
“peace and prosperity" for 
Lebanon. 

Since yesterday morn- 
ing, Israel has been drop- 
ping virtual “sound 
bombs” over Beirut about 
three times a day. That’s 
more often than I get 
square meals most of the 
time. In reality, they’ve 
just been swooping their 
warplanes down over 
Beirut and other cities 
breaking the sound barrier 
and in the process break- 
ing windows, and sending 
young kids scurrying in a 
strange attempt to ter- 
rorise the population, or 
convince them of some- 
thing. But of what. I’m not 
sure. 

Yesterday a friend's 
blonde-haired, blue-eyed 
9-year-old daughter, who 
looked a lot like the girl I 
had a crush on back in ele- 
mentary school in 
Morristown, New Jersey, 
explained to us how the 
teachers had instructed 
them to move away from 
the windows during sonic 
blasts. Bouncy and smil- 
ing with her new red back- 
pack, she proudly said that 
she “didn’t cry like some 


of the others.” After she 
dashed inside for lunch. I 
remembered the hope I 
had that a “new genera- 
tion" of kids might grow 
up here not knowing war. 

And today, a new friend 
who's recently returned 
from Stanford to practise 
as a clinical psychologist 
complained to me that 
because of the booms 
she’s been unnerved these 
past few days and hasn't 
been able to sleep. I imag- 
ine she’s holding up, but J 
wonder how her coil'd- 1 
selling patients are doing. 

I’m really not sure what 
purpose Netanyahu, the 
democratically elected 
leader of Lebanon’s south- 
ern “neighbour,” thinks 
these brazen acts serve, 
other than to remind the 
Lebanese that Israel has 
enough weapons of mass 
destruction to wipe 
Lebanon of the face of the 
earth for good, and the 
ability to deliver them. Or 
does he want Lebanese to 
know that he could turn 
back the clock to the war 
era when they flew raids 
over Lebanon regularly? 
Thank you very much. As 
if the Lebanese had for- 
gotten. As far as I know. 
Lebanon hardly has an air 
force. 

More likely, the sonic 
booms we've been served 
for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, although at odd 
hours, are Bibi's creation 
to get himself out of the 
political corner he's paint- 
ed himself into between 
his own right wing and 
President Clinton. 

Though, the more than $3 
billion in assistance, about 
$600 per Israeli the U.S. 
gives Israel each year, 
isn’t really in question. To 
top it off, Netanyahu is 
under pressure from main- 
stream Israelis, including 
many in the security 
establishment, to end 
Israel’s occupation of 
southern Lebanon which 
has killed at least 20 
Israeli soldiers and 33 
Lebanese this year. But 
raiding Lebanon and try- 
ing to strike fear in the ! 
hearts of the Lebanese out 
of electoral desperation 
sure didn’t help Peres in 
the polls, and I don’t think 
it’ll work for Netanyahu 
either. 

Israel’s erratic actions in 
Lebanon are a sign that an 
Israeli leader is in deep 
electoral trouble. Two- 
and-balf years ago, Israeli 
“dove” Shimon Peres was 
up against an electoral 
wall with Netanyahu gain- 
ing ground in the polls. 
Peres ordered a “mini" 
invasion of Lebanon dur- 
ing which Israel killed 
over 100 Lebanese civil- 
ians when it bombed a 
United Nations safe 
haven, an act which they 
are being sued for in the 


International Criminal 
Court based on new video- 
taped evidence that Israel 
was aiming directly for 
the safe haven. 

A few days later, along 
with many other Arab- 
Americaris. I was in the 
Old Executive Office 
Building, discussing the 
situation with the acting 
Secretary of State. Little 
consolation. Peres mean- 
while narrowly lost the 
election in a vote, one’ of 
my Princeton political sci- 
ence professors described 
to me over Thanksgiving 
break as one which 
“almost made me an oppo- 
nent of democracy." 
Although I was not too 
happy to see Netanyahu 
elected, I had hopes 
Israeli leaders would learn 
a lesson that their Rambo- 
Iike forays into Lebanon 
would backfire, both on 
the battlefield and at the 
ballot box. Apparently, 
they haven’t. 

This year Israel has raid- 
ed Lebanon more than a 
hundred times with its 
warplanes and rockets, 
terrorising residents of 
southern Lebanon on a 
regular basis. That’s prob- 
ably more often than even 
the health conscious 
among us go jogging. 1 
know its more than I do. 
This fall, during the dry 
season. Israel began using 
phosphorus bombs to start 
fires to deforest Lebanon, 
claiming that Lebanese 
resisting the occupation 
were using the forests as 
cover, what little is left of 
them. 

And if that wasn’t bad 
enough, the U.N. verified 
that this fall Israel actually 
succeeded in stealing hun- 
dreds of metric tonnes of 
highly fertile Lebanese 
topsoil to bolster farms in 
the Galilee, giving a new 
twist to the concept of 
“Land-for-Peace.” Does 
Lebanon get the topsoil 
back if it signs a peace 
treaty with Israel? In a 
way. though, these actions 
just add insult to injury. 
Israel and it's mercenaries 
have continued to occupy 
a significant portion of 
southern Lebanon for 
about 20 years now, claim- 
ing that the land protects 
their security. It’s a place 
where thousands of 
Lebanese should be call- 
ing home, except for the 
fact that they can’t live 
there because of the Israeli 
occupation. 

This isn't the first time 
I’ve had U.S.-made and 
supplied weapons disrupt 
my life. But that was else- 
where, Israel’s other 
front, the West Bank and 
Gaza, and before the 
“peace process," thank 
goodness times have 
changed. Don’t get me 
wrong. I’m not against the 
“peace process" I just 


wish it entailed exchang- 
ing Israeli “security*’ for 
some dignity for 
Palestinians. When I first 
visited Gaza on a human 
rights mission 10 years 
ago just before my college 
graduation back in New 
England, it wasn’t a place 
that President Reagan 
would visit. The Clinton 
visit shows just how 
much things have 
changed. Gaza was my 
' first experience with mili- 
tary. curfew (during, which 
tens of thousands Of 
Gazans would spend liter- 
ally months a year under 
house arrest) and tear gas 
(made in good old 
Pennsylvania where my 
brother was bora). 

I probably wouldn't 
have made it out of Gaza 
in one piece, let alone in 
time, for my cherry blos- 
som-filled graduation, if 
it weren’t for the U.S. 
passport I was bora with. 
That fall of 1988. when I 
helped organise a citizen- 
sponsored referendum 
question to voice the opin- 
ion that the U.S. should 
end military assistance to 
the Israeli occupation, just 
about every significant 
Massachusetts Democrat 
and Republican came out 
of the woodwork calling 
us the nastiest of names 
and opposing our efforts. 
Needless to say a majority 
of the citizens of 
Cambridge Massachusetts 
voted for our effort. 

U.S. politics have 
changed a lot since the 
1980s when Arafat and the 
PLO were outlawed ter- 
rorists. and much of the 
credit goes to President 
Clinton and First Lady 
Hillary Clinton for their 
courageous efforts at the 
While House, at Wye, and 
soon in Gaza to embrace 
Palestinians along with 
Israelis, something that 
hasn't been easy in the 
U.S. political system, let 
me tell you. 

Oh, I almost forgot: Best 
wishes from Lebanon and 
happy holidays. 

I really had intended to 
write a different kind of 
New Year's greeting filled 
with stories of successful 
community development 
efforts here but I just 
can’t. Maybe next year? 
Right now I'm just look- 
ing forward to Christmas 
in New York with my 
family, and New Years in 
snowy New England with 
my close friends. In the 
meantime, I hope you’ll 
all come and visit. It’s 
safe, really. Just bring 
your ear plugs and don’t 
mind the sonic booms! 


The writer is a columnist 
for the Arab-American 
Minor which is devoted 
solely to Arab-American 
affairs and the Middle 
East. 


Between Iraq and a hard 
place: football, a Hail 
Mary, and the bombings 


By Ray Haiwmia 


Ik. 


THE RECENT bombing of Iraq 
is the Super bowl of American 
political hysteria It is also (he 
mam icon in the Cathedral of 
American religious worship. 
This military strike was not 
mtended to defeaF" Saddam 
Hussein, but it had another pur- 
pose. 

It could not be intended to 
defeat Saddam Hussein because 
it had absolutely no significant 
impact on changing or eliminat- 
ing Saddam Hussein’s govern- 
ment. 

Just as the bombings in the 
past have already demonstrated 
this, this bombing will also 
prove to have fallen short of the 
objectives enunciated by 
President Clinton and Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
(who has referred to potential 
Iraqi civilian casualties and 
death as “collateral damage" - }. 

So what was the real purpose 
of the bombing? American 
politicians always have a real 
purpose behind everything they 
da. 

The bombing does nothing to 
stop Saddam Hussein, but it 
does put the crust on the 
American Pie. It serves the self- 
ish interests of American politi- 
cians. ft preserves the American 
way of life. It reinforces the 
American Dream. 

ft achieves as much for the 
American people as does watch- 
ing a Super bowl football game 
or going to church. 

Americans hold Saddam 
Hussein to a double standard of 
cursing and denunciation, far 
above other worldly villains that 
we are willing to tolerate. Take, 
for example, world villains like 
Yugoslavia’s Hitler-like leader, 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Americans need Saddam 

Hussein to guarantee their own 

security and to justify their own 

self-worth in the world. Because 
they believe they are better than 
everyone else, Americans use 
Saddam Hussein to serve and 
protect their vanity. 

The Politics of the Bombing: 
Let’s be honest about why 
Ptesidenf Clinton ordered the 
bombing, shall we? The day 
before the bombs fell, Clinton 
faced a near certain impeach- 
ment by the House of 
Representatives. His strategy 
over the past few weeks during 
the Imjwachment Hearings had ■ 
been to appeal to Americans to 
n» up in protest and pressure 
moderate Rqmblicans to vote 
agamst impeachment. 

That revolution has not mate- 
rialised Oh Americans oppose 
" T1 P eadu TOnt. but they are too 
busy buying Christmas presents 
by Sou* aE 
operations to mount 
*e land of angry emotional 
reason Cbmon was hoping foe 

By attacking Iraq, Clinton’s 


strategists hoped they could rally 
the emotions of the American 
people to the heights that they 
need. Once foe American puMc 
reaches the emotional s iimn i i i; 
sought by Cfinton and co-con- 
spirator James Carville, Gmton 
hoped that a ‘‘residual” tinget 
will be that' .Americans frail 
then redirect their newly" axx- 
“gised passiorts tow&tf 
erate” Republicans in foe hopes 
of defeating an impeachment 
vote. 

The bombing did delay foe 
vote on impeachment, jpvmg 
Clinton more time to JoHjy 
wavering Republicans. 

The Importance of Religious 
Polarity: You must also under- 
stand foe influences Religion 
has on American psyche manta 
to frilly appreciate how lids 
bombing serves to manipulate 
American public opinion - 
American society “Ts^a 
‘‘Christian’’ society. - 
But the Christianity^ that 
emerged from foe beOy of foe 
Middle East is not the sane 
Christianity that is practised hoe 
in foe United States. 

Arab Christianity; -is founded 
on deep devotion. American 
Qmstianity is not 
While Middle East Christians, 
for example, observe their reli- 
gion as a form of “self right- 
eousness” and worship cf a 
Greater Being, American 
Christians base their obeisance 
on a theory of “religious polari- 
ty." Americans are Christians 
because they fear sire They fe® - 
punishment They fear fingaw- 
ry. And, most of all, they fear A* 
agent of these heinous nrii^tus 
crimes. The Devil, 

Without foe Devil American 
Christianity is meaningless. It 
has no purpose. _V 
Why do Americans need , a 
religion if there is twdring tqfear 
and if salvation is therefore pre- 
ordained? The Devil answffi 
that question, .and foe 
keeps Americans loyal .to th^r 
faith. ' ‘ ' 

The American concept of 
gious ■‘fi-rifo" is based on .‘‘fear 
This is a competitive nature- ft 
comes from the polarity th* 
exists in American 'spofts'and ® 
religion, ft comes from fo®? 
years of conditioning. 

Americans escape 10 
Hollywood movies -where ^ 
dream of fantasy victories 
explaining their neurosis. 
obsession with watching movies 
where fantasy American mfo- 
tary units defeat tenorists in ^ 
most unlikely and ridkaifooS ® . 

circumstances. — 

Americans portr^foeanseh^ 
as foe heroes of foe work! 
how can ewe be g fcy owitfe*^ 3 
villain? How can one be.id>* 
gious without a Devil? 
Americans be so great, if food 5 
no Saddam Hussdnqut there® 
bash? 


The writer is a Palesdiat^ 
American journalist cad nafo#; 
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No success in solving Colorado child’s murder 




By Judith Crosson 

.. . . . .. Reuters 

TALK SHOWS still debate it and an accus- 
ing- finger remains pointed at the parents 
but, other than two detectives who quit in a 
buff and a grand jury being convened, little 
has changed in America's biggest ongoing 
mystery — the unsolved murder of~ Jon- 
Benet Ramsey. 

The body of the 6- year-old with the gold- 
en locks who sang and danced her way to 
awards in child beauty contests was found 
in the family’s home the day after Christmas 
1996.. 

As the second anniversary of her death 
approaches, the case remains as cloudy as it 
was when Patricia Ramsey came down the 
back staircase before dawn to make coffee 
and found a ransom note demanding 
5) ] 8.000 for the safe return of her child. 

But JonBenet was never kidnapped. 
Instead her body was found several hours 
later by her father in the basement of the 
family-S home in Boulder, Colorado. The 
case has become a war of contrary opinions: 
talk; show hosts and columnists lay out a 
case against the parents, while a documen- 


v.'.v 7 ; 


taiy Film counters that news media hungry 
for headlines have rushed to judgment. 

The case has spawned several lawsuits and 
some people have called for the appoint- 
ment of a special prosecutor to replace 
Boulder County District Attorney Alex 
Hunter. 

The death attracted national and 
international attention, the result in part of 
videos showing JonBenet. made up and 
dressed in sexy outfits, performing in child 
beauty pageants. 

People who never met her have joined 
camps for and against her parents, who have 
repeatedly denied any connection with her 
death. Even if Americans have become 
inured to violence against children, the facts 
in the case are chilling. 

The little girl with the heart-shaped face 
was beaten and strangled. She may have 
been sexually assaulted. Yet despite the 
spotlight focused on the heinous crime, no 
one has been arrested and it is not clear that 
anyone ever will be. 

“Statistically every day that passes it gets 
harder and harder to get a conviction.” trial 
lawyer Scott Robinson said. 

Police have said the parents, John and 


Patricia Ramsey, are under an “umbrella of 
suspicion.” The Ramseys, who now live in 
the Atlanta area with their son Burke, have 


‘The reward is even 
open to the killer who, 
[John Ramsey] 
argued, must have 
someone near and 
dear who could use 
the money’ 


criticised police in turn for failing to find 
the murderer and have offered a reward for 
information leading to an arrest. 

In a bizarre twist to an already strange 
case, John Ramsey said the reward was even 
open to the killer who, he argued, must have 
someone near and dear who could use the 


money. 

Police who arrived at the scene on Dec. 26 
when the parents called made mistakes that 
compromised the crime scene. Friends of 
the Ramseys were allowed by authorities to 
stay in the house while the parents waited 
for the “kidnapper” to call. “It's what I call 
the ransom note party,” Robinson said. 

Also, police let John Ramsey and a friend 
search the house rather than taking control 
of the crime scene themselves, possibly 
allowing potential evidence to be corrupted. 
“The scene was not preserved,” the Denver 
lawyer noted. 

A grand jury began meeting behind closed 
doors in mid-September. Unlike police, a 
grand jury can compel witnesses to testify 
and provide evidence. The panel is not 
meeting in December so, the speculation 
goes, the eight women and four men will 
avoid the hoopla that is bound to emerge on 
the second anniversary of the murder. 

The case has set off a round of lawsuits 
including one by Linda Arndt, the first 
detective on the scene. She sued the city of 
Boulder and former police chief Tom Koby, 
alleging a “gag order” kept her from cor- 
recting false statements about her in the 


media and deprived her of a right to free 
speech. 

Boulder photographer Stephen Miles is 
suing John Ramsey and the tabloid National 
Enquirer for two late 1997 articles that said 
John Ramsey suggested Miles had killed 
JonBenet. Ramsey denies the remark and 
the magazine says it stands by its story. 

The photographer said his life was 
destroyed by the articles. 

And. as if there were not enough crime in 
New York City, lawyer Damey Hoffman, 
who represented subway vigilante gunman 
Bernhard Goetz, has been trying from 2500 
kins away to get a special prosecutor named 
in the JonBenet case, saying the local dis- 
trict attorney is ignoring the evidence. 

Hoffman is not alone. Boulder Dei. Steve 
Thomas resigned in August saying he could 
no longer stand by and watch the D. A. botch 
the case. Hunter's office denied the charge. 

A month later, retired detective Lou Smit. 
who was brought in to help Boulder police, 
also resigned, saying he believed the Ram- 
seys were innocent and that an intruder was 
responsible for the killing. 



Environment 


Thai elephants paint to 
save themselves 


China tipped as chief culprit for ozone erosion 


By James Mclean 

Reuters 

BABY ELEPHANT Nam Chok grips the 
brush in his trunk and, with a few words of 
encouragement from his handler, slaps the 
canvas in front of him with bright blue paint. 

Nam Chok is among about a dozen Thai 
elephants learning to paint under a new 
scheme that its supporters say could ulti- 
mately improve the lives of Thailand's 
revered but struggling national animal. 

Russian artistic partnership Alex Melamid 
and Vitaly Komar are hoping to bring images 
painted by Thailand's elephants to main- 
stream Western art markets under the aus- 
pices of the Asian Elephant Art and Conser- 
vation Project. 

They have just opened what they say are 
the world's first academies for aspiring ele- 
phant artists and hope exposure of paintings 
produced by elephants at these camps will 
establish a demand for the paintings, and 
help Thai elephant handlers, or mahouts, to 
feed their animals. 

Profits from painting sales in the United 
States will be channelled back into elephant 
projects in Thailand via the World Wildlife 
Fund, while the painting academies can add 
to their coffers by selling elephant art direct- 
ly to visitors. 

Melamid. who first came to Thailand in 
June to promote the idea, returned in Novem- 
ber to open three painting schools — one at 
Lamphahg in the extreme north, one in the 
central ancient capital of Ayutthaya, and one 
in the southern island of Phuket. 

“We know elephants can paint and paint 
wonderfully. Our job now is turn the paint- 
ings into commodities,” Melamid said. 

Tiight now in the U.S. we are trying to 
establish a price at about $250 per painting, 
winch is quite big money in Thailand.” he 
added. 

The project arrives as Thailand's working 
elephants and their mahouts struggle to cope 
with a fast changing world in which tradi- 
tional occupations are quickly disappearing. 

An official ban on logging has helped pro- 
tect Thailand’s dwindling forests but has also 
destroyed the major source of work for the 
country’s elephants. 

Chisanu Tlyacharoensri, secretary general 
of the Wild Anim al Rescue Foundation of 
Thailand, said that with few job options, ele- 
phants and their handlers are often forced 
into illegal logging, begging in Bangkok, or 
selling rides to tourists. 

Mahouts need about 1000 baht ($27) a day 
to feed their a nimal , he said. 

“To solve this problem you have to see this 


as a problem not just of the elephants but of 
the people ” Chisanu said. 

“We are talking about a vicious cycle. Most 
of the mahouts are not well-educated. It is a 
problem of the poor,” he said. 

Illegal loggers have fed elephants amphet- 
amines so they can work through the night, 
Chisanu said. In some of the worst cases, 
desperate mahouts have even killed their ele- 
phants because they can no longer afford to 
keep them. 

“Two years ago there were 3,600 domestic 
elephants in Thailand but figures released 
two months ago show there are now only 
3,100,” he said. 

If the painting camps prove popular, they 
might offer a viable alternative. 

“If this project works, there are plans to 
expand it to other camps,” he said. 

But much depends on the strength of the 
market for elephant art. Unlike chimpanzees, 
elephants do not paint recognisable images. 

Instead, according to die new project’s art 
historian Mia fineman. they are abstract 
expressionist "masters of the spontaneous 
gesture on canvas” in the mould of Jackson 
Pollock. 

“What is very exciting for us at the moment 
is that we see elephants in Thailand develop- 
ing their own regional styles,” Fineman says. 

“The Thai paintings are the result of a col- 
laboration between the mahout and the ele- 
phant. It is generally the mahout who decides 
the colours and when the painting is fin- 
ished” she says. 

For Melamid. who is now talking to coffee 
company Starbucks Corp and entertainment 
giant Walt Disney about promoting and using 
the images, there is no doubt about the qual- 
ity of the an. 

And despite a reputation for teasing art 
world egos, Melamid says he and Komar are 
out not to make a point, but to help Thai- 
land's elephants. 

“We are here to help solve the problems of 
Thailand's elephants.” he said. “Elephants 
are not as smart as humans but I'm not sure 
you have to be smart to be a great painter. In 
fact, some of the greatest painters were 
dumb," he said. 

“From our experience they (elephants) 
know the difference between colours. That 
may come from the smell of the paints, or by 
shades of grey, but they do know the differ- 
ence between colours," he added. 

“The thing is that no one knows what art is. 
We truly believe there is some essence in art 
that is something bigger than us, something 
non-human, and I believe elephants are as 
brilliant as us in this area.” 



By Neena Bhandari 

HIGH IN the stratosphere, 
between 12km and 27km above 
ground level. lies the Earth's sun 
block: A layer of ozone which 
prevents ultraviolet radiation 
from reaching the Earth’s sun 
block: A layer of ozone which 
prevents ultraviolet radiation 
from reaching the Earth's surface. 

That layer has been steadily 
eroded over the last few decades 
by chemicals commonly used in a 
wide range of manufacturing 
processes and products, putting 
humans at risk of higher inci- 
dences of skin cancer, immunode- 
ficiency and eye cataracts. 

This September, the hole was 
bigger than it has ever been: A 27 
million square kilometres gap, 
three times the size of Australia, 
over the southern hemisphere. 

The U.S. National Aeronautical 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) believes a severe Arctic 
ozone hole will also develop, 
tripling levels of UV radiation hit- 
ting northern hemisphere coun- 
tries. 

.And according to a new report 
published by the Environmental 
Investigation Agency, much of the 
blame can be laid at China's door. 

The report, entitled “A Crime 
Against Nature: The worldwide 
illegal trade in ozone depleting 
substances (ODS)," identified 
more than 20 companies in 
Hangzhou. Zhejiang, Tianjin and 
Dalian port in northern China pro- 
ducing ODS which permeated the 
markets of the U.S., France, Bel- 
gium. Holland. Italy, Greece and 
Spain. 

Many of them like the Ningbo 
Material General Corporation 
advertised on the Internet and 
claimed to have shipped 100 
tonnes of cblorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs), one of the key ODS, 
annually to an Italian customer 
since 1995. 

CFCs are the most well-known 
ODS, given their extensive use in 
refrigeration equipment, air con- 
ditioners and aerosol sprays. 

Others — hydrochlorofiuoro- 
carbons (HCFCs) and halons, the 
latter widely used in military, 
aerospace, shipping and the oil 


and gas industries — are also 
responsible for ozone depletion. 

The damage they do to the 
ozone layer has been known since 
1974, when Sherwood Rowland 
and Mario Molina, scientists at 
the University of California at 
Davis, published findings that 
CFCs can remain in the atmos- 
phere and release large quantities 
of chlorine 

when broken 

down by the 
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The parties to 
the protocol 

are meeting in Cairo to discuss 
what action needs to be taken to 
restrict the release of CFCs and 
halons and bring new ODS under 
the regime. 

“International regulations per- 
mit trade in recycled CFCs and 
halons,” explained EIA Cam- 
paigns Director Steve Trent, “but 
this clause is used as a cover to 
trade virgin (newly manufac- 
tured) chemicals.” 

This is where China — which 
has not signed the Montreal Pro- 


‘This September, 
the hole was 
bigger than it has 
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toco! — is at fault, according to 
the report. Its factories sell both 
virgin and recycled ODS at 
extremely low prices, exporting 
CFC12 at between SI. 30 and 
$2.40/kg and halon 1301 between 
$7.50 and S9.50/kg. 

According to the EIA, even 
where exports are labelled as 
“recycled” the sheer quantities 
suggest that 
virgin manu- 
facture is the 
true source. 
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Worse is the halon situation in 
North America. Both the produc- 
tion and sale of halons are banned 
in developed countries. 

A number of firms have invest- 
ed in the capital intensive task of 
reclaiming halons. The U.S. is the 
premier market for reclaimed 
halon J301, although a substantial 
demand remains in Europe. U.S. 
Bureau of Census statistics show 
a total impon of over 670 tonnes 
of halons into the U.S. during 


1 997 from China — the biggest at 
235 tonnes — Germany, Italy, 
Norway, U.K. and Canada. 

Yet partly thanks to Chinese 
brokers who have set up shop in 
the U.S., says the report, “the 
influx of cheap material has 
caused a gross distortion in the 
North American halon market, 
adversely affecting legitimate 
recycling operations. For instance 
the usual market price for 
reclaimed halon 1501 in North 
America is over $20/kg. while the 
Chinese material can be obtained 
for $8.50/kg.” 

And though even the Chinese 
materia] is certified, for import 
licence purposes, as reclaimed or 
recycled, halon plants in China 
are shown in the EIA report to be 
almost exclusively for manufac- 
ture. 

The main customers, it says, are 
the U.S. Department of Defence 
and British Petroleum. 

As a result, the atmosphere con- 
centration of halons continues to 
increase. Used mainly for fire 
suppression, they contain 
bromine, which does 40-60 rimes 
more damage to ozone than the 
chlorine found in CFCs. 

“China, which can continue to 
produce halon until 2010, more 
than doubled its production of 
halons between 1992-94 and was 
responsible for 90 per cent of the 
world’s halon output in the latter 
year.” the report explains. 

It has to be remembered, 
chough, that China is supplying a 
market in the developed world 
that, in theory, is no longer inter- 
ested in ozone depleting sub- 
stances. Although the EIA's report 
lays much of the blame for the 
illegal trade on China, ii recognis- 
es that the developed world signa- 
tories are still the bulk consumers 
of illicit ozone depleting sub- 
stances. It is possible that this fac- 
tor is whar stands in the way of 
effective monitoring and enforce- 
ment. 

In other words, the onus is on 
the developed world. And as with 
all things environmental, time is 


running out. 


— Gemini News 


Fear at night in India quake zone 


When I grow up, I want to be Picasso (m photo) 


By Giri Venkatesan 

Reuters 

THE PEOPLE of Pandbana no longer want a 
roof over their heads. Two months after the first 
of some 1,100 tremors shook the ground beneath 
their feet, their biggest fear is that an earthquake 
will strike while they are sleeping in their homes 
and bring the roofs crashing down on their 
heads. 

So the 12,000 residents of this dusty town in 
Madhya Pradesh state in central India sleep in 
tents outside their houses every night and go 
back in the morning. 

Uncertainty and a sense of fatalism, imbued in 
a people steeped in traditional Indian beliefs, is 
almost palpable among the townsfolk and some 
24,000 people staying in more than a score of 
outlying villages. 

For them it is only a question of time before 
the earthquake will strike. 

“We are waiting for the big one.” said 35-year- 
old Mohan Lai, a wheat and chilly farmer. 

“Normally, we would be praying that no disas- 
ter strikes us, but now we are fed up and are hop- 
ing that the earthquake hits us and then the ten- 
sion at least will be over,” Mohan Lai said. 

Scientists have predicted that a series of mild 
tremors in the area are just the prelude to a major 
earthquake around this point on the Narmada- 
Tapti-Sone fault zone. 

And the local administration has taken the sci- 
entists' warning seriously enough to insure the 


lives of all 36,000 of the area’s residents for 
$1,179 each for one year. 

While the amount looks small in dollar terms, 
it is still nearly three times India's per capita 
income of $390 in 1997. 

The daily trepidation of waiting for a quake 
has pushed thoughts of forthcoming state elec- 
tions in Madhya Pradesh out of people's minds. 

Madhya Pradesh, along with three other states, 
goes to the polls on November 25 to elect new 
provincial governments. 

“We do not even know what tomorrow will 
bring," said Roshan Lai, a potato fanner. “How 
do you expect me to think about elections now." 

Dusty, bumpy four-hour drive south from 
India’s soybean centre of Indore, some 800 kra 
to the south of New Delhi, brings visitors to 
Pandhana. a town where almost every’ house 
boasts a tent extension. 

The tents range from elaborate affairs with 
proper poles and pegs to simple tarpaulin or 
plastic sheets drawn from the roofs of the hous- 
es to their fences. 

The tents contain cots and bedding rolls, with 
pillows and sheets. 

“We mainly use them at night and only for 
sleeping," said Manoj Kumar Jain, a trader. 
“Dunng the daytime, there is no fear as we are 
awake and if there is a quake, we can run out 
into the open and be safe, but at night we will be 
caught unawares." Despite the number of 
tremors that have hit the region since the first 
was recorded on September 1 1 . no houses have 


collapsed and no casualties have been reported. 

“So far the strongest has been 3.7 on the 
Richter scale." said a district administration offi- 
cial. 

The threat of a quake has not disrupted daily 
life in Pandhana. only the approach of night puts 
people on edge. 

The market place bustles with activity, with 
fruit and vegetable vendors loudly hawking their 
wares. In a comer, a trader sells plastic combs, 
small mirrors and toys. 

In the local school, children loudly recite their 
lessons, in a scene typical of many rural schools 
across the country. 

But some residents have decided they have 
lived in fear for long enough and are sick of 
sleeping outdoors. 

Textiles trader Surendra Kumar, his wife and 
two children all sleep inside their house. 

“How long can we live in fear,” Kumar said. 
"Also, my house is built of cement and is 
stronger than the other houses. The chances of it 
collapsing are less so we sleep inside.” The 
administration, -for its part, has taken what it 
says are the maximum possible precautions. 

“We have arranged for three mobile operation 
theatres and around 70 doctors are on standby," 
said R.P. MandaL the chief official at the district 
headquarters of Khandwa. 

“We have also stockpiled medicines worth 
500,000 rupees in case of emergency,” he added. 
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IMF says global economy emerging from crisis 


change 


WASHINGTON. (AFP; — 
Global financial turmoil 
has begun to subside and 
the danger of recession has 
diminished, the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) 
reported Monday, as it 
revised upward its I99S 
worldwide growth forecast 
to 2.2 per cent. 

‘The worst of the crisis 
probably is now behind us.” 
said IMF Deputy Director 
of Research Flemming 
Larsen. The International 
Monetary Fund which had 
had estimated 1998 global 
growth at two per cent in a 
report last October, said the 
world economy — buoyed 
by interest rate cuts in rich 
countries and reforms in 
Asia — would also expand 
by 2.2 per cent in 1999. 

While the 1999 forecast is 
down three-tenths of a 
point from the October pro- 
jection, the fund said the 
revision was much smaller 
than those published in the 
last two issues of its twice- 
y early World Economic 
Outlook report. 

“The modest scale of the 
further downward revision 
to the world growth projec- 
tions for 1999 may reason- 
ably be viewed as indicat- 


ing that the global situation 
and near-tenn prospects 
have begun to stabilise," 
the latest study concluded. 

But the IMF was marked- 
ly pessimistic about 
prospects for Japan. Brazil 
and Russia and warned that 
“the balance of risks still 
seems to be predominantly 
on the downside.” 

Nevertheless, financial 
markets in South Korea and 
Thailand had improved sig- 
nificantly. China was flour- 
ishing and the industri- 
alised world was stable. 

The report noted that in 
October the IMF had con- 
cluded that “the risks of a 
deeper, wider and more 
prolonged downturn have 
escalated." 

But in the analysis 
released Monday, it said 
■ that “developments since 
early October have been 
more reassuring, helping to 
restore a measure of calm to 
financial markets.” adding 
that “the danger of a global 
recession does seem to 
have diminished." 

The report said advanced 
countries would show 
growth of two per cent this 
year and 1.6 per cent in 
1999. 


The newly industrialised 
Asian nations — South 
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore 
and Hong Kong — would 
bounce back from negative 
growth of 2.6 per cent this 
year to 0.5 per cent in 1999. 

The ASEAN 4 — Thai- 
land. Indonesia. Malaysia, 
and the Philippines — 
should move from negative 
growth of 10.6 per cent in 
1998 to minus 1.4 next 
year. 

African economies are 
predicted to expand 3.6 per 
cent this year and 3.8 per 
cent in 1999, while those in 
Latin America would post 
growth of 2.5 per cent this 
year and 1.5 per cent in the 
next. 

But in Japan, where 
according to the IMF 
“recent data point to a con- 
tinued deepening of the 
recession,” the economy is 
seen contracting 2.8 per 
cent this year, compared to 
the October projection of 
2.5 per cent. 

While the IMF in October 
had foreseen a return to 
positive growth in Japan 
next year of 0.5 per cent, it 
now says the economy 
should contract by the same 
amount. 


Russia will see negative 
growth of 5.7 per cent in 
1998. an improvement over 
the October projection of 
negative six per cent, but in 
1999 the Russian economy 
will contract by 8.3 per 
cent, rather than six per 
cent foreseen by the IMF in 
October. 

The IMF warned that the 
situation could deteriorate 
even further in Russia 
“given the continuing fiscal 
imbalances, banking sector 
problems and signs of 
reversal in the reform 
process.” 

For Brazil, threatened by 
a slow-down in exports and 
lower commodity prices, 
the fund lowered its 1998 
estimate to 0.5 per cent 
from 1.5 per cent and its 
1999 projection to min us 
one per cent from two per 
cent in October. 

Overall, however, the out- 
look for the world economy 
has brightened in the last 
three months, which the 
IMF attributed to several 
policy actions: 

— the easing of interest 
rates by the U.S. Federal 
Reserve and central banks 
in Panada and Europe 

— commitments ' by 


Brazilian authorities in 

mid-November to tackle 
the country's budget deficit, 
which paved the way for a 
$41 billion loan package 
arranged by the IMF 

— Japanese measures to 
stimulate demand and 

strengthen a banking sys- 
tem collapsing under the 
weight of bad loans 

— continued stability and 
reform in crisis-hit Asian 
countries, where current 
account balances are now 
showing surpluses and con- 
fidence has returned to 
financial markets 

— moves by the industri- 
alised powers to enhance 
the financial clout of the 
IMF, enabling it to help 
countries counter the 
effects of weaknesses else- 
where in the global econo- 
my 

But the near term is not 
without risk, the IMF cau- 
tioned. citing the continued 
low level of private capital 
flows to emerging markets, 
uncertainty in Japan, 
exchange rate gyrations, an 
increase in protectionism 
and a sharp stock market 
correction in the United 
States. 
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Saudi Arabia tackles reality as boom ends with a bang 
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DUBAI (AFP) — For a 
country unaccustomed to 
economic opeoess, Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdallah 
Ben Abdul Aziz's admis- 
sion of financial turbulence 
to Gulf Arab leaders is lit- 
tle short of a watershed. 

In what was the hardest- 
hitting speech, he warned 
“the age of abundance is 
over ... We must all get 
used to a new lifestyle that 
does not rely entirely on 
the state.” 

For the kingdom’s num- 
ber two and de facto ruler 
to openly admit in such 
strong language to the end 
of an era was a first, even if 
everyone else has been 
saying it for months. 

It was a sign that the once 
fabled petrodollar econo- 
my and the world's largest 
oil producer was finally, 
under severe pressure, 
thinking the unthinkable. 

Saudi Arabia is set to 
record a deficit this year of 
some SI2 billion or just 
under a third of total 


expected revenue, accord- 
ing to the Saudi British 
Bank. 

Immediate relief may 
come from local loans, 
according to Saudi news- 
paper A1 Sharq A) Awsat 
which recently said the 
kingdom's banks have the 
capacity to lend the gov- 
ernment some $10 billion. 

But this will only serve 
as a stop-gap until painful 
reforms can be implement- 
ed. 

“The fiscal situation 
favours some innovative 
changes: increased fees 
and. charges are not out of 
the question,” a report 
from the bank said. 

But in terms of govern- 
ment spending, “current 
expenditures are not likely 
to fall drastically,” pushing 
the government into con- 
sidering more privatisa- 
tions, the bank said. 

The kingdom recently 
announced the merging of 
four regional electricity 
companies under one roof 


and plans to expand the pri- 
vate sector's participation. 

The pressure for change 
is set to increase with crude 
oil prices fluctuating at low 
levels. 

Even the six Gulf lead- 
ers' decision to roll over 
output cuts for an extra six 
months, maintaining some 
1.285 million barrels off 
global daily production, 
did not boost the market 
significantly. 

Figures from Arab Bank- 
ing Corp. show Saudi Ara- 
bia relies on oil for about 
70 per cent of its revenue. 

The aftershocks of the oil 
collapse have been felt 


eveiywhere. 

In another significant 
sign of the economic 
crunch, experts indicated 
that Saudi Arabia will 
extend foreign participa- 
tion in its massive oil and 
gas sectors to European as 
well as U.S. companies. 

“It is understood that 
European firms ... would 
be invited to join in a sec- 
ond wave and upstream 
discussion.” said Naji Abi 
Aad, a senior advisor at 
French-based Observatoire 
Meditenaneen de L’En- 
ergie. 

The financial bite has 
also been seen elsewhere. 


A new drive was launched 
to rid the kingdom of ille- 
gal foreigners in a bid to 
create more jobs for nation- 
als. 

The kingdom’s banks too 
may feel the effects, with 
U.S. ratings agency 
Moody's Investors Service 
warning of asset quality 
problems unless the eco- 
nomic situation improves. 

Many of those hard-hit 
are hoping that Prince 
Abdallah's speech, co min g 
as it did after his oil talks in 
Washington, points to a 
new economic direction in 
the kingdom. 
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Mahathir: Malaysian economy to shrink by at least six per cent 
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HANOI (AFP)— Malaysia’s 
economy will shrink at least 
six per cent this year and cap- 
ital controls will stay until a 
new international financial 
regime is put in place to deter 
“predatory speculators," 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad has said. 

Mahathir said here that the 
past year had been the “most 
difficult and challenging peri- 
od” for the region. 

“In Malaysia, we expect 
our gross domestic product 
(GDP) to decline by six per 
cent or more this year,” said 
the 73-year-old premier, who 
has blamed international 
.speculators for Asia's finan- 


cial woes. 

“At the worst point of the 
crisis, the Malaysian ringgit 
was devalued by currency 
traders by some 60 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar while 
our stock market lost two- 
thirds of its capitalisation — 
more than $200 billion . 

“As a nation and a people, 
we have become impover- 
ished. Our banks and corpo- 
rations have collapsed,” he 
emphasised. 

Malaysia is mired in its first 
recession in 13 years, with 
GDP falling 8.6 per cent from 
a year earlier in the Septem- 
ber quarter — its sharpest 
contraction on record and the 


steepest fall among Asian 
economies except Indonesia 
in the same period. 

Mahathir’s latest forecast 
marked a downgrade of the 
central bank’s prediction of 
4.8 per cent economic con- 
traction in 1998. 

While maintaining its full- 
year forecast, the central bank 
said last month the economy 
was bottoming out and would 
grow 1.0 per cent next year. 

Mahathir kept up his attack 
on foreign currency specula- 
tors. saying the “existing 
international financial system 
is not equipped to deal with 
massive capital flight" under 
the current prolonged crisis. 


But the Malaysian leader, a 
harsh critic of Western coun- 
tries and multilateral lenders, 
said “powers that be pre- 
ferred instead to blame the 
governments of the affected 
countries for all kinds of mis- 
demeanours.” 

“Instead of reining in the 
currency manipulators, they 
allowed them to destroy the 
economic tigers in order to 
force them to seek help and 
accept IMF prescribed 
reforms,” he said. 

Mahathir defended the 
imposition of currency con- 
trols in September as vital to 
“insulate, ourselves from the 
predatory speculators.” 


“Malaysia cannot afford to 
wait while the developed 
economies and international 
financial institutions daw- 
dle.” he said. “We have no 
choice but to re impose con- 
trols.” 

“Until the intemationl com- 
munity agrees on an interna- 
tional regime that will 
remove the kind of dangers 
we have been exposed to, we 
will have to continue with our 
controls." he stressed. 

Under the controls, the 
ringgit was fixed at 3.80 to 
the dollar and made virtually 
non-convertible overseas, 
insulating the economy from 
market pressure and giving 


the central' bank roonf5!ftr r 
lower interest rates. ' - 

Mahathir sai d Malaysia had: 
initially followed “a virfuaT 
IMF approach” to combat its; - 
economic crisis, a reference. _ 
to increased interest rates andf 
tight credit policies pre- 
scribed by the International -7 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

“We discovered that these 
measures worsened the era- . 
noniic situation,” he said. 

“And they foiled to restore ■ 
foreign confidence. As - the] 
international community 
refused to do ' anything^ . 
Malaysia had no choice^bui 
to change direction.” - " 
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Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergeri 


ACROSS 
1 Magnate's 
purview 
7 Benchmark 

15 Lodging for 
troops 

16 Bullfighter 

17 Start of a 
Ralph Wa/do 
Emerson quote 

19 Vietnamese 
holiday 

20 Prune a tree 

21 Lost one's 
balance on ice 

22 Suffix for 
approximations 

23 Broke suddenly 

27 Tent stake 

28 Deity in 
Barcelona 

30 Interstice 

31 Otto I's realm 

32 Marshal Wyatt 

33 Greco-Rorrian 
musicians ' 

35 Late-night bite ' 
37 Diner patron 
41 Borealis anti 
australis 

47 Stand up 

48 HST follower 

51 Wards off 

52 Tenement 
units: abbr. 

53 Butt 

54 Formal 
headwear 

56 Before: pref. 

57 Police 
broadcast 
alerts: abbr. 

59 Oriental 
nursemaid 

60 Computer 
hookup, briefly 

61 End of the 
Emerson quota 

66 Making certain 

67 Come out 

68 Cuts into even 
smaller pieces 

69 Intuited 

DOWN 

1 Hecetfing seas 

2 inhabita nt of _ 
Miletus 

3 Excess 

4 They: Fr. 
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YES, MA'AM? WELL. I 
THOUGHT MAYBE A 
BUZZARD MfSHT BE 
HEADED THIS WAY.. 



YES. MA'AM.. 6ET OUT 
YOUR B00TS..CUAN6E THE 
ANTIFREEZE IN YOUR CAR.. 
CHECK 5T0RED VEGETABLES, 
AMD REMOVE ANY THAT 
SHOW 5ISN5 OF R0TTIN6.. 


ANYTHING ELSE? 
YES. MA'AM.. 2 
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Andy Capp 


By Matthew Higgins 

Concord, NH 

5 Takes five 

6 Everlasting 

7 Postal device 

8 Rocky crag 

9 Exist 

10 Fisherman's 
tool 

11 Morse dashes- 

12 Betty Comden 

and Green 

13 More in the 
pink 

14 Deepen a 
harbor 

18 Journal 

24 Food from taro 

25 Golfer Ernie 

26 Pinner and a 
movie. e.g. 

29 Source for a 
pet abbr. 

34 Abraham's wife 

36 Went or 
Vbnnegut 

38 Heavy drinkers 

39 Alienate 

40 Feit Indignation 

42 Early Olds 

43 Antithesis: 

abbr. 


□□□□□ DQflH E1BDB 
HQHQQ 0QEIC3 □□□□ 
□Q0BD000000DQ00 
0Q0D H000 G3HDSQ 
n DSHD QHQHQS 

□aaniiQ unnn 

00000 0000 000D 
00DDQ0Q0BQ0DQQQ 
□000 00QQ 0DDD0 
□000 000000 
0011000 00D0 
00000 □000 EJ0H0 
00QD00O0QQ00D00 
□000 0000 H0000 

00000000 nanao 


/-i DON'T KNOW > 
( WHY I BOTHER/ 
> YOU NEVER y 
( UBTEMTDA < 
^woRDiafly-/> 

\ DQ.PST, IDoY 


Aim Man im 

oat n mw smevrai nim 

wioniwKiiwgciiTie 


^Ne ve got e-mail, a fax machine 
and a pager. Why are we 
wasting time talking?” 


J SO ON L 
r THBN-TBiA 
ME WHAT I'VE 
. JUST BEEN J 
VTALKIN&y^ 
7 ABOUT ) 


tOU WERE SAYING' 
THE FRONT DOOR 
COULD DO WITH 
OMTOPRMNT-- 1 


f 7MTYM& 
\ ,4 COUPLE , 
\OPOAYsf 
\ /kso—ff) 

f 


Unscramble these four Jumttes 
onB letter io each square, to 
form lour ordinary words. 

f COLIC I 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME i 

By Henri Arnold and UUce ArgWoi^ r" 

I /™ 3 " *» youxM 
■ mafia Bib 

|\ irorV? / T ’ / If 


IQ1BS& Tntuu Haifa Sonjcu. tac. 
MngieiaonM 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


Someth*- 
farmer 
wants me to 

LjJ l^ATCri fOR. rfERii 


mmm-h T 

WHAT IS 
IT. PEA , 
SOUP?! 


no. its somethin' h£R£.lEMM 6 
I NEVER SEEN TASTE IT.' 
‘-—r^HERCCOK i 1 r L |_TELL > 
you whatJ 


44 Repositions 
pictures 

45 Texas mission 

46 Landed 
properties 

48 Desk 
compartment 

49 Novelist 
DuMaurfer 


50 Represent in 
relief 

55 Ignominy 
58 Synagogue 

62 Biblical lion 

63 Singer Damone 

64 Wind rfir. 

65 Sportscaster 


WHV IT TASTES Ei 1 \\r r 'iSU 


WETTE 


AXALGY 


HEWZEE 


Answer here: “ 




Yesterday’s 


WHAT THE ■ 

SORCERESS ASK£P. 


Now arrange the circled JeO«s to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow! 

Answer SC0UT PUDDLE ’’ LAXITY 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


UNDP seeks to set up regional office in 
Amman to cover activities in Arab countries 


** THE ADMINISTRATION of the 
jtov-york based United Nations Devel- 
0 pntentTYogramme (UNDP) seeks to set 
up a regional office in Amman in cooper- 
ation with the Queen Alia Fund, said 
ftwaz FoKeladeh, director of the UNDP’s 
Regional -Bureau for Arab Stares. “The 
office will aim at formulating and build- 
ins up the capabilities in the area of man- 
uring small loans so as it would become a 
pjjjar = to support women in the Arab 
legion,” he said. 

Noting that the management of small 
loans requires high capabilities in order to 
contribute to human development in the 
legion, Fokeladeh indicated that the cen- 
tre will be regional for the Arab states. 
-Some -Arab financial parties have 
expressed readiness to finance the cen- 
tre," he said. 

According to senior UNDP official. 


Saudi Prince TaJal Ibn Abdul Aziz will 
contribute to supporting the establishment 
of the major centre in Amman and anoth- 
er in the Arab Maghreb. In this regard, 
Fokeladeh called on Arab financiers to 
participate in the development in order to 
create more job opportunities. He stressed 
that the Arab development should be 
financed by Arabs and not by the United 
Nations. 

Fokeladeh pointed out that the financial 
allocations for the region was declining 
and that the focus will be now on quality 
in the various activities of the programme. 
He also revealed that the programme 
seeks to replace foreign expertise with 
Arab specialists and to cooperate with 
Arab, and not foreign, institutions in 
implementing various projects and activi- 
ties (AJ Dustourj. 


Weavers complain of dumping clothings 
from Syria and South East Asia 


**fNA memorandum presented ro the min- 
ster of industry and trade, the general asso- 
ciation of owners of weaving industries out- 
lined the problems faced by the sector and 
requested the help of the government to rec- 
tify tbe imbalances to ensure that the indus- 
tries" cany put their role in covering the 
jjeedsof the local market and in exporting 
to outside market. 

The association complained that Syrian 
products pose major competition to the 
JDOO weaving industries which have an 
overall capital of over JD100 million and 
employ more than 30,000 workers. Accord- 
ing .to the association, the Syrian products 


are not imported by Jordanian traders but by 
clearing agents. In addition, the association 
said, there is wide smuggling operations of 
goods and clothings across the border. 

The complaint also stated that goods from 
South East Asia are dumped on the local 
market, thus reducing the opportunities for 
Jordanian industries to compete. “The 
clothes come at very cheap prices as their 
cost is much lower than that in Jordan due 
to the fact that the raw materials are avail- 
able in the countries of origin," the associa- 
tion said. “Furthermore, the labour costs are 
low and governments there extend support 
to exports" ( A1 Dustour). 


HOROSCOPE 


[FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1998 


Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19 ) If a friend suggests you 
ny for a promotion or a better job. take tbe advice. Your 
big break will come secondhand, so make sure people 
know what you want With enough of them out there 
looking, your chances for success increase enormously. 
You’ll still have to do the work: but you know you have 
support, and that’s energising. 

IXURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There’s going ro be a . 
pop quiz today. Don’t worry. You either know the 
answers already or you've got a friend who does. Its not 
(healing to ask for help. In fact, dial could be part of the 
assignment- Don’t try to do everything by yourself. Del- 
egate chores and manage the results, and a great time will 
be had by all. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ve got great ideas, 
but you may not have quite enough resources to do what 
you’d like. Why not get your partner to help? It might 
lake a while to persuade that person to see things from 
your point of view, but it would be time well spent. If 
you’re convincing enough, you might even get him or her 
to pay for it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You’ve had a dilemma 
lately, but that’s OK. A tide tension is stimulating, and 
today you could come up with a marvellous idea — 
something you've never tried. There’s work involved, 
but teamwork is the most important part of this equation. 
Cut down on the amount of money you spend by increas- 
ing: the amount imagination. 

CEO: (July 23 to August 22) Opposites attract, and you 
coaid find yourself strongly attracted to an opposite type. 
Even more wonderful, that person thinks you look pretty 
food, too. You two have quite a bit to offer to each other, 
so trading is a good way to develop the relationship or 
raintain it. Listen to what this other person has to say. 
VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) It’s a tough job, 
ba somebody's got to do it, and you're elected. You've 
got to set a good example to the others as well as keep up 
with a hectic pace. And you've got to have a good time 
while you’re at it Too much to ask? Not even. You are 
fabulous at this sort of assignment. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23) A person you 
love win give you some excellent advice today. It may be 
* little difficult to understand at first, but put in the efforL 
Then take the action. People are watching to see what 
yoa’re going to do next, but with that strong partnership 
Wu’ve developed, you can’t lose. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) Looks like 
somebody disagrees with you on a very basic level. Try 
10 be open-minded. You don't have to agree, but if you 
listen and simply say back what this person says to you, 
it'll make a different You’ll stop quarreling and start 
Ies P e cting each other more. And that might be the best 

you can do. ... 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December - 1 ) 
You're a very lucky person, and you may have thoug 
KNr wealth depended on that Actually, its due to the 
dibit you put in. Of course, you make it look easy, ngnr. 
7 'dL today your job may actually turn out that way, espe 

2 % if you set your mind to it . . 

TRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) You could 
today that's more than you ever expected, 
interesting, it could come from a person you 



you can forgive somebody who doesn 

.81 * 

have you stymied today, but don t know how 
^ that’s why you’re floundering. Ask tor P- . 

® Person who has successfully accomplished 

^8 to da Even better, talk to somebody who thinks its 

J®OES: (February l? to March 20) Stay ^ 

^ between friends, but do provide a s 

of them to cry on. Listen completely and folly ^ 
S* 31 each person has to say, and repeat it Jj*? 

Jky might even figure out how silly they re bem,,, 

Would be tbe way to heal this butt. 

Bifth Stone of December: Tbrquoise Zircon 


Thomson- CSF 
to slash 4,000 
jobs in radical 
restructuring 

PARIS (Am — Thomson- 
CSF, Europe’s biggest defence 
electronics group, is to slash 
some 4,000 jobs as pan of a 
three-year restructuring plan 
aimed at making the group more 
competitive, the company has 
announced 

The goal is to boost profitabil- 
ity tobrmghinro line with that of 
the group’s Anglo-Saxon rivals. 
However the immediate result 
will be to plunge tbe group’s bal- 
ance shea into the red for 1998, 
with ana loss “of around ^bil- 
lion francs," Thomson-CSF 
president Denis Ranque told (he 
board of directors. He said the 
decision had been taken to incor- 
porate m the 1998 accounts the 
entire “special reserve” of some 
three billion francs which the 
company intends to use to 
finance tfxr restructuring. 

Thomson-CSF achieved a net 
profit of 276 million francs ($49 
million) in the first half of 1998, 
- a decline of 50 per cent - for a 
turnover of 16-5 billion francs. 
In 1997, the group made a net 
profit of 2.1 billion francs with a 
turnover of 38-5 billion francs. 
This was largely due to a strong 
surge in the value of SGS- 
Thomson prior to privatisation- 


U.S. pork 
farmers 
facing 
crisis 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Dan Glickman said this 
week his agency would cre- 
ate a “pork crisis” task force 
to help U.S. farmers who 
are facing the lowest pork 
prices since World War II. 

Farmers in southern Min- 
nesota and parts of Iowa 
were receiving just $8.50 
per hundredweight for their 
hogs this week — the low- 
est price since 1941. 

The U.S. Agriculture 
Department fUSDA) also 
will speed up its purchases 
of pork products for federal 
feeding programmes, expe- 
dite a U.S. food aid ship- 
ment of 50,000 tonnes of 
pork destined for Russia, 
and include pork in up to $ I 
billion of export credits 
extended to South Korea, 
Glickman said in a year-end 
news conference. 

With market prices below 
the cost of raising pigs, the 
pork industry has warned 
that the dire economic situ- 
ation could bring protests at 
Midwestern slaughter 
plants and widespread 
bankruptcies. 

Earlier this week, a group 
of farmers in southwestern 
Iowa announced they 
would invite hunters to 
chase hogs across 240 acres 
of woodland and shoot 
them. With market prices so 
low. the fanners said they 
were better off having 
sportsmen pay to hunt 
them. 

U.S. hog prices paid to 
farmers have dropped 70 
per cent over the past year, 
causing a “catastrophic 
problem" for many produc- 
ers, Glickman said. 

At the same time, retail 
prices have hardly budged, 
prompting Glickman to 
announce he would investi- 
gate" concentration in the 
slaughter industry with 
antitrust experts from the 
Federal Trade Commission 
and the Justice Department. 

“We have not seen the 
response at the retail level," 
Glickman told reporters. “I 
want to know why.” 

The problem of plunging 
prices has been blamed on a 
slump in pork exports to 
Asia and Russia, and on 
Canadian farmers who are 
adding to the logjam ar U.S. 
slaughter plants by sending 
large numbers of live hogs 
across the border. 

To help boost prices, 
Glickman said he would 
create a crisis task force to 
recommend policy changes. 

Farmers have asked for a 
loan guarantee programme, 
humanitarian donations of 
300,000 live pigs ro hurri- 
cane-stricken Central 
America, and an anti-dump- 
ing investigation into Cana- 
da’s hog industry. 


Brent hits lowest level for 12 years 
as Iraqi oil continues to flow 


LONDON (AFP) — Brent 
North Sea crude prices fell 
to their lowest level for 1 2 
years on the London mar- 
ket late Monday and were 
trading well below $10 a 
barrel, after the United 
States and Britain called 
off air strikes against Iraq. 

Iraq insisted that its oil 
expons had not been 
affected by the four-day 
Anglo-U.S. bombardment. 

Brent for February 
delivery on the Interna- 
tional Petroleum 

Exchange (IPE) fell to an 
intra-day low of $9.55 a 
barrel, the lowest level yet 
seen since crude contracts 


were first quoted on the 
IPE on June 23. 1988. 

On the open market, 
however, prices did fall in 
July 1986 to $8.50. 

Prices picked up ro 
$9.76 a barrel in late after- 
noon trading on the IPE 
Monday, but this was still 
well below an opening 
price of S9.95 and a clos- 
ing price of S9.99 last Fri- 
day. 

Crude prices fell despite 
the four nights of heavy 
air raids against Iraq, as 
dealers saw no sign of a 
slowdown in Iraqi 
exports. 

Iraq's oil ministry said 


that oil exports have not 
been disrupted by the 
bombing. 

An analyst at Credit 
Lyonnais Rouse trading 
house. Tony Machacek. 
said: “Jr is difficult to see 
who is going to come on 
to the market and support 
prices." 

He said that there were 
“no signs of OPEC wish- 
ing to make any cutback” 
to production levels. 

The oil market has been 
swamped by over-supply, 
particularly ’as members of 
the Organisation of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
persistently flout their 


own cartel’s production 
ceilings. 

Meanwhile. demand 
from key consumers in 
Asia and ihe United States 
is extremely low. 

On Saturday. Iraq 
reported that an oil refin- 
ery and oil installations 
south of Basra, southern 
Iraq, had been bombed. 

The United States and 
Britain justified the 
attacks by saying that 
crude exports that contra- 
vened Iraq’s oil-for-food 
deal with the United 
Nations had been shipped 
from there. 


Up to 70% of 
Chinese trust firms 
to close — study 


BEIJING (AFP/ — Up to 
70 per cent of China’s ail- 
ing trust and investment 
firms, better known as 
ITICs. will close under a 
law being drafted to define 
their activities, a report has 
said. 

The Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit (EIU) report 
said the new law which is 
expected to be unveiled 
soon will “hasten the 
demise of 70 per cent of the 
240 existing firms,” an 
“amorphous breed” of non- 
bank financial institutions. 

The EILI said the govern- 
ment’s motivation for clos- 
ing down or merging most 
of the ITICs reflected its 
primary concern which was 
for the safety and develop- 
ment of domestic compa- 
nies. 

Jacqueline Wiles, the 
author of the report, said: 
“It is our assessment that 
the government is not unre- 
alistic about domestic con- 
ditions and the prospect for 
market consolidation 
should be viewed with 
guarded optimism." 

“The fact that this evolu- 
tion in (non-bank financial 
institutions) is being engi- 
neered may be unnerving to 
those used to a Darwinian 
system of comeptitive sur- 
vival, but any move toward 
greater stability should per- 
haps be welcomed," she 
added. 

The Chinese government 
signaled a major consolida- 
tion of ITICs when it 


ordered tbe closure of 
Guangdong International 
Tnisi and Investment Corp. 
last month. 

The report said the rise of 
economic czar Zhu Rongji 
to the position of prime 
minister had been central to 
the changes planned 
throughout the financial 
system. 

It has been widely report- 
ed that Zhu was personally 
involved in the closure of 
GITIC and was behind the 
push to make the watchdog 
China Securities Regulato- 
ry Commission the sole 
securities regulator. 

The EIU predicted that 
the securities industry 
would also undergo 
changes. 

“The need for bigger, 
more stable brokerages and 
investment banks is clear, 
and this will likely be 
effected through consolida- 
tion of the hundreds of 
small brokers now in the 
securities market,” it said. 

More than 450 companies 
and institutions have 
become involved in the 
securities brokerage busi- 
ness since the Chinese 
stock markets were 
launched in 1990. 

As of early this year, 
there were about 100 bro- 
kerages but only seven had 
registered capital of one 
billion yuan ($121 million) 
and only four had existed in 
the current form before 
1996. 


G.E. raises dividend 17% 


FAIRFIELD, Conn. (R) — 
General Electric Co., 
pleased with 1998 results 
and confident 1999 will be 
a record year, has said its 
board raised the quarterly 
dividend by 17 per cent, to 
35 cents a share. 

G.E., a conglomerate 
whose businesses include 


light bulbs, jet 
engines.fmance and even 
NBC-TV, said raising tbe 
dividend was related to 
strong earnings and cash 
flow in 1998, and added it 
sees many future growth 
opportunities, particularly 
in Asia. 
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Company 

Open 
Price ; 

Close 

Price 

ciums* 

ARAB Bk 

BANKS 

215.000 

213.000 

-0.93% 

NTT Bk 

1.550 

1.530 

-129% 

CAIRO AMMAN Bk 

2.440 

2.560 

- 4.92% 

bk.oFjo 

1.35Q 

OUT 

-1.48% 

TUe housing Bk 

zrw 

2100 

0.00% 

JO. GULF Bk 

0.690 

0.670 

-2.90% 

UNION Bk 

1.020 

1.070 

+ 4.90% 

JO. INVES.&FIN. Bk 

1450 

T350 

0.00% 

PHILADELPHIA Bk 

0.570 

0.570 

0.00% 

BANKS INDEX 

278.320 

point- 

-0.75% 

Services 



ELECTRIC POWER 

1.460 

1-460 

0.00% 

ARAB INTL HOTELS 

4.750 

4.750 

0.00% 

Jo. irifr tradin5"cent 

0.310 

0.300 

• 3.23% 

AL-RA1 

5.400 

5.300 

-1.85% 

COMMODORE 

1.190 

1.190 

0.00% 

ARAB INTL FOR INVEST 

1.930 

1.920 

- 0.52% 

UNIFIED LAND TRANS 

1.120 

1.120 

0.00% 

UNITED FOR FINANCIAL 1 

1.070 

1.110 

* 3 74% 

SERVICES INDEX 

106.310 

point- 

-0.28% 

INDUSTRY 



CEMENT 

3.150 

3.120 

- 0.95% 

PHOSPHATE 

1490 

1.490 

0.00% 

ARAB POTASH 

3.000 

3.000 

0.00% 

PETROLEUM REFINERY - 

10,190 

10.150 

-0.39% 

WOOLEN IND 

1.140 

1.200 

* 526% 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL 

Z5§0“ 

2£S0 

-1.16% 

CERAMIC IND 

1.110 

1.110 

0.00% 

JO. DAIRY 

2.800 

2.850 

+ 1.79% 

TOBACCO & aOARET 

1-230 

1.220 

-0.81% 

PAPER & CARDBOARD 

2.040 

2.000 

-1.96% 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

1.680 

1^60“ 

* 4.76% 

PAR AL DAWA 

4.980 

4.970 

-0.20% 

MIDDEL EAST COMPLEX 

0.560 

0.550 

-1.79% 

JO. STEEL 

5550“ 

0.990 

♦ 1 . 02 % 

PETRO- CHEMICAL 

O.tTO 

0.350 

-2.78% 

ROCKWOOL 

0.340 

0.350 

♦ 2.94% 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL 

1.150 

1.120 

-2.81% 

SULPHO - CHEMICALS 

0.390 

0.390 

0.00% 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAR 

1.180 

1.170 

- 0.85% 

KAWTHER 

0.410 

0.390 

- 4.88% 

EL- ZAY 

1.270 

1.280 

♦ 0.79% 

UNIVERSAL MODERN IND 

BW 

£820“ 

-1.59% 

FOOD FACTORIES “ 

0.950 

1.000 

♦ 526% 

ind. Resources 

0.470 

0.460 

-2.13% 

NEW CAPLES 

0.620 

0.620 


NTT ALUMINIUM 

0.700 

o??B5” 


INDUSTRY INDEX 

78.040 

point- 

-0.38% 

PARALLEL 



f Z EXPORT Bk (75 

0.860 

0.860 

0.00% 

ARAB GERMAN INS 

1.000 

1.000 


JO. TRADING FACILITIES 

0.380 

0.390 


CENTRAL STORG 

0.330 

0.350 

* 6.06%| 

Jo.. FnVl INS ' 

0.670 

0.700 

♦ 4.48%l 

UNION INVE5. CORP- 

0.700 

0.700 

0.00%l 

ADVANCED PHAR 

0.560 

0.550 

-1.79%| 

AL-SkARQ 

0.960 

0.960 


MEDICAL APPLIANCES 

0.360 

0.380 


ARAB INTL. TRADE 

0.230 

0.220 

-4.35%l 

OPTICAL & AUDIAL 

0470 

0.490 

♦ 4.26% 1 

CENTURY 

1-200 

1.190 


NAMICO 

0.270 

0.270 


TEXTILE A PLASTIC 

0.250 

0.250 


AL-RAZI 

0.650 

0.530 

- 3.64% 

UNITED ENG. IND 

0.210 

£210 

0.00% 

INTL CERAMIC 

0400 

0.390 

-2.50% 

INTL TEXTILE MANU 

0.190 

0.190 

0.00% 

ZARA 

W 

1260 

♦ 5.00% 

NUTRIOAR 

0.710 

0.690 

- 2.82% 

4RABJO. INVfe 

0.930 

0.930 


GRAND INDEX 

168.98 

point - 

-0.63%] 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS A Stress - free Christmas 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 079530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professtotwl qualify in 
1 hour service 
Develop 

at our shop and get; 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger, 

* Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 


Shmeisanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swelfieh Tel: 822891 


Ufotet rfkUfne** *) * / 4mma # 



±Dne& Two Bedrooms *Fuity 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal*? go.com.jo 




SBNBBEL 

Real Estate 


SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

m 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 





T II E ARTS ff.'IEP 


Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 



SIpRTISE IN THIS 
♦TJON CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 




f yCwa^rum 

At 6 th Circle 1 
Tel.: 5510001 

I Hotel 



Call Us Now 

5510427, 8,9 


j 

A REAL RAMADAN TENT 


With great prizes to be won every evening / 7 
Arguila , backgammon, cards and 
live entertainment 



5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 
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Maier leads sensational Patriots 


Austrian sweep 


PATSCHERKOFEL (AP) — Double 
Olympic champion Hermann Maier 
led a historical Austrian sweep of the 
top nine places in Monday's World 
Cup Super-G at the legendary 
Patscherkofel course. 

Never before in World Cup history 
skiers from the same country had fin- 
ished 1-9 in men’s or women’s races. 

Maier’s victory and the team tri- 
umph at the home course which host- 
ed the 1976 Olympics definitely 
restored the prestige of Austria's 
“Power Team” coming from three 
consecutive setbacks. 

“The Herminator” clocked an 
unbeatable time of one minute, 23.52 
seconds down the I,947-.meter long 
course, dropping 570 metres. 

Christian Mayer and Fritz Strobl 
placed second and third respectively 
for the all- Austrian podium in the third 
super giant slalom race of the season. 

Mayer trailed the winner by 0.76 
seconds. Strobl was one hundredth of 
a second back. 


The race, started 65 minutes late 
because fog had initially hampered 
visibility, looked like the Austrian 
national championships as also late 
starters such Patrick Wirth and Werner 
Franz beat skiers from the ‘Test of the 
world” for the sensational 1-9 Finish. 

The previous best team showing 
dated back to 1968, when French 
women finished 1-6 in a downhill race 
at Abetone, Italy. 

Austrian skiers already had swept 
the top five places in a Super-G at 
Aspen, Colo, last month. 

Norway's Lasse Paulsen was the first 
of the non-Austrian finishers in tenth 
place, with an impressive gap of 1.01 
seconds. 

Maier’s third season victory _ the 
13th of his World Cup career — vault- 
ed the strongly-built Austrian skier 
arop the overall standings with 540 
points after 12 races. 

Norway’s Lasse Kjus, who had 
entered Monday’s race as overall 
leader, slipped to second place. 


Bierhoff 
to miss 
U.S. Tour 


FRANKFURT (AP.) — 

Captain Oliver Bierhoff will 
miss Germany's United Stales 
tour in February’ because of 
club commitments in Italy, 
coach Erich Ribbeck said 
Monday. 

During their 10-day trip to 
Florida, the Germans will play 
the United States on Feb. 6 in 
Jacksonville and Colombia on 
Feb. 9 in Mi ami. 

Bierhoff, Germany's top 
striker who became captain 
after this summer’s World 
Cup, and defensive midfielder 
Joerg Heinrich are unav ailab le 
because their Italian clubs 
clash in a top Serie A game 
while the Goman team is in 
the United States. Bierhoff 
plays for AC Milan. Heinrich 
for Fiorentina. 

Ribbeck announced a 26- 
man squad that will be reduced 
to 20 or 22 men before the 
team leaves for Honda. 

Bayern Munich, die run- 
away Bundesliga leader, pro- 
vides the bulk of the squad, 
with seven players. But its 
eccentric midfielder Mario 
Basler was dropped 

*T talked to trim and I told 
him why he wasn’t coming 
with us," Ribbeck said “It 
doesn’t mean that he is out of 
the team forever” 

Ribbeck declined to name 
bis reasons for dropping 
Basler, whose late-night 
escapades make regular head- 
lines in Germany. 

Two rookies have been invit- 
ed, 3 1 -year-old striker Michael 
Preetz of Herrha Berlin and 
midfielder Bemd Schneider. 

Two others, midfielders 
Marco Reich and Michael 
Ballock of Bundesliga cham- 
pion Kaiserslautern, have been 
invited before but have not 
played a game yet for 
Germany. 

The veteran is Lothar 
Manhaeus. the 37-year-old 
Bayern libeno who has 130 
nadonal team games. 

“Not the youngest but the 
best should play and Preetz is 
the leading German-bom 
striker in the Bundesliga,". 
Ribbeck said. \ 

With i 1 goals. Preetz shares 
the lead with Brazilian star 
Giovane Hber of Bayern 
Munich and Andrzej 
Juskowiak, Wolfsburg’s Polish 
forward. 

Juergen Klinsmann, 

Germany’s former captain 
who retired after the World 
Cup, will be honored before 
the game with the United 
States in an official farewell 
ceremony. 


Bergkamp stars as Arsenal 
downs Leeds 3-1 


LONDON (AP) — Dennis 
Bergkamp scored one goal 
and set up two more for 
French World Cup stars 
Patrick Vieira and 
Emmanuel Petit as defend- 
ing tidist Arsenal downed 
Leeds 3-1 Sunday in the 
Premier League. 

The result meant that 
Arsenal moved up one place 
to sixth, behind Leeds on 
goal difference and four 
points behind leader 
Chelsea, who moved top on 
Saturday by downing 
Leicester 2-0. 

Bergkamp 's 28th minute 
strike had an element of 
good fortune. 

There was a strong hint of 
offside when Petit floated a 


pass forward to Nicolas 
Anelka whose header on put 
the Dutchman clear. 
Bergkamp only had goal- 
keeper Nigel Martyn to beat 
but he mis-hit the shot and 
the ball went off the side of 
his heel into the net. 

There was nothing fortu- 
nate about Vieira's strike 
eight minutes into the sec- 
ond half when he took 
Bergkamp’s through ball 
and. shrugged off a chal- 
lenge and fired the ball 
home with his left foot 

Leeds hit back in the 66th 
minute when Dutch striker 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
fired a low right footer 
between Arsenal's Austrian 
goalkeeper, Alex 


Manninger. and the post 
from a layoff by Australian 
forward Harry Kewell. 

Four minutes from the end 
Bergkamp set up Petit with 
another well-timed pass 
from deep which split the 
Leeds defence and the 
French midfielder fired 
home first time with his 
right foot. 

Arsenal substitute Gilles 
Grimandi, who had been on 
the field for barely 15 min- 
utes, was expelled by refer- 
ee Paul Durkin for head- 
butting Leeds Alan Smith 
when the two flared up in 
midfield. 


Bremen beats Berlin as 
Bundesliga breaks off for winter 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Rade Bogdanovic 
scored late in the first half-time and early in 
the second to secure Werder Bremen’s 2-1 
victory Sunday over Hertha Berlin in the 
last Bundesliga game before the winter 
break. 

After missing three opportunities earlier 
in the match, Bogdanovic found the target 
in the final minute of the first half-time. 

Michael Preetz broughr his season total to 
1 1 in the 47th, heading in a cross to level 
the score for Hertha. 


As Bremen took the ball from the center, 
Andreas Herzog found Bogdanovic in 
Hertha's penalty area and the Yugoslav 
struck again, restoring Bremen’s lead after 
45 seconds. 

Bogdanovic now has seven goals for 
Bremen, which jumped from 12th to 9th. 

Berlin had its run of four consecutive 
wins snapped by a determined Bremen 
team, which gave 28,000 fans its best per- 
formance of the season. 



Ander Garitano <R) of Real Zaragoza jumps over a tackle by Atletico Madrid’s 
Carlos Aguilera (L) in a Liga match at Vincente Calderon stadium in Madrid 20 
December. The game ended scoreless (AFP photo) 


stun 

49ers 


Maier, twice fourth in the two previ- 
ous races in Val Gardena and Alta 
Badia. made acrobatics to avoid a spill 
at mid course, when he hit the snow 
with a hand while-clearing a gate. 

“It was a sensational race for me and 
for the team. We need more races like 
this ... I skied miles away from the 
ideal line and I struggled to win on this 
track, as Klammer did to achieve his 
Olympic victory,” Maier said. 

Franz Klammer, who won the 
Olympic downhill title at this course, 
was at the finish line to congratulate 
his fellow-countrymen for their 
impressive showing. 

The home skiers were cheered by a 
huge crowd, including hundreds of 
children as classes in the Innsbruck 
area were closed for the race. 

“The course was perfect, and the 
fans gave me a big boost” Maier said. 

The men’s World Cup continues at 
Bonnio. northern Italy, with a down- 
hill on Dec. 29. 
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FOXBORO, Massachusetts 
(AP) — Adam Vinatieri’s 
35-yard field goal with 
three seconds left gave the 
New England Patriots a 
spot in the NFL playoffs 
and a 24-21 upset victory 
Sunday over the San 
Francisco 49ers. 

Scott Zolak. making his 
first start in three years for 
the injured Drew Bledsoe, 
matched Steve Young’s two 
touchdown passes, but out- 
did him in the fourth quar- 
ter. The eight-year veteran 
led the Patriots back from a 
21-14 deficit with two 
scoring drives in the last 
eight minutes. 

The victory and 
Tennessee's loss to Green 
Bay clinched a wild-card 
berth for New England (9- 
6). The playoff-bound 
49ers (11-4) ended their 
four-game winning streak. 

• Packers 30, Oilers 22: 
In Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
Brett Favre and Antonio 
Freeman connected on 
three long touchdown plays 
as Green Bay beat 
Tennessee on a snowy day 
and a slippery field. 

The Oilers (8-7) saw their 
playoff hopes dim. The 
Oilers must beat Minn esota 
next week and hope New 
England loses its season 
finale and Mi ami loses its 
last two games beginning 
Monday night against 
Denver. 

The Packers, who 
clinched their sixth straight 
playoff berth Saturday 
night when Washington 
beat Tampa Bay. improved 
to 10-5. winning consecu- 
tive games for the first time 
in nearly two months. 

• Bengals 25, Steelers 

24: In Pittsburgh, 

Cincinnati, losers of nine in 
a row, blew a 13-point lead, 
but'-- rallied to eliminate 
Pittsburgh from playoff 
contention behind Jeff ■ 
Blake’s 367 yards passing 
and a touchdown. 

Blake found Damay 
Scott behind Lee Flowers 
and Camell Lake for a 61- 
yard touchdown pass in the 
third quarter, and Doug 
Pelfrey, whose heady play 
allowed him to kick a field 
goal just before halftime, 
won it with a 21-yard field 
goal — his fourth of the 
game — with 5:12 remain- 
ing. 

The Bengals (3-12) have 
two of their three victories 
this season over Pittsburgh, 
including a 25-20 win on 
Oct. 1 1 that was their last 
until Sunday. They now 
can finish no worse than 3- 
13, which would only 
match the franchise record 
for their worst season. 

Steelers quarterback 
Kondell Stewart, who threw 
a temper tantrum when he 
was pulled from last 
week’s 16-3 loss in Tampa, 
was benched again after 
passing for only 30 yards in 
the first half as the Steelers 
(7-S) lost their fourth in a 
row. 

• Giants 28, Chiefs 7; In 
East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. Kent Graham threw 
for a touchdown and ran 
for another as New York 
continued its Jate-season 
turnaround by beating 
Kansas City. 

Percy Ellsworth led the 
defensive effort by return- 
ing one of his two intercep- 
tions 43 yards for an early 
score. The Giants (7-8), 
who had a total of four 
interceptions, won their 
third straight game and for 
the fourth time in five 
games since Graham 
replaced Danny Kaneli as 
the starting quarterback. 
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New England Patriots place kicker Adam Vinatieri (L) and holder of TomTbpa^lJ 
celebrate as their field goal attempt from 35 yards away goes through the npi ~~ 
with six seconds left in the game to beat the San Francisco 49ers 24-21 in F< ixbgnr 
(Reuters photo) 


To make the playoffs for 
a second straight year. New 
York has to win in 
Philadelphia next week, 
Tampa Bay (7-8) must lose 
in Cincinnati and Arizona 
must lose next week. 

• Panthers 20, Rams 13: 
In Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Steve Beuerlein’s 
68-yard touchdown pass to 


Atlanta hospital Friday 
after quadruple heart 
bypass surgery, missed the 
game but is expected back 
in time for the playoffs. But 
he wasn’t needed as the 
Falcons, with defensive 
coordinator Rich Brooks 
acting as coach, fought 
back from a 17-10 third- 
quarter deficit with two 


contention earlier in i Ik 
day, rallied in the.'fojSSi 
quarter on touchdowns 
from Ricky Wattere. aa£ 
Shawn Springs .in. .beat 
Indianapolis. 

The Seahawks • (8~7) 
learned they had been elim- 
inated from the playofisfbr 


jPerugia 

told 

iorentina 
d draw 


SOME 


the 10th year in a row in Jsderoo ’» 


backup tight ' end- the fourth 

Broughton with'; 2^44 ;Ieff — ; quarter ngainst Detroit (5- 
gave Carolina ite'ifmd Vkr : 4*1 O) - - - ' :c - ' 

tory of the season. 


It marked the first time in 
11 games this season that 
Carolina (3-12) won after 
trailing after three quarters. 

Beueriein threw for 193 
yards and two touchdowns, 
and the Panthers forced 
four St. Louis turnovers 
and converted them into 10 
points. 

St. Louis (4-11) fell to 0- 
7 against NFC West oppo- 
nents this season. 

• Bears 24, Ravens 3: In 
Chicago, third-string tail- 
back James Allen, making 
his first NFL start, did what 
first-round pick Curtis Enis 
and veteran Edgar Bennett 
could not do for Chicago 
this season — rush for 1 00 
yards. 

Allen got 135 of his 163 
yards in the first half with 
bursts of 57 and 54 yards as 
the Bears routed Baltimore 
to end a six -game losing 
streak. 

In a game certain to have 
an impact on the coaching 
futures of Baltimore's Ted 
Marchibroda and 

Chicago's Dave Wannstedt. 
the Bears (4-11) bolted to a 
24-0 halftime lead. 

• Falcons 24, Lions 17: 
In Detroit. Jamal Anderson 
rushed for 147 yards and 
scored two touchdowns as 
Atlanta clinched its first 
NFC West title in 18 years 
and a first-round bye in the 
playoffs. 

It was just the second 
division title in team histo- 
ry for the Falcons (13-2), 
who set a club record for 
victories in a season. 

The Falcons have won 
eight in a row and 11 of 
their last 12. 

Coach Dan Reeves, who 
was released from an 


• Cowboys 13, Eagles 9: 
In Irving, Texas, holder 
Eric Bjomson scored a 
touchdown on a fake field 
goal and safety George 
Teague made a saving 
fourth-down tackle late in 
the game, lifting Dallas 
past Philadelphia to win 
the NFC East in Chan 
Gaiiey's first year as coach. 

Gailey flipped the 
Cowboys around from a 6- 
10 record under Barry 
Switzer to a 9-6 mark that 
enabled them to win their 
seventh division title in 
eight years. 

The Cowboys won 34-0 
over the Eagles (3-12) in 
November, but they gave 
Dallas heated competition 
until the final minute. 

Emmitt Smith rushed for 
1 10 yards on 25 carries for 
Dallas. 

• Cardinals 19, Saints 
.17: In Tempe, Arizona, 
Jake Plummer Jed Arizona 
on another last-minute des- 
peration drive, setting up 
Chris Jacke's final-play. 
36-yard field goal to defeat 
New Orleans. 

The Cardinals (8-7), who 
last made the playoffs in 
1982 while playing in Si 
Louis, can claim the final 
NFC wild-card berth with a 
home victory over San 
■Diego next Sunday. 

"nie loss eliminated the 
Saints (6-9) from con- 
tention, leaving only 
Tampa Bay and the New 
York Giants alive in the 
NFC. If the Cardinals lose, 
they can still make the 
playoffs if Philadelphia 
beats the Giants. 

• Seahawks 27, Colts 23: 
In Seattle, the Seahawks. 
eliminated from playoff 


the first quarter when New 
England'* beat' ■ • Safi 
Francisco. T- : ' 

Watters, who set a aa m 
high with 178 yards 
carries, scored on a 33-ywd 
run with 9: 1 9 to go todost 
Seattle to 23-17. 

Then Phillip Daniels 
caused Marshall Faulk, to 
fumble, and Springs pitied 
up the bouncing ball #1 
ran 14 yards to the. end 
zone. 

Todd Peterson added # 
30-yard field goal with 
1:57 left to finish the scor- 
ing. 

• Raiders 17, Chargers 
10: In San Diego, Wade 
Wilson, making just bis 
third start since 1996, 
threw touchdown passes to 
James Jett and Tim Brown 
on consecutive possessions 
in the second quarter, lift- 
ing Oakland past -Sm 
Diego. 

The Raiders '(M) 
snapped a four-game losing 
streak, but the victory cmm 
much too late, and Oakland 
will- miss the playoffs iter 
the fifth straight season: 
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their fourth straight garde- 
■ Panthers 20, Rains 13: 
In Charlotte, Nor* 
Carolina, Steve Beufcrieih’s 

68-yard touchdown pass to 

backup tight end Lutbet 
Broughton with 2:44' -fcft 
gave Carolina its third vic- 
tory of the season. 

It marked the first tune-ia 
1 1 games this season that 
Carolina (3-12) won after 
trailing after three quarters. 


Beueriein threw fcuvJ9J 
yards and two touchdowns, 

and the Panthers forced 

four Sl Louis turnovers 
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Kurt Russel & 
Martin Short .. in 


CAPTAIN RON 
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Shows: 12:15, 2:15,6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 
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Tim Allen & 
Kristie Alley .. in 


FOR RICHER 
OR POORER 
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Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30, 10,30 
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CINEMA 


TELJ677420 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 
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LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



Only 9 countries confirmed for Pan-Arab Games 


AMMAN — Egypt, Iraq. Algeria, Syria, Morocco, Sudan, Libya, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait are the only countries that has confirmed participation in the Pan-Arab 
Games, which will be held here Aug. 15-31. 1999. Games Director Is am Aridah said 
he had sent a third notification of Arab Olympic Committees to confirm their offi- 
cial stand since the original final date was Nov. 15. Meanwhile, work is underway 
on providing necessary administrative and technical equipment to the Games' head- 
quarters. 


Friendly basketball match at Orthodoxi Club tonight 


AMMAN — The Kingdom’s basketball fans tonight have the chance to enjoy the 
country’s top players battling it out in a friendly match organised by The Jordan 
Environment Society under the theme of “raising awareness about the water situa- 
tion in the country." A joint team of players from A1 Ahli and A1 Orthodoxi Clubs 
will face a group of national team players. The joint team includes players Hilal 
Barakat, Yousef ZaghlouL Fadi Saqqa, Nasser Basara, Ayman Du'eis, Ashraf 
Samara, Mohammad Shamali and Riyad Ayesb. The national team is led by Jan 
Sahlieh, Muntaser Abul Tayyeb and Nihad Madi. The match will be held at the 
Orthodox Club's Emil Haddad court. 


Second Division Basketball Championship 

Last two teams pull out 
as only one match remains 


Honda 
may return 
to Formula 
One 
in 2000 


•fleam - 
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TOKYO (AP) — No. 3 
Japanese automaker Honda 
said Monday it is consider- 
ing returning to Formula 
One racing in 2000. sending 
it back to the world circuit 
after it left six years ago 
because of rising costs. 

“We have started test runs 
for a car in preparation for 
participation in the Formula 
One, possibly (in) 2000,” 
said Hiroyuki Yoshino, pres- 
ident of Honda Motor, at a 
news conference in Tokyo. 

Yoshino said Honda has 
designed and built a proto- 
type car with its own engine 
and tested it on the outskirts 
of Milan, Italy, on Dec. 15. 

He declined to comment 
on the car's performance, 
but said Honda will contin- 
ue with more testing next 
year. 

Honda first entered 
Formula One competition in 
1964 but pulled out four 
years later. After returning 
in 1984. Honda supplied 
engines to McLaren and 
Williams, who with the 
Japanese engines won 
which won every construc- 
tors' and drivers title from 
1986 to 1991. 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The last two 
teams at the bottom of the 
eight-team Second Division 
Basketball Championship 
standings Monday 

announced that they would 
not be playing their final 
matches which were sched- 
uled for Tuesday. 

According to regulations, 
both declining clubs, A1 
Rayeb and Samma, are 
regarded as having lost 20- 
0. However, since there is 
no relegation to a third divi- 
sion. that did not have much 
bearing on the standings. 

One match remains on this 
year's calendar as the cham- 
pionship concludes follow- 
ing the Christmas holiday 
on Dec. 26. 

For the championship's 
top two teams, which will be 
promoted' to the First 
Division next year, the tour- 
nament is a more serious 
business than for the rest of 
their opponents. 

This year, the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) 
decided that two instead of 
one team will be promoted 


making the total number of 
First Division teams eight 
instead of six. 

Homentmen top the stand- 
ings for now. They have 
concluded all their matches 
losing only to A1 Wihdat and 
are likely to end up in runner 
up spot 

They are assured of 
returning to the country’s 
premier division after an 
absence of three years pro- 
vided A1 Wihdat do not lose 
their last match. 

A1 Wihdat are second for 
now but seem favoured to 
win their Dec. 26 match 
against A1 Fuheis which will 
give them the division title 
and move with Homentmen 


to the First Division. 

The only unbeaten team of 
the competition. A1 Wihdat, 
scored all their wins easily 
passing the 100-maik. Led 
by coach Ghaith A1 Najjar 
who previously trained A1 
Ahli, the Kingdom's soccer 
champion club is playing in 
the Second Division for 
only the second year. 

Al Fuheis are third await- 
ing their match against A1 
Wihdat which they must win 
to have a slim chance of 
qualifying instead of 
Homentmen to whom they 
lost 49-44. 

Missing from the event is 
A1 Watani, a former First 
Division team who were rel- 


egated but failed to partici- 
pate this year. 

Also missing are teams 
like Gazzet Hashem, Karat 
and Sahab. 

The JBF this year organ- 
ised only three other events: 
the First Division and the 
Under- 14 won by A1 
Orthodoxi, and the Under- 
16 won by A1 Jazireh. 

The women's, juniors, and 
Under-22 were cancelled 
while the JBF is discussing 
holding the Under- 18 with 
the concerned clubs.The 
Fust Division includes A1 
Orthodoxi, A1 Ahli, A1 
Jazireh, AJ Jalil. AI Hussein 
and Al Jeel. 


Games give Asia’s big 3 an Olympic warmup 


Perugia 

hold 

\ Fiorentina 
to draw 

ROME (AP) — Japan’s 
Hidetoshi Nakata slotted 
in a penalty kick in the 
95th minute of play 
Sunday to give Perugia a 
dramatic 2-2 draw against 
Fiorentina. cutting the 
Serie A leader's advantage 
to three standings points 
heading into the winter 
break. 

Before Nakata’s heroics, 
f ■ made possible when 
V\ Spanish midfielder 

Martinez Amor used his 
hand to knock down a 
cross in the penalty area 
during the dying seconds 
of injury time. Fiorentina 
looked headed for another 
victory thanks to Gabriel 
Batistuta's exploits. 

The Argentine star gave 
the visitors a 2-1 lead with 
17 minutes left by netting 
a header for his league- 
best 14th goal in as many 
games. Fiorentina had 
won two straight 1-0 
games on second-half 
Batistuta goals. 

But ninth-place Perugia, 
which led 20 seconds into 
the match on Croat striker 
Milan Rapajic’s header, 
fc pressed forward. 

Nakata, the second 
I Japanese player in the 

J Italian League, calmly hit 

j the equalizer for his sev- 

enth goal of the season. 

AC Parma moved up to 
second place by beating 
Empoli 5-3 as Diego Fuser 
tallied two goals and two 
assists. 

AC Milan is third after a 
2-2 draw against 
Sampdoria of tienoa, 
whose new coach, former 
/ England captain David 

j Platt, watched from the 

; stands. Argentine play- 

maker Arief Ortega, back 
* ] from a drunk driving sus- 

pension, curled in a penal- 
ty kick with four minutes 
remaining to tie the score 
for Sampdoria. 

Fiorentina (9-2-3). alone 
in first place for the first 
time since 1982. leads the 
table with 29 points. 
Parma follows with 26. 
and Milan has 25. 

Defending champion 
Juventus of Turin (6-3-5), 
tied for sixth with 21 
points, snapped a three- 
game losing streak and 
ended a club-record goal 
drought by beating 
Salernitana 3-0 on striker 
Filippo Inzaghi's hat-trick. 
Before Inzaghi found the 
target, Juve’s goalless 
stretch reached 511 min- 
utes, 5 more than the club 
went without scoring in 



Internazionale of Milan Brazilian star Ronaldo, grimaces 
a Roma's defender, during Italian first division match, at 
um (AP photo) 


the 1967-68 season. 

French World Cup hero 
Zinedine Zidane, expected 
to collect all the major 
player of the year awards, 
assisted on Inzaghi's first 
two goals. 

Elsewhere, Chilean 
striker Marcelo Salas 
scored twice to lead Lazio 
of Rome past Udinese 3-1; 
veteran Giuseppe 

Signori's free kick gave 
Bologna a 1-0 win at 
Cagliari; Piacenza edged 
Bari 3-2; and Vicenza and 
Venezia drew 0-0. 

At night, Ronaldo’s 
Internazionale of Milan 
hosted Francesco Totti's 
AS Roma. 

The league now takes 
more than two weeks off, 
and action resumes Jan. 6 
with a rare slate of 
Wednesday games. 

• Perugia 2, Fiorentina 
2: Al Perugia, the hosts 
took the early lead when 
Rapajic met Brazilian 
defender Ze Maria's cross 
to net his sixth goal. 

Fiorentina equalised 10 
minutes later when 
Anselmo Robbiati, mak- 
ing a rare start because 
Brazil's Edmundo was 
suspended, tucked a free 
kick under the crossbar 
from the edge of the 
penalty area. 

Batistuta, trying to 
become the fifth player in 
the last 20 years to lead 
the league in scoring while 
playing for a title winner, 
then put Fiorentina ahead 
by nodding home Belgian 
winger Luis Oliveira's 
pass. 

Perugia, which was in 
Serie B last season, is 5-4- 
5. 

• Parma 5, Empoli 3: At 
Empoli, Fuser set up 


Argentine Hern an 

Crespo's ninth goal of the 
season in the 10th minute 
and French midfielder 
Alain Boghossian’s tally 
ar the end of the first half. 
Fuser put the ball in the 
net himself for Parma (7- 
5-2) in the 57th and in sec- 
ond-half injury time. 
Arturo Di Napoli scored 
twice for Empoli (3-5-6), 
including one on which 
replays appeared to show 
he trapped a pass with his 
hand. 

• Sampdoria 2, Milan 
2: At Genoa. Ortega’s 
fourth goal of the season, 
after Italy captain Paolo 
Maldini fouled Samp 
striker Francesco Palmieri 
on a breakaway, gave the 
hosts (3-5-6) — who fired 
coach Luciano 

Spallerti this week after 
losing three of five — the 
surprising draw. Milan (7- 
4-3) led 2-1 in the 73rd 
minute on German striker 
Oliver BierhofF’s header. 

• Juventus 3, 
Salernitana 0: At Turin. 
Iazaghi collected the ball 
after a Zidane free kick 
sliced through the defen- 
sive wall and slotted home 
from 12 metres after 20 
minutes of play. In the 
29th, the 

Italian international took 
a perfect through-ball 
from Zidane and sent a 
low, 8-rnetre (yard) shot 
into the corner. Inzaghi 
completed the rout in the 
87th, knocking in a 
rebound for his eighth 
goal on the year. 
Salernitana fell to 3-3-8. 

• Lazio 3, Udinese 1: At 
Rome, Salas scored in the 
55th minute and again in 
injury time to rally Lazio 


after an hard contact with 
the Milan’s San Siro stadl- 

(6-5-3), which also saw 
Roberto Mancini hit his 
152nd career goal, most 
among active players. 
Tomas Locatelli had put 
Udinese (4-4-6) in the 
fifth minute. 

• Bologna 1, Cagliari 0: 
At Cagliari, Signori 
pounded home a 20-metre 
(yard) free kick in the 50th 
minute for UEFA Cup 
quarterfinalist Bologna (5- 
6-3 J.Cagliari fell to 4-2-8. 

• Piacenza 3, Bari 2: At 
Piacenza, Giampiero 
Piovani (19th minute), 
veteran Giovanni Stroppa 
(43rd) and Massimo 
Rastelli (90th) found the 
target for the hosts (4-4- 
6). which moved four 
spots away from the rele- 
gation zone. Bari (3-9-2) 
failed in an attempt to tie 
the franchise record of i0 
games without a loss. 

• Vicenza 0, Venezia 0: 
At Vicenza, two dubs bat- 
tling relegation failed to 
put up much of a fight. 
Vicenza (2-6-6) is 16th in 
the 18-team league, 
Venezia (2-5-7) is last. 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) 
— For the region’s big three 
in sports, Asia’s version of 
the Olympic Games was 
largely a proving ground for 
the real Olympics. 

Many Chinese, South 
Korean and Japanese ath- 
letes who won gold medals 
wondered aloud whether 
their performances were 
good enough to win on a 
world stage. 

For others, it was a chance 
to shine without worrying 
about Americans, Europeans 
and Africans stealing the 
spotlight In the Southeast 
Asian sport of sepak takraw, 
host Thailand could consider 
its five golds equivalent to 
world championships since 
the sport's other top nations 
were all here. 

In all. the Thais won 24 
gold medals, double their 
initial target and their previ- 
ous best showing of 12 in 
1966. Olympic gold medal- 
ist Samluck Kamsing led a 
haul of five gold medals in 
boxing’s 12 weight classes. 
The hosts also won three 
golds in yachting. 

Tmy Hong Kong, which 
bad won only one gold in all 
previous games, took five 
this time, concluding with 
Wong Kam Po's victorious 
ride in the 200-kflometre 
cycling road race. 

India, a big nation with rel- 
atively weak performances 
in recent games, won seven 
golds — most importantly 
its first in men's field hockey 
in 32 years. 

For the fifth consecutive 
Asian Games, China was the 
biggest collector of gold 
medals, taking 129, or 34 per 
cent of the 378 awarded. 

South Korea won 65, and 
Japan 52. 

Yuan We i min, head of 
China's games delegation, 
said he was “basically satis- 
fied. but not totally satis- 
fied.” 

He estimated that roughly 
55 of China's golds were 
won with results that were 
world class. 

Diving team leader Xue Li 
was blunt about weaknesses, 
however, even though China 
swept all four gold and silver 
medals in the sport and 
showed off a rising star in 


14-year-old Li Na. 

“W innin g these golds 
means nothing to us, for 
most of other Asian coun- 
tries lag behind the rest of 
the world in diving and we 
Chinese divers mainly com- 
pete against ourselves in the 
games,” Xue said. 

“But in the world major 
competitions such as the 
Olympics or the world 
championships, there will be 
a galaxy of high-echelon 
divers. Even a small error 
can cost you the gold when 
you compete against them.”' • 

China's rowing team, 
which swept all 11 golds in 
that sport, also said Asian 
competition was too easy. 

Japan, however, had some 
of the best individual perfor- 
mances. 

Sprinter Koji Ito was voted 
the $100,000 games' most 
valuable athlete award for 
his triple gold performance. 
He set an Asian record of 10 
seconds flat is semifinals of 
the 100 metres, won the final 
in 10.05, ran away with the 
gold at 200 metres and 
added another gold in die 4 x 
100 relay. 

Second in the voting was 
Japan's Naoko Takahashi. 
With nobody pushing her, 
she missed the world 
women's marathon record 
by just one minute as she 
won the games’ opening race 
by 13 minutes. 

Japan beat China 15 golds 
to 13 in the pool, and came 
behind 15 to 12 in track and 
field, but suffered embar- 
rassments in team sports, 
notably baseball and volley- 
ball. 

“We must use the setbacks 
in the games as an impetus 


to put together the strongest 
possible team for the Sydney 
Olympics,” said Japanese 
delegation leader Teruji 
Kogake. 

Another embarrassment 
for Japan and its 2002 soccer 
World Cup co-host. South 
Korea, was that neither 
reached the semifinals of the 
Asian Games tournament. 
Iran beat Kuwait 2-0 for the 
gold, and China downed 
Thailand — South Korea’s 
conqueror — 3-0 for the 
. bronze- 

World records fell on all 
seven nights of women's 
weightlifting competition, 
where China swept the gold 
medals. 

Also in the big league 
department. South Korea 
brought along Los Angeles 
Dodgers pitcher Park Chan- 
ho to help it win gold in 
baseball In the gold-medal 
game, shortened to seven 
innings under the “mercy" 
rule, Park pitched a four-hit- 
ter as the Koreans trounced 
Japan 13-1. 

Park, in turn, saw his 
Major League career benefit 
from a South Korean rule 
offering exemption from 
mandatory military service 
for gold medal winners in 
Olympics, Asian Games and 
certain other international 
competitions. 

Controversy at the games 
included South Koreans' 
complaints about bowling, 
archery and equestrian 
events in which they swept 
the top three places. Under 
games rules limiting any 
nation to two medals per 
event, they had to give up 
the bronzes to the fourth- 
place finishers. 


Thai officials also accused 
Chinese judges in wushu, 
China’s martial art, of bias in 
favor of Chinese competi- 
tors. The Chinese did not 
immediately respond. 

The Chinese, on the other 
hand, said agents for coun- 
tries that they did not identi- 
fy tried to bribe Chinese ath- 
letes into throwing gold 
medal matches. 

China also was dogged by 
the specter of doping, after 
11 of its athletes were dis- 
qualified from the last games 
in 1994 and swimmers were 
caught in positive tests as 
recently as the world cham- 
pionships in January 1998. 

The Chinese said they had 
tested extensively just before 
these games to ensure clean 
performances and called 
continued questions unfair. 

As of Sunday, just two 
doping cases had been dis- 
closed at the games — two 
weigh differs, from Jordon 
and Kuwait, who had fin- 
ished no better than seventh 
in their divisions. 

“I hope we don't have any 
more in future,” said Sheikh 
Ahmad Al Sabah, president 
of the Olympic Council of 
Asia, the games’ governing 
body. 

But, he added. “I am very 
happy that there have been 
only two cases, not impor- 
tant cases, not involving 
champions.” 

Thailand also was happy 
that the games proceeded 
without a major hitch. And 
Us soccer team helped take 
the nation’s mind off an eco- 
nomic crisis that threatened 
efforts to get all the facilities 
and operations ready in time. 


Learn Esperanto 

To individuals, language and cultural centres, schools 

and universities 

• People from different cultures need to talk to each 
other 

• How can they do this from a position of equality? 

• The best way is through the International 
Language Esperanto 

• Esperanto has been recognised by UNESCO 

if you want to communicate on an international level 
and If you want to learn the International Language 
“Esperanto," request a free study 
package in English, Arabic or French from: 
Universal Esperanto - Asodo 
Nieuwe Binnenweg, 176 
NL - 3015 BJ Rotterdam 
The Netherlands 
uea@inter.nl.net 
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Iraq steps up security 
to guard against coups 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
sent troops to major cities and 
its borders during Operation 
Desert Fox to guard against 
arty attempt to topple Saddam 
Hussein's government the 
press reported on Monday. 

‘Tour soldiers will not let the 
enemies seize any opportuni- 
ties,” Saddam’s number two 
Izzat Ibrahim said in a letter to 
the Iraqi leader out linin g die 
increased security measures. 

‘Their eyes are wide open 
across the hills and valleys and 
mountain peaks to bring the 
wall of the embargo crashing 
down on the heads of the tyrant 
v illains and their agents.” said 
Ibrahim, who is deputy chair- 
man of the Revolutionary 
Command Council, die highest 
political body in Iraq. 

Only hours before the launch 
of the British and U.S. air 
strikes overnight Wednesday, 
Saddam split' Iraq into lour 
regional miliary commands 
for ibe fast time since the 1991 
Gulf war to "confront and 
destroy any foreign aggres- 


sion 

While London and 
Washington said Desert Fox 
had achieved its objectives 
after four days of bombard- 
ments that inflicted enormous 
damage to Iraq's war machine, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton said 
ousting Saddam was still a 
long-term goaL 

"Now. over die long-term, 
the best way to end the threat 
that Saddam poses to his own 
people in (be region is for Iraq 
to have a different govern- 
ment,” Clinton said Saturday. 

Ib rahim said soldiers had 
been sent to die “border” of the 
northern region which has 
been outside Baghdad's con- 
trol since a Kurdish uprising 
after the Gulf war, while mem- 
bets of the ruling Baath Party 
are on patrol in the major cities 
of Kirkuk and MossuL 

“The mission of Baath Party 
members is to ensure that life 
goes on as normal in the dues 
and to wipe out any attempt 
that would bring shame” on the 
dries, said Ibrahim, who is in 


charge of the northern zone. 

Volunteers and tribesmen 
were tasked with “defending 
every street, every village and 
every hill,” he said in die letter, 
which was dated Friday. 

The Iraqi press also reported 
that meetings were held by 
other regional command chief); 
with military and Baath Party 
officials and tribal leaders in 
their respective zones to dis- 
cuss ways to “defend Iraq from 
any aggression.” 

Soldiers and armed tribes- 
men were out in force in Iraq's 
southern capital of Basra, 
which suffered heavy damage 
during the U ^.-British air 
blitz, according to journalists 
who visited the city on Sunday. 

In a letter to Ib rahim pub- 
lished in die press Monday, 
Saddam said: 'Thanks to my 
God for giving men who are 
honouring their commitments 
tome.” 

Saddam, who seized power 
in a coup in July 1979, held a 
meeting of his leadership on 
Monday, the official news 


agency INA announced, but it 
gave no further details. 

Ibrahim, who himself 
escaped an ass assinati on 
attempt last month, scoffed on 
Sunday at U.S. efforts to over- 
throw Saddam and warned 
Americans they would suffer 
fry Desert Fox, 

‘The regime the United 
States wants to change is not 
there by chance and has not 
been imposed. It draws its 
legitimacy from this nation,” he 
said. 

During Desert Fox, U.S. 
forces dropped what Baghdad 
termed "subversive” leaflets 
over Iraqi military units in 
southern Iraq, warning them 
not to head south toward 
Kuwait or challenge coalition 
forces. 

The leaflets carried pictures 
of bombed out Iraqi tanks in 
Kuwait during the Gulf war 
and the message in Arabic: 
“This was Saddam's mother of 
all battles. If you threaten 
Kuwait the coalition forces 
will destroy you again.” 


Clinton up in Parliament accepts 
opinion polls Turabi’s resignation 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton's job 
approval rating is surging, 
showing the public opposed to 
his removal from office 
despite his impeachment, 
according to poQs published 
Monday. 

A USA Today/CNN poll 
found 73 per cent of respon- 
dents approve of Clinton’s job 
performance, up 10 points 
since a poll held prior to the 
U.S. attack on Iraq and 
Saturday's impeachment vote 
in the House of 
Representatives. 

The poll conducted by the 
Gallup organisation showed 
those , calling for Clinton to 
resign has dropped to 30 per 
cent from 33 per cent; 68 per 
cent now say the Senate 
should not convict him — up 
from 63 per cent before die 
House vote. 


The House, voting along 
party lines, impeached Clinton 
for perjury and obstruction of 
justice. The case will go to the 
Senate in January. 

The poll, which surveyed 
852 people and has margin of 
error of four per ceatage 
points, found 72 per cent 
believe Clintoo can still be an 
effective president 
A separate Washington 
Post/ ABC News poll found 
public appetite for resignation 
has fallen: of the 1.285 people 
surveyed, the number calling 
for his resignation dropped to 
42 per cent over the weekend 
from 57 per cent 
While 55 per cent of those 
surveyed said Clinton only had 
himself to blame for the 
impeachment calls, 33 per cent 
are now asking for his removal 
from office — down from 39 
per cent last Tuesday. 


League considers 
Arab summit 


(Continued from page 1) 

“If you thought that you 
could touch Saddam Hussein, 
the result is that Saddam 
Hussein has gained more pop- 
ularity in the Arab World,” he 
told a U.S. journalist. 

“The military solution is not 
a solution,” be. said. “We 
thought from the very begin- 
ning that if it was planned it 
was a serious miscalculation.” 

Abdel Meguid also attacked 
the UN. Special Commission 
for Iraq's disarmament 
(UNSCOM) and called for the 
immediate resignation of its 
head, Richard Butler, whose 
last report alleging Iraqi non- 
cooperation triggered the four 
nights of air strikes. 

Describing Butler as a “fail- 
ure,” who "appeared to be 
working for himself, not for 
the UN.," the Arab League 
chief said the Security Council 
should institute a new mecha- 
nism for arms inspections. 

“What has been done by 
UNSCOM, by Butler, is really 
a comedy that has turned to a 
tragedy," he said. 

In another sign of renewed 
Arab solidarity with Iraq, the 
Lower House of Parliament 
recommended in Amman on 
Monday that the country lift 
the economic embargo on 
Iraq, and called on other Arab 


governments to do the same. 

The call Monday by 
Jordan’s 80-member Lower 
House was largely a gesture. It 
would have to be approved by 
the Senate, the Cabinet and 
then the King (see page 3 
story). 

The Jordanian government 
had wanted citizens not to 
stage any pro-Iraqi rallies — 
but there were several week- 
end protests nonetheless. 

In Sudan, thousands of peo- 
ple including some govern- 
ment officials again took to the 
streets Monday. 

"Bloody playboy, you are a 
liar, Mr. President,” read one 
banner in English, referring to 
President BiU Clinton. They 
called British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair the “little follower 
of his master” 

In die Syrian capital, 
Damascus, scores of riot 
police were deployed around 
the American and British 
embassies Monday, two days 
after more titan 1.000 demon- 
strators attacked the missions 
to potest the military strikes 
against Iraq. 

The Syrian foreign Ministry 
on Sunday expressed regret 
over the arracks and pledged to 
upgrade security at diplomatic 
missions and international 
organisations. 


Aid programme set back 


(Continued from page 1) 

It said two hospitals in 
Baghdad sustained damage 
as well as a “few primary 
schools.’' 

Ir added that U.N. reams 
had been sent to the south- 
ern city of Basra, which also 
was hit, “to make further 
assessment of damage.” 

The United Nations moni- 
tors Iraq’s distribution of 
food and medicine and cen- 
tral and southern areas. 


In the Kurdish north, the 
U.N. humanitarian workers 
have sole responsibility. 
U.N. workers . were not 
evacuated from the north 
during the latest military 
action. 

Von Sponeck said his con- 
tacts with Iraqi officials, 
including Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahhaf, continued as usual. 

“We discuss all kinds of 
problems,” he said. "1 don't 
detect any difference” 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudan's 
parliament on Monday 
accepted the resignation of 
its speaker as part of a polit- 
ical shuffle that is not 
expected to reduce his role 
as the most influential per- 
son in the country. 

The 400-seat parliament 
has accepted the resignation 
of Hassan Turabi. Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency 
reported from the Sudanese 
capital of Khartoum. It gave 
no other details. The report 
could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

The resignation must now 
be approved by President 
Omar AJ Bashir, but that 
also is considered a formali- 
ty 

Turabi had announced his 
resignation on Dec. 2 to 
work foil time for the gov- 
erning National Congress 
Party, whose monopoly on 
politics will end next year 
under a law passed Dec. 9. 

The Political Associations 
Law, which comes into 


effect Jan. 1. allows for the 
formation of political groups 
that may contest elections. 

A1 Bashir, who banned all 
political parties after seizing 
power in a 1989 military 
coup, said recently that the 
door was open for opposi- 
tion figures in exile to come 
back and form political 
associations. 

But the presence of the 
hard-line Turabi at the head 
of parliament had cast 
doubts on the seriousness of 
the government’s willing- 
ness to allow the opposition 
to flourish. 

Political analysts interpret- 
ed Turabi's resignation as a 
government attempt to ease 
those fears. 

However, there is still 
some apprehension because 
the new law only speaks of 
“political associations.” 
Ttirabi was strongly opposed 
to some parliament mem- 
bers' demand for a clear-cut 
reference to “political par- 
ties.” 


PRO-IRAQ PROTEST: A Palestinian protester holds a portrait of Iraqi President 
Saddam H ussein and chants anti-U.S. slogans during a demonstration held in Gaza 
City on Monday. Some 300 Palestinians participated in a demonstration in soli- 
darity with Iraq and against the U.S. and British air strikes, the demonstrators 
demanded an immediate end of all sanctions on Iraq (AFP photo) 

Butler denies collusion with 
U.S., shrugs off resignation 


NEW YORK ( AFP.) — Chief 
UN. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler on Monday 
denied that he had colluded 
with the United States over a 
critical report on Iraq and 
shrugged off calls for his resig- 
nation. 

Butler defended the integrity 
of his Dec. 15 report to the 
United Nations in which he 
criticised Iraq far failing to 
cooperate with UN. weapons 
inspections, saying it was “fac- 
tual clear objective and hon- 
est” 

■'Wfe were not able to do the 
substantive disarmament 


work' 7 that the team was 
tasked to do he said in an inter- 
view with the NBC Today 
Show. 

‘The simple conclusion that 
Iraq did not keep its promise of 
full cooperation is correct” he 
added. 

The embattled Australian 
diplomat also vehemently 
denied that the slant and tim- 
ing of the report was designed 
to bolster U.S. polity by giv- 
ing the United States a pretext 
to launch air strikes cm Iraq. 

“It was not written for tbe_ 
purposes of the United States,” 
he said. “It danced to no one’s 


tune.” 

Five or six countries request- 
ed a briefing on the report in 
the days before it was submit- 
ted, including the United 
States, Britain and Iraq Butler 
said 

All of them were given a 
preview of his conclusions he 
insisted 

And he lambasted Russian 
calls far his resignation as “a 
diversionary tactic” which was 
deflecting attention away from 
Iraq's failure to provide infor- 
mation on missiles, and chem- 
ical and biological weapons 
programmes. 


Lebanese cabinet reverses ban on demonstrations 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's 
new government on Monday 
lifted a five-year ban on pub- 
lic demonstrations. 

The cabinet — in its first 
meeting since Prime Minister 
Salim floss' government won 
a vote of confidence last week 
— also named a new com- 
mander for the country's 
65,000-smmg army, accord- 
ing to Information Minister 
Anwar Khalil. 

He is Brig. Gen. Michel 
Suleiman, a Maronite 
Catholic, who most recently 


commanded forces in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Suleiman, 50, replaces Gen. 
Emile Lahoud who was 
elected by Parliament as 
Lebanon's president on Oct- 
15. The ban on street protests 
— which had often turned 
violent — had been in place 
since September 1993. It was 
imposed after nine people 
were killed in clashes 
between troops and militant 
Muslims protesting the first 
PaJestinian-Israeli peace 
accord 


In 1992, street riots amid an 
economic crisis forced the 
resignation of then-Prime 
Minister Omar Karami. 

Khalil said demonstrations 
would be allowed, but only 
with Interior Ministry 

approval 

The cabinet's decision was 
“in line with the government’s 
policy of protecting freedoms, 
particularly the freedom of 
expression.” Khalil said 

The previous government of 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
repeatedly banned protests 


and on occasion, senr the 
army into the streets to pre- 
vent labour unions from stag- 
ing protests against Hariri’s 
economic policies. 

Suleiman, die new com- 
mander, joined the army in 
1 967. In recent years, he com- 
manded the estimated 12.000 
troops stationed along Israel's 
self-styled “security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. 

The choice respected a tra- 
dition that the army comman- 
der be a Maronite under 
Lebanon's power-sharing for- 


mula among its 18 religious 
sects. 

Lahoud has pledged to try 
to do away wife some of the 
sectarian-based allocation of 
powers, and one of the 
appointments Monday 
reflected this. 

The cabinet appointed array 
Brig. Jamil Sayyed a Shiite 
Muslim, as head of the 
General Security Department, 
which handles foreign resi- 
dents, publications and pass- 
ports. That post traditionally 
was held by a Maronite. 
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Government passes test of latest Iraqi crisis 


(Continued from page 1) 

For three days, Jordanians 
from all walks of life peace- 
folly took to the streets to 
show their anger at the 
attack on Iraq, and to blast 
U.S. "double standards” in 
dealing with Israel on the 
one hand, and the Arab and 
Muslim World, on the other. 

The latest crisis stands in 
stark contrast to the flare-up 
in February when a U.S.-led 
attack on Iraq seemed immi- 
nent. Then, the southern 
town of Ma’an erupted in 
violent pro-Iraqi demonstra- 
tions. Following two days 
of riots that left a Jordanian 


dead and twenty people 
injured, the army was 
deployed in the curfew- 
bound town and police 
launched a house-to-house 
search for illegal weapons. 

Public demonstrations in 
support of Baghdad were 
banned and then Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali hinted that a state of 
emergency may be declared 
if the attack on Iraq took 
place. 

But this time round, the 
government of Prime 
Minister Tara wn eh opted 
for a more relaxed attitude, 
allowing peaceful demon- 
strations, while quietly urg- 


ing both the opposition and 
the media to refrain from 
inciting pro-Iraqi senti- 
ments, avoiding the contro- 
versial crisis management 
policies undertaken by the 
previous government. 

But officials maintain that 
Jordan should be commend- 
ed for its stand during the 
recent crisis, especially 
when compared to Syria and 
Egypt 

As opposed to the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, as 
well as Egypt and Syria’s 
communique last month 
endorsing the use of force 
against Iraq, Jordan took a 


more neutral line. 

U.S. president Bill Clinton 
invoked the communique in 
his speech last week to jus- 
tify the attacks against Iraq, 
putting Syria and Egypt on 
the defensive. Some ana- 
lysts believe that Damascus 
in particular, encouraged the 
violent anti-American and 
British demonstrations in its 
capital to balance its diplo- 
matic stand. 

“We are not in a defensive 
position." said one official. 
“We have handled this situ- 
ation well.” 

But officials here realise 
that the country may not be 
so lucky again if another 


strike does take place, espe- 
cially if it is prolonged. As 
such, they say. the American 
embargo policy on Iraq 
must be re-examined. 
Otherwise the Iraqi dilem- 
ma will remain on the front 
burner for a long time to 
come, with dangerous 
domestic and regional rami- 
fications. 

The next few weeks, how- 
ever, will indicate whether 
Jordan will be taking an 
active role in the diplomatic 
initiatives surfacing in the 
aftermath of the strikes, 
which call for a review of 
foe policy of sanctions on 
Iraq. 


Iraq rules out any conditions, demands censure of U.S., U.K. 


(Continued from page 1) 

The attacks on foe facto- 
ries Dear Baghdad appear to 
be part of a strategy to 
destroy installations that 
could be used to produce 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. Besides foe missile 
facilities, nearly all of Iraq's 
military factories were 
attacked and many sustained 


heavy damage, Iraqi offi- 
cials said, speaking to the 
Associated Press on custom- 
ary condition of anonymity. 

Iraqi officials said that 
among the sites attacked 
were foe A1 Nasser factory 
in Taji. 60 kilometres north 
of Baghdad, and foe A1 Nida 
factory, south of foe capital. 

A! Nasser was heavily 
bombed during foe 1991 


Gulf War. 

The officials said the 
attacks have virtually halted 
Iraqi efforts to produce 
short-range missiles. They 
said foe speed of foe attacks 
took them by surprise and 
workers did not have enough 
time to remove crucial 
equipment from either facto- 
ry- 

Blair said Monday that 


British Tornado bombers 
inflicted “awful damage” on 
foe Iraqi regime’s main sup- 
ports. the elite Republican 
Guard and the internal secu- 
rity force within it, the 
Special Republican Guard. 

“We certainly did an awful 
damage to their essential 
infrastructures,” he said in 
an interview with CNN. 

“We did substantial dam- 


ages to foe whole of foe 
commanding and control 
systems that run the Special 
Republican Guard,” he said. 

"The Special Republican 
Guard were targeted particu- 
larly and they’ve been badly 
hit.” 

But he added that be could 
not be more precise until 
after a foil battle damage 
assessment. 


Copt passed as \ 
Islamist to extort ] 
money 

ASSIUT (AFP) — An 
Egyptian Christian pre- 
tended to be a member of 
foe Islamist Jamaa 
Islamiya to extort money 
from residents of this for- 
mer Islamist stronghold, 
police said Monday. 
Zakareya Khella, a phar- 
maceutical student at 
Assiut University in central 
Egypt and a member of 
Egypt's Coptic Christian 
minority, sent a letter to an 
engineer demanding a 
financial contribution to 
the Jamaa. The letter said 
that the money should be 
left in an envelope in front 
of foe door of an Assiut 
mosque. The engineer. 
Talaat Mohammad, went to 
the police, who arrested 
Khella Sunday when he 
collected foe envelope 
from foe mosque door. 

Carreras raises 
money for 
leukaemia fight 

LEIPZIG (AFP) — 
Spanish opera singer Jose 
Carreras has received 
pledges of seven million 
dollars for his foundation 
to fight leukaemia after a 
German television gala, the 
TV station said Monday. 
Carreras' show Sunday 
evening was on the eastern 
German public TV station 
MDR. The concert, fol- 
lowed by 5.5 million view- 
ers, was in Leipzig, and 
retransmitted on the 
national public network 
ARD. German television 
has raised more than $26.5 
million since 1995 in year- 
ly broadcasts for the Jose 
Carreras foundation. 
Carreras had leukaemia in 
foe 1980s. He has recov- 
ered and created a founda- 
tion to help medical 
research against foe dis- 
ease. 

Dutchman wins 
$15.2 million in 
damages for car 
crash 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
Dutchman won a record 
$15.2 million in damages 
Monday after he was left 
paralysed by a car crash. 
The High Court in London 
made foe award to Martijn 
Biesheuvel. who lives in 
Amsterdam. The amount is 
two and a quarter times the 
previous highest personal 
injury pay-out in Britain. 
Biesheuvel, then 22. was 
left a terrapJegic when a car 
in which he was travelling 
with four friends hit parked 
vehicles in Bath. None of 
his fellow passengers suf- 
fered any significant 
injuries.. Biesheuvel, now 
27, had just completed his 
final exams in business 
administration at Bath 
University in May 1994 
and had been due to start 
work as an accountant in 
London. 

Egypt issues its 
first royal stamp 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has printed a stamp bearing 
the image of a member of 
its royal family for foe first 
time since the 1952 revolu- 
tion that abolished the 
monarchy and chased King 
Faruq out of the country. 
‘This is foe first stamp 
depicting a princess in 46 
years, and we made it 
because we wanted to pay 
homage to Fatima Ismail 
who sold her most beauti- 
ful jewellery in order ro 
found Cairo University” a 
postal ministry spokesman 
said. The stamp was print- 
ed in December for the 
90th anniversary of Cairo 
University and celebrations 
in memory of the princess, 
foe daughter of Egypt’s 
viceroy, the Khedive 
Ismail, who created the 
Suez CanaL 






